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'AMELIA, 



B O O K X . 

C H A p. L 

To which we wUl prefix no Preface. 

TH £ BoiEtor found jlmeUa alone^^ 
for Bmb iva; gone to walk with 
his new revived Acquaintance, 
Captain Trent y who feenxed fo pleafcd with 
the Renewal of his Idtercourfe with his 6Id 
Brother Officer^ that he had been almoft 
continually with him from the Time (tf 
their meeting at the Drum.: 

Amelia acquaiht^d the Do£bor with the 
Purport of her MeflSige, as^ follows*: 

* I ^ your Pardoii, my "dear Sir, for 
^ troubling you fo often with my Affairs*; 

* but I know votir extrenf^ Readinefs 

* as well as Abihty to affift any one with 
« your Advice. The f^adt is, that nty 

Vol. IV. B * Hui; 
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2 A M E L I A. Book X. 

* Hufband hath been prefented by Colonel 

* yames'Wkh two Tickets for a Mafquer* 

* ade, which is to be in a Day or two ; 

* and he infifts fo ftrongly on- my go- 
"^ irig with him, that I really do not 

* know how to refufe, without giving 

* him fome Reafon; and lam not able to 

* invent any other than, the true one, 

* which you ^ould not, I am fure, advifc 
^ me to communicate to him. Indeed I 

* had a moft narrow Efcape the other 

* Day; for I was almoft drawn in.inad- 
^ vertently, by a very ftrange Accident, 
< to acquaint him with the whole Matter. 

* She then related . the Serjeant's Dream, 

* with ail thcGonfcquences that attended it. 

TheDodor confidered a little with him- 
Telf, and then faid, * I am really. Child, 

fuzzled as well as you about this Matter, 
would by no means have you go to the 
Mafquerade:. I do not irudeed like the 
Diverfion itfelf, as I have heard it de- 
fcribed to me : Not that I am foch a 
Prude to fufpedt every Wpnian who* 
goes there of any evil Intentions i but 
it is a Pleafure of top loofe and di^r-* 
derly a Kind for the Recreatipn of a 
Ibber Mind. Indeed you have ftill a 
ftronger and more particular Qbje£i:ion. 
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* I win try myfelf to reafon him out 



« 



of it. 

* Indeed it is icnpoiTible,* anfwered (he; 

* and therefore I would not fee you about it^ 
^ I xicver faw him more fet on any thing. 

* There is a Party, as they call it, made on 

* the Occafion ; and he tells ''mc «ny Rc- 
^ fo&l will dilappoint all. ' 

* I really do not know what to advife 

* you,* cries the Doftor: ' I have told you 

* 1 do not approve thefe Diverfions ; but • 

* yetra[S your Hufband is.fo Xrery delir- 

* ous, I cannot think there will be any 

* Harm in going with him. However, I 
^ will confider of it,', and do all in my 
f Power for you.* 

Here Mrs. Atkinfon czmt in, and the 
Difcourfe on this Subjeft ceafed ; but foon 
after Amelia renewed it, faying, there was 
no Occafion to keep any thing a Secret 
from her Friend. They then fell to de- 
bating on the Subjedt % but could not come 
to any Refolution : But Mrs. Atkinfon^ 
who was in an unuliial Flow of Spirits, 
cried out, * Fear nothing, my dear Amelia ; 
* two Women furely will be too hard for one 
^ Man. I think, Dodor, it exceeds Virgih 
B 2 Urn 
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4 AMELIA: BookX. 

Una dolo divGmfi Fcmina viffa dmrwn.^, 

* Very well repeated indeed;' cricsthe 
Doftor. * Do you underftand all VingH 

* as well ^ you feem to do that Line ? ' 

^ Iliope I do Sir,' faid Ibe^ ^ and Hmice 

* too; or elfe my Father threw a\»ay his 

* Time to very little Purpofe in teach- 
f ing me* 

* I aik your Pardon, Mbulam»' cijes the 
Do£fcor, ^ I own it was an impertinent 

* C^eftion. 

* Not at all. Sir,' iays flic ; * and if you 
^ are one of thofe who imagine .Women 
^ incapable of Learning, I fliall not be 

* offended at it. Iknowthe.ccmimonOpi- 

* nion; but 

IftUrdum vidgis rtilum vidtt^ eft uti peccat. 

^ If I was to profefs fuch an Opinion, 

* Madam,' laid theDodlor, *MadamD^io^ 
^ and yourielf would bearTeftimonyagainft 

* me. The xitnfioft indeed that I (bould 
^ venture would be to queftion the l^ttlity 
$ of Xueaming in a young LadyfsEducation. 

•I 
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QlL AMELIA. 5 

^ I own, ikid Mrs. Atkinfon^ as the 
« • World is conftituted, it caniiot be as fcr- 

* viceable to her Fortune, as it will be 

* to that of a Man ; but you will allow, 
*' Dodor, that Learning may afford a Wo- 
' man at leaft a reafonable and an innocent 
' Entertainment. 

* But I will fuppofe,' cried the Doftor, 

* it may have its Inconveniencies. As for 

* Inft^ce, if a learned Lady ihould meet 

* with an unlearned Hufband, might fhe 

* not be apt to deijMie him i 

I think not/ cries Mrs. AiBtifin — • and 
*' if I may be aliowed the Inftance — I 

* think I have fliewn myfelf that Women 
' who have Learning themfehres, can be 
^ contented without that Qualification in a 
^-Mam^ 

• To be fore,' cries the Doftor, * there 
' may bis other Qualifications which may 
*' have their Weight in the Balance. But let 

* us take the other Side of the Ouefiion, 

* and fuppofe theLeamed of bodiSexes to' 
' meet in the Matrimonial Union, may it 

* not afibrd one excellent Subieft of Dif- 

* puution, which is the. nwft learned. 

B 3 • Not 
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6 AMELIA. Book X, 

' Not at all,' cries Mrs. Aikinfon ; * for, 

* if they had both Learning and good 

* Senfe, they would foon fee on which Side ^ 

* the Superiority lay. 

* But if the learned Man/ faid the 
Dodor, ' /hould be a little unreafonable 

* in his Opinion, are you fure that the" 

* learned Woman would preferve her Duty 
' to her Flufband, and fubmit ? 

* But why/ cries Mrs. Ahinfon^ * muft 
. * we neceflai^ily fuppofe that a learned Maa 

' would be unreafonable i . 

* Nay, Madam/ ftid Che Doftor, ' I am 

* not your Hufband ; and you fhall not 

* hinder me from fuppofing what I pleafe. 

* Surely it is not fuch a Paradox to coh- 

* ceive that a Man .of Learning (hould be- 

* unreafonable. Are there no unreafonable 

* Opinions in very learned Authors, even 

* among the Critics themfelves. For In- 

* ftance. What can be a more ftrange, and 

* indeed unreafonable Opinion, than ta 

* prefer the Metamorpbofss of Ovid to the 
^ Jineid oi Virgil ? 

* It would be indeed fo ftrange,* cries 
the Lady, A ttett you fliall not perfuade 

- •me 



d by Google 



Ch. I. AMELIA. 7 

* me it was ever the Opinion of any 

* Man. 

* Perhaps not,' cries the Doftor ; * and I 

* believe you and I fhould not differ inr 

* our Judgments of any Perfon who. main- 

* tained fuch an Opinion— —What a Taftc 

* muft he have ? . 

* A moll contemptibk one indeed,' 
cries Mrs. Aikinfin. 

. M am fatisfied,' cries the Doftor. * And 

* in the Words of your own Horace^ ^^r- 
< bum non amplw addam. 

« But how provoking is this !' cries Mrs. 
Atkinfon^ * to draw one in in fuch a.Man- 

* ner. I proteft I was fo warm in the Dc- 

* fence of my Favourite VirgiU that I wa» 

* not aware of your Dcfign 5 but all your 

* Triumph depends on a Suppofition that 

* one Ihould be fo unfortunate as to meet 
« with the fillieft Fellow in the World. 

* Not in the fcaft,' cries the Dodor^ 
« Y)x. Bmtley was not fuch a Perfon ; and 

* yet he would have quarrelled, I am con- 

* vinced, with any Wife iij the World, ^n 
\ behalf of one of his Corredtions. I don*t 
— B 4 ♦ fup- 
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* foppofe he would have givm Up his 

* Ingentia Fata to an Angel. 

^ But do you thinfc,' iaid flie, * if I had 

* loved him, I would hare contended with 

* him ? 

* Perhaps you might fometinacs,' faid 
the Etoftor, * be of thefe Sentiments ; but 

* youremcmber your own fVfg^i/—^r/K«i 

* et mutabik femper Fceminac 

* Nay, AmeUay laid Mrs. Athnfm^ 'you 
•• are now concerned as well as I am ; ,for he 
^ hath now abufed the whole Sez^ and quo*^ 

* ted the fevereft Thing that ever was faid 
< againft us,, though I aUaw it is one of the 
•" fineft. 

^ Witball my Hearty my Dear,* criesr 
JImiUa. ^ I haire the Advantage of you 
^ however, for I doa't underftaml him. 

* Nop dodi fhe underlland much better 

* than yourfelf,* cries the Doftor ; • or fhe 
^ would not admire Noafenfe even: though 

• in Viirj^^ 

t Fjudon^me^ ^' iaidiihe. 

' ^' : ... ' ^ * And 
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^ And pardon me. Madam,' cries the 
Bodor, ^ I fay a Boy in the fourth Form 

* at Efm would) be whipt, or would de- 
^ ferve to be whipt at kau, who made the 

* Neuier Gendir zmtt with the Fmtnim. 
^ You have heard however, that fVr^/7 left 
^ his ^ntfii incorredt ; and perhaps had he 

* lived to Gorreft it, we mould not havo 

* feen the Faults we now fee in it. 

• Why it is very true as you fay, Doftor,* 
cries Mrs. Atkinfon * There feems to 

* be a falfe Concord, I prx)teft I never 

* thought of it before. 

* And yet this is the Virgil^ anfwered 
the Doftor, * that you are fo fond of, 

* who hatH noade' you ^I of the Neutif" 

* Geitier ; or as we fay in Ef^UJb^ he hath 

* made mer^ Things of you : For if we 
' trandate it tlius \ 



( 



Woman is a varims and cbat^eaUe'^bing^ 

^ there will be no Fault} I believei unle& 
; in point of Civility* to* the Ladies/ 

Mrs. Atkinfon had juft Time to tdl the 

Do&or he was a provoking Creature, before 

' B 5 the 
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* fufpeft, fays flic, my Lord, that you 

* have a Friend in the Woman, where I 

* now lodge, as well a&you^had in Mni; 
^'Ellifin.^ .My Lord proteflied the; conh ' 
tiary~-^To which flie anfwered, ^ Navt, 

* my Lord^ do not defend her fbieimeftly 

* till you are fure 1 ftiould have been angry 
*Iwitnher/ 

At theie Words, which were accompa- 
nied with a vary bewitching Soitnefs, my 
IiOPd flew into Rapturei rather too- ftrong* 
for the Place he was in. Thefe the La- 
dy gently checked, and begged him to- 
Cuce care they were nor obferved ^ for 
that her Hun)and, for au^t flie knew^ 
was then in the Room. 

^ Colonel James came now up, and Taid, 

* So, Madam, I have th& good Fortune 

* to find you again ; I have been extreme- 
^ ly mifersWo fince I loft you.* The 
Lady anfwered in her* MaTquerade Voice! 
that file did not know him* ^ I am Colo- 
^ miy^mis^* faid he, in a Whifper/ Indeed, 
«i Sir,* anfwer'd (be, < you are mifthken, I 
^ have no Acquaintance with' arty Colonel 

* James.* Madam, anfwcr*d he, in a Whif- 

rrt Ukewiie, ^ I am pofitive I am not mifta* 
ken, you^ are cer«unly Mrsi^ B^ctk — In* 
: . fdccd. 
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* \d9ediSr,!^ faidiHe^r^yoQ art very impetti-' 
< iiQDC,iaiid Ibegpydu^i^ feave me' My 
Locd thtm kiterpoftd, and fpeaktng in^ hi»' 
oun Voices afiUr^theColonriithat tUelady^ 
ms a Woman oFQoalttyi and that diey were' 
engaged in a* Gonveiiktion>tG^;ethcr$ won' 
which dm Gobndb ai&ed: the :Lad3^s.Far-' 
donv forrartherc'waitnothiagifraiaifc^e^ 
in her Tkcb^ ha neaUy bdiev^^he bad been' 
miftaken. 

I& tfwi- woncr.aMiti z- buntiiig -through 
the Rooms, and loon> after fousd j?«w. 
walidng without his Maik between two 
Ladies'^' one oft whonv was iff. a tdoe Do- 
miiio,. and/ the- other in the Drefs^ of af 
Shepherdefs. ' fTtli; dies the Obkmal/ 
^ do you know what is become of our 

* Wives $. for^p hscve fcenncidierof rfienii 
*' fince we have beon in. the Room ? B§oih 
^'anfwttredy that be fuppoied' they weref 
^ botii' tx)getfaer,. and* dieyr fhouldi fihd 

* them by and: byi* ♦ What^* tries thcf 
Lady in the blue Domino, • are you 

* bo«h come upon Duty then with yofur 

* Wives? Ab for your«, Mn Alderman*' 
^ laid (he to the Cdk>Ad^ . I maKe no Qye^ 
^ftion but ihe is:gbt/into much bectet* 
I Compaivy thm her BuibandV f How 

? can 
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14 AMELIA. BookX. 

< can you be fo cruel. Madam, faid the 
^ ShepherdefS) you will make him beat ' 

* his wife by and by, for he is a military 

* Man I aflure you. In the Trained Bands 
^ I prefume, cries the Domino, for he is 

* plainly dated from the City.— I own, ^ 

* indeed, cries the other, the Gentleman 

* fmells ftrongly of.3?wwj-5/r^^/, and, if 

* I may venture to guefs, of the honour-. 

* able Calling of a Taylor.* 

« Why what the Devil haft thou pkt^d 
f up here,' cries James ? 

^ Upon my Soul, I don't know,' an- 
« fwered Booth ; * I wilh you would taJcc 

* one of them at leaft.' . * . 



« What fay you. Madam,' cria the Do-^ 
mmo, * will you go with the Colonel ^ 
I affure you, you have miftaken your 

• Man, for he is no lefs a Perfon than the 

• great Colonel James himfeHL 



c 



^ No Wonder, then,' that Mr. Booib 

* gives him his Choice of us ;. it is the- 

* proper Office of a Caterer, in which Ca- 

* pacity Mr. Bootb^ hath, I am toldt the- 

* Honour tpfcrve the noble Cokmd,' 

n f Much 
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« Much Good may it do you with yoitir 

* Ladies, faid Jams^ I will go in Purfuit' 

* of better Game. At which Words he^ 
.* walked oflF.' 

* You are a true Sportfinan,' cries the 
Shepherdefs ; * for your oiJy Pleafurte^ t 

* believe, lies in the Purfuit. 

* Do you know the Gentleman, Ma-' 
dam ? ' cries the Domino. 

* Who doth not know him ? ' anfwered 
the Shepherdefs. 

* What is his Charafter ?' cries the Do- 
mino 5 * for though I have JQfted with 

* him 1 only know him by Sight. / 

* I know nothing very particular. in, hi^ 

* Character,' cries the Shepherdefs, * He 
< gets every handfome Woman he can, and 
t fo they do all. 

< I foppoie then he is not n^arried,' faid 
the Domino* 

* O yes, and married for Love too^ 

* anfwered the other; but he hath loved 

* away all his Love for her long ago, and 

*now 
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.^ now, be f0j(Sf &» mdtebtasxfinbat) Ob- 
«"j€a of Hai»cdi--«^riiJinTc ifitha PdloMr* 
«t dvep 2(ppea«> tO' hattte any* Wk, iti is< wlk^n* 

* he abules his Wife, and luckily S» him/ 

* that is his favourite Topick.— — I don't 
** l<^6W' tho pODH Wflttthi but as' he de- 
^i fcribes^ her, it is a iQiferable Atntmll 

* I know her very well,' cries the other, 
•^ and r am mu^h rrtiftefceri if fhe is riot 

* even with him c Bw hatig^ him,^ ^hati ii^ 

* become of Booth ? 



At this Inftant a great I4):MA^ar0fe nMt 
that Part where the two Ladies were. 
TKie was oiecaficmed by^a*lairge Aflttnbly 
of jroung Felk>w^ whodi tteyf oaH Buck^ 
who were got togetbeft and wdi:t? enjoytiig,' 
as the Fhrafe is, a Letter, which one of 
riiem had found in the Rodrm * ' 

'5 

' €u(fofify hatb its^ Votaries amorfg- alt 
"Ranks of People, whenever- th€N3fbre- ait 
Objedt of this appears, it is as fare of 
acmuftifig a^Crdwd in ther Ai^embi!^sl ii the 
Polite, as in thofc of their Inferiaili -*^' 

When this • Croud-, was^ j^thwed ^o^e- 
thcr, one oPdie Bucks, at t6e D^flre oF 
liis Companions^ as well ai-af> all- pyefent; 

— ' performed 
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p€rformM the Fart of arpubJicrOrator, and 
read out the following Letter, which wo 
fhall give the Reader, together with the 
Q>mments' of the Oraicor' bimfelf, and of 
all his Audience. 

The Orator then being moHnted* on, a 
Bench bagan as follows : 

* Here beginneth the firft Chaptw of 

* Saint-*— Pox on% Jack^ whai is the 

*. Saint's Naoic I I have forgot. 

* Timothy J yon Blockhead/ anfwer^d ano- 

* ther«^— »-SfJiw«/^; 

. * Welly then,' cries the Ocat)CH^» • of Saint 

* Sir, 1 am very forry to have any Oc- 

* CfGctfi' of writing on the fbllowtng Sub- 
^ yOi^ ina Cottotry that is honourea wUb 
*^ the Name of Chriftian ; much more am 
< I concern'd to addrefs myfelf to a Man 
'. whofe many Advantages derived both 
^. froia Nature md Fortune fliould demand 
^ the high^ft Return of Gratkude to th^ 
1 gcear Givcrr o& all thofe good Things^ 
^ Is n<tf fuch^a Man guUty^ of the higheft 
^ Ii^patttude to that moft beneficent Beings 

by 
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* by a direft and avowed Difobediencc of 
« his moft pofitive Laws and Commands. 

* I need not tell you that Adultery is 

* forbid in the Laws of the Decalogue- 

* nor need I, I hope, mention, that it is 
^ as exprefly forbid in the New Teftament. 

« jTou fee therefore^ [aid the Orator^ 

* what the Law isj and therefore none of you 

* will be able to plead Ignorance when you come 

* to the Old-Baily in the other fporld.^ — 

* But here goes, again, 

* If it had not been fo exprefsly forbid- 

* den in Scripture, ftill the Law of Na- 

* ture would have yielded Light enough 

* for us to have difcovered the great Hor* 
^ ror and Atrocioufnefs of this Crime. 

^ And accordingly we find, that Na« 
^ tions l¥here the Sun of Righteoufncft 

* hath yet never fhihed, have punifhed the 

* Adulterer with the moft exemplary 

* Pains and Penalties, not only the polite 

* Heathens, but the moft barbarous Na- 

* tions have concurred in thefe i in many 

* Places the moft fevere and fhameful cor- 
< poral PuniihmcntSy and in fome, and 

• thofe 
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* thofe not a few. Death itfelf hath bccil 
indiAed on this Crime. 



< 



• And fure in a human Scnfe there is 

* fcarce any Guilt which dcferves to be 

* more feverely punifhed. It includes in 

* it almoft every Injury and every Mif- 
^ chief which one Man can. do to, or can 

* bring on another. It is robbing him of 

* his Property. 

« Mind that^.Ladies^yjaid the Oraton 

* you are all the Property of your Hujbands \ 

* and of that Property; which, if he is a 

* good . Man, he values above all others. 
^ It is poifoning that Fountain whence he 

* hath a Right to derive the fweeteft and 

* moft innocent Pleafure, the moft cordial 

* Comfort,.. the moft iblidFriendlhip, and 
^ nK)ft faithful Afliftance in all his AffairSf 

* Wants and DiftrdTes. It is the Deftrac- 
^ tion of his Peace of Mind, and even of his 
« Reputation, The Ruin of both Wife 

* and Hufband, and fometimes of the whole 

* Family, are the probable Confequence 
*, of this fatal Injury- Domeftic Happincfsr 

* is the End of almoft all our Punuitsi 

* and: the common Reward of all our Paitis.' 

* When Men find themfejves fgr €ver 

* barred fr©m this dclightfijl Frviition, they • 

are 
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? are loft to alllnduflty, and grow candefs 

* of all their wordiy A^irs. Thus they 

* become bad Subjefts, bad Relations, bad 

* Frierids^and'bad'Men. Hatred and Re- 

* vengtt ane the wretched Pafficais which 

* bfiil in. dieir Minds. Defpair and Mad- 
^ nefsvwyscomtnonly enfoe; attd Murder 
^' and^Suidde oftenrclofe the dreadful Scene; 

* Thus, Gentlemen and Ladia, you fee the 

* Scene is clofed. So here ends tbefirfi ASl — 
^ Hfd' thtts begins the jeco^. 

* L have here attempted to lay beFord 
^ yoU ai Pi£hjrc of this Vice, the Motwr of 
^- vvMoh; ifo) Colouns oil mitie catr e^eagge- 
*' m.^ B^l^'wh«: Fetioil cait defin^ire the 
^ ISbiTors. of that* Pkmfiiment wHioh> the 
^ SKrigture deneunoes ifgdnft it.« 

- * And^ wilat ^Ityouifbbjearyour- 

* fclft to thf» Ptintflnnent? Op for wltetT 
^ Reward' wilt you ini}t£k all tiiifi: Miibry 

* onartotiteri I wili^dddon yotiiiFtiend .^ 
^ For the PofMtoii-of a;^ Wottftn^-^ for thtf 
^ Piea&ret of a MomeHC?' But^^ i( n^tlltx' 
« Vimie norRetigUmiCdn leftkln^yiaiM- ih« 
^ o«dkiaie Aj^p^il^ are ttf^if noi? th^y' 
•• Women as haiKfibme^ ^ jwut* Rrtend's' 
9" M^fe^ iviio»i' dtovgh^ not witli^ limo^ 

- • • cence. 
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< cdice» ypu itlay poflftdTs with a.much Jefs 

* DlQgcee oiF Guilt ? WJuit^Modre cbeD(£Bii 
^ « thus iuiry you jon to liie Ddftrudlton lof 

^ yourfelf and your Friend ? Doth thcfecu^ 
^ liar Ranknefs of the Guilt add anv Zeft ta 

< jdie fitn? ^Qofthiit e]pAtthee:tbe FlGaliire as 
f xniAcik fls vit unay be .nfibied it wtUiii« 
t jPuniflwtepti? , , - ^ 

. ^« )Bdt if you can bcfo Joft to all Senfe 
^ it>f Feac, )and of :6faamef and of Gkxxl^ 
^ jiefs, as ifiot to lie debori^ by the Evil 

* whkh/you.areJx>brkig on youriiblf, bf 
, • the extreme Bafenefs of the Adion, nor 

f. by the ]ibutn:m which iymi iane to involve 
^ cothers, iet joat ftiU^usge tfe Difficulty^ I 
^ may :^ tihc ImpQffibiHiyx>f.iiie Succefs. 
^ ¥ou artiattacIuBg a f ottrefe on a Rock ; 
^.aChaftityib^cGu^WWkfisndiB], ^as welh 
^ by a happy natural Difpofition of b/Hadj 

* as by the ftrongeft Prmciples of Reli- 
^ gion and/yituk^ iiipianted by Ediica- 

* tion, and nourilhcd and improved by 
"^ ^tiabitt that the W^omaA muft be in- 
^ vincible even . witfaout -that £cm ^mA 
^ conftant Affe£Uon of her Hufband, whieh 
f wau4d/f;daffd i iciiudi ::)b<|fitr and worfe 
^ di%>fedi£]oaBtJ .^AShatctliei^oreareyoei 
-^ afiOemptiog ibut :to introduce .Difttaift", 
^ iand {)€f^|aps^ DiliiSicm ^between an in^ 

nocenc 
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* nocent and a happy Couple, in which 
^ too you cannot fucceed without bringing, 

^ I am convinced, certam Deftrudion on ^ 

* your own Head ^ 

* Defift, therefore, let me advife youj 

* from this enormous Crime ; retreat rrom 

* the vain Attempt of climbing a Precipice 
^ which it is impollible you fhould ever 

* aicend, where you muft probably fdon 
^ fall into utter Perdition, and can have no 
^ other Hope but of drawing down your 
^ beft Friend into Perdition with you. 

' * I can think of but one Argument more, 
f and that indeed a very l>ad one : You 

* throw away that Time in an impoffiblc 
f -Attempt, which might, in other Places 
f crown your finful Endeavours with Suc- 

« Ccf$. . : ' ; • . ^ 

. « Atdfi Ms the £fmal Ditty. 

* D— n me,* cries one, * did ever mortal 

* hear fuch d*-nd Stuff ? 

* Upon my Soul,' laid anodvs-, * I tike 
f the laftArgumerit Well enough.. There 
.• is fome Senfe in thar: For d— 7n me if 
f I had not rajther go to B-^^fs at any 

.'Time, 
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< Time, thaa follow a virtuous B«-*- for 

* a Fortnight. 

. * ^<m^ faysone of theip, < let us fct the 

* Ditty, to Mufick ; let us fubfcribe to have 
^ it fet by Handel^ it will make an excel- 

* lent Oratorio. 

* D — ^n me. Jack* fays another, ,* we'll 

* have it fet , to a Pfalm Tune, and wc*U 
^ ling it next Sundojf at St. Jameses Churchy 

* and ril bear a Bob, d— ^n me. 

* Fie upon it. Gentlemen, fie upon It/ 
faid a Frier who came up,'* do- you think 

* there is any Wit and Humour in this-'Ri- 

* baldry ; or if there were, would it make 

* any Atonement for abufing Religion and 

* Virtue ? ^ 

* Hey day ! * cries one, * this is a Frier 
5 in good earneft. 

* Whatever I am,* faid the Frier, * I hope 

* at leaft, vou are what you appear to be. 

* Heaven forbid, fpr the Sake of our Po- 

* ftcrity, that you ihould be Gcntlcmep. 

* Jack^* cries one, I let. us tgfs the Fripr 
f in a Blankett 

• Mfi 
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* -Me ina Blanket !* *iid the Frier, • by 
the Dignity of Man, I wiU twift «he 
Neck of every one of you as fure as ever 
the Neck of al!)unghil-Qx:k was twifted. 
At which Words he pulled off his>'Mafque, 
and theireniendous Majefty of Colond 
Bath appear'd, from which^he^^Butks fled 
away as faft as the Trojans heretofore from 
the Pace df /ftM^j. TheCcrtonel did 
not think it worth while to purfue an|r 
other of them except him who had the 
Letter' in his iiand, which the Colond 
defired to fee, and the other deli-> 
vcrcd, faying it was veiry much at 'his 
Service,* 

The Colonel bdng poflfefsM ibf the Letter 
retired as^riwtely as -he could, in order to 
give it a careful Perufal ; for badly as it 
had been read by the Orator, there were 
fomePaffages init-v^hich had plcafed the 
Colonel. He had iuft * gone ^throi^ it 
when Booth paflcd by him •, upon which 
^die Colonel called to him, and delivering 
him the 'Letter, bid him put it in his 
Pocket, and read it at his Leifure. He 
inacEe many Enconiiums upon it, and told 
Booth If, would be. of Service to him, and 
was proper for ail young Men to read. 

^ Booth 
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Booth had not yet feen his Wife ; but as 
he coDcJuded fhe was fafe with Mrs. James^ 
he was jiot uneafy. He had been prevent- 
ed by fearching farther after her, by the 
Lady in the blue Domino, who had joined 
him again. Booth had now made thefe 
Difcoveries ; that the Lady was pretty well 
acquainted with him \ that (he was a Wo- 
man of Fafhion ; and that £he liad a par- 
ticular Regard for him. But though he was 
a ^ay Man, he was in reality fo forrd of his 
Amelia^ ihat he thought of no other Wo- 
man -, wherefore, though not abfolutely a 
Jofeph^ as we have already feen ; yet could 
he not be guilty of premeditated Incon- 
flancy. He was iqdeed To very cold and 
iafenfible to the Hints which were given 
him, that the Lady began to complain of 
his Dulnefs. When the Shepherdefs .again 
came up, and heard this Accufation againft 
him, Ihe confirmed it, faying : ^ I do allure 

* you, Madam, he is the dulleft Fellow-in 

* the World. Indeed I fhould almoft take 

* you for his Wife, by finding you a fecond 

* Time with him ; for I do afUire you the 

* Gentleman very feldom keeps any other 

* Company.* ' Are you fo well acquainted 
' with him, Madam ?* faid the Domino. 

* I have had that Honour longer than your 
Vol. IV. C ' Lady- 
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« Ladylhip, I believe,' anfwered the Shep- 
herdefs. * Poffibly you may. Madam/ 
cries the Domino, * but 1 i^lh you would 

* not inteiTUpt us at prefeAt 5 for we have 

* fome Bufinefs together/ * I believe, Ma- 

* dam,' anfwered the Shephcrdefs, * my 
^ Bufinefs with the Gentleman is altog)ether 
« as important as yours •, and therefore your 

* Ladylhip may withdraw if you pleafc.— 

* My dear Ladies,* cries B^otb^ ' I beg 

* you will not quarrel about me.'— •' Not 

* at all,' anfwered the Domino, * finceyou 
^ are fo indifferent, Irefign my Pretentions 
' with all my Heart. If you had not been 

* the dulleft Fellow upon Earth, I am con- 

* vinced you muft have difcovered me.'— 
She then went off muttering to herfelf^ 
that (he was fatisfied the Shepherdefs was 
fome wretched Creature whom no body 
knew. 

The Shepherdefs overheard the Sarcafm, 
and anfwered it, by afking Beotb what 
Gontemptible Wretch he had picked up. , 

* Indeed, Madam, faid he, you know 
' as much of her as I do ; flie is a mafque- 
' rade Acquaintance like yOurfelf. Like 

* me!' repeated ihe, * Do you think if 

* this had been our firft Acquaintance^^ I 

* fliQuld have wafted fo much Time with 

* you 
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^ you fts I have? For your Part indeed, I 
^ believe a woman will get very little Ad- 

* vantage by her having b^n formerly 

* intimate with you.* * I do not know,^ 
^ Madam^ faid Boofb, that I deferve that 

* charafter, any more than I know thePer- 

* Ion that now gives it .me.* * And you 

* have the Aflurance then,* f^id ihe in her 
own Voice, * to aflPeft not to remember 

* me.' • I think,* cries Bootby • I havp 

* heard that Voice before j h^% upon my 

* Soul I do not recoUeft it* « Do you re* 

* colled,* laid Hie, * no Woman that you 
.* have ufed with the Wgheft Barbarity ? X 

* will not fay Ingratitude.* • No, upon 

* my Honour,* anfwered fiooib. « Men- 

* tion not Honour,' faid Ihe,* thou Wretch: 

* For hardened as thou art, I could ihew 

* thee a Face, that in fpite of thy confum- 

* mate Impudence, would confound thee 

* with Shame and Horrour. Do*ft thou 

* not yet know me ?* * I do, Madam, 

* indeed,' anfwered -B^/l^, * and I confefs, 

* that of all Women in the World you 

* have the moft Reafon for what you. lid.* 

Here a longDI^ogue ^i\(aed betwecin 
idle Gentleman. and )tne X^Kly, wl^om, I 
fUppofe, I need not memiop to i^ave been 
Mus Matbtws i but as it confifked chiefly 

C 2 of 
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of violent Upbraidings on her Side, and 
Excufes on his, I defpair of making it en- 
tertaining to the Reader, and fhall there- 
fore return to the Colonel, who having 
fearched all the Rooms with the utmoft 
Diligence, without finding the Woman he 
looked for, began to fufped that he had 
before fixed on the right Perfon, and that 
jimeUa had denied herfelf to him, being 
pleafed with her Paramour, whom he had 
difcovered to be the noble Peer. 

He refolved therefore, as he could have 
no Sport himfelft to fpoil that of others ; 
accordingly he found out Bootby and aflccd 
him again what was become of both their 
Wives ; for that he had fearched all over 
the Rooms, and could find neither of them? 

pootbwas now a little alarmed at this Ac- 
count, and parting v/ith Mik Maibtws, 
went along with the Colonel in fcarch of 
his Wife. As for Mifs Mathews, Jie bad 
at length pacified her with a Promife. to 
make her aVifit; which l^romife flie ex- 
torted from him, fwearing bitterly in the 
moft folemn Manner, linlefs' he made it 
to her, ihe would expofe both him and 
herfelf at the Mafcjuerade. 
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As he knew the Violenee of the Lady's 
PafTions, and to what Heights they were 
capable of rifing, he was obliged to come 
into thefe Terms •, for he had, I am con- 
vinced, no Fear upon Earth equal to that; 
of Amelia's knowing what it was in the 
Power of Mifs Mathews to communicate 
,to her, and which to conceal from her, 
he had already undergone fo much Unea* 
finefs. 

The Colonel led Booth direftly to the 
Place where he had feen the Peer and A- 
iw^//^ ffuch he was now well convinced (he 
was) fitting together. Booth no fooncr 
faw . her, than he faid to the Colonel, fure 
that is my Wife in Converlation with that. 
Mafque — I took her for your Lady my- 
lelf, faid the Colonel ; but I found I was 
miftaken. — (Hark ye, that is my Lord 
. , and I have feen that very Lady, 
with him all this Night.) 

This Converfation paft at a littfe Dif- 
tance, and out of the Hearing of the fup- 
pofed Amelia'^ when Booth looking fted- 
faftly at the Lady,declared with an Oath that 
he was pofitivethe Colonel was in the rights 
She then bc^kon'd to him witK her Fan; upon 

C3 ' which 
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which he went direftly to her •, and flic 
aflced him to go home, which he Very 
readily confehted to. The Peer then walk- 
ed off, the Colonel went in purfoit of his 
Wife, or of fomc other Woman 5 and 
Mootb and his Lady returned in two Chairs 
to their Lodgings. 

CHAR in. 

Confequencis of the Mafqueradej not uncom-- 
mon nor furprifing. 

THE Lady getting firft out of her 
Chair ran haftily up into the Nur- 
fery to the Children ; fof fuch was Amelia^s 
conftant Method at her return home, at 
whatever Hour. Booth then walked into 
the Dining-roon), where he had not been 
long hdott Amelia tzMt down to him^ and 
With a moft chearful Countenance" flid». 
' Mf Deaf, I faticy we have neither of us- 
fupped, (hall I go down arid fee whether 
there is any cold Meat in the Houfe V 

• For yourfelf, if you pleafe,' anfwered 
Booth i ' but I fliall ^at nothing.* 

^ How, my Dear,' (aid Amelia^ * I hope 
•you have not loft youf Appetite at the 

* Mafquc- 
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* Mafquerade ?* For Supper was a Meal 
at wluch he generally eat very heartily. 

' I know not well what I have loft/ (aid 

* Booth \ * I find myfelf difordered. My 
^ Head aches. I know not what is the 

* Matter with me.* 



* Indeed, my Dear, you fright me/ £iid 
Amelia ; ^ yoU look indeed difordered. I 

* wilh the Mafquerade had been far enough, 

* before you had gone thither.* 



^ Would to Heaven it had,* cries Booth ; 
? but that is over now. Butpray^ Amdia^ 
^ anfwer me one Q^fKon, wbo was cImc ' 
^ Gentleman with you, when I came up to 

* TheGjEtnttemmi, mfI>mr^Uiii4fte^ 
/ij, * what Gentleman V 

• * The Geotlcmai;^ the Nobknuuis when 
< I came up v fure Ifpcak plaUu* 

• Upon iny Word, my Dear, I don't 
' underftand you/ anfwered ibo; ^Idid 

• not know one Perfon at tbe M«fque** 

• radc* 

C4 jHowl^: 
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* How !* faid he, * what fpend the whole 

* Evening with a Mafque without know- 

* ing him ?' 

• Why, my Dear,*^ faid (he, * you 

* know we were not together.* 

* I know we were not,' faid he ? * but 

* what i$ that to the Purpofe ? fure yoa 
*• anfwcr me ftrangety. 1 know we were 

* not together ; and therefore I afk you 

* whom you were with ?* 

• Nay but, my Dear,' faid flie, * can I 

* tell People in Malques?* 



* I fay again, Madam,* faid be, ^ would 

* you converfe two Hours or more with a 

* Malquc whom you did ndt know ?* 

* Indeed, Child,' fays (he, * I know no- 

* thing of the Methods of a Mafqueradc j 

* for 1 never was at one in my Life.' 

* I wiih to Heaven you had not beert at 

* this/ cries Booth. ' Nay you will wifh 

* fo yourfelf, if you tell me Truth — What 

* have I faid ? do I, can I fufpeft yoa of 

* not fpeaking Truth I — Since you are ig- 

norant 
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f nbrant then I will inform you, the Man 
f yoq have converfed with was tKy other 

* than Lord / 

' And is that the Reafon,* faid (he, ' you 

* wifh I had not been there ?* 

. * And is not that Reafon,' anfwered he, 

* fufficient ? Is he not the laft Man upon 

* Earth with whom I would have you con- 
^ verfe?' . 

y * So you really wifh then that I had not 

* been at the Mafquerade ?* 

* I do,' cried he, ' from my Soul.' , 

* So may I ever be able/ cried (he, « to 
f indulge you in every Wifh as in this. — I 

* was not there/ 

* Do not trifie, Amelray* cried he, * you 

* would not jeft with me if you knew the 
^ Situation or my Mind^' 

* Indeed I do not jeft with you,' faid 
flie, * Upon my Honour I was not there. 
^ Forgive me this firft Deceit I ever prac- 

* tifed^ and indeed it fhall be the lafl •, for 
M have paid fevcrely for this by the 

C 5 • ' Un- 
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^ Uneafmefs it hath given me.* She theit 
revealed to hifn the whole Secret, ^hicH 
was thus. 

I think it hath been already mentiorted 
in feme Part of this Hiftory, that Anuflid 
and Mrs. Atkinfon were exaftly of the fame 
Make and Stature, and that there ^as 
likewife a very near Refemblance betweeri 
their Voices. When Mr^. Atkinfon thertford 
found that Amelia was fo extremely aveffd 
to the Mafquerade, Ihe propofed to go 
thither in her ftead, and to pals upon Booib 
for his own Wife. 

This was aft€fW^rds very eafily execut- 
ed ; for when they left Booth's Lodgings, 
Amelia^ who went laft to her Chair, fan 
back to fetch hef Mafque, as fhe pretended, 
which fhe had purpofely left behind. She 
then whipt off her Domino, and threw it 
over Mrs, Atkinfon^ yfho ftood ready to 
receive it, and ran immediately do^ri 
Stairs, and ftepping into AmeUa^% Ghaif 
proceeded with the reft to the Mafquerade. 

As her Stature exaftly fuited that of A-^ 
meliaj fhe had very little Difficulty to carry 
on the Impofition ; for befides the natural 
Refemblance of theirVoices, and the Oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity of fpeaking in a feigned one, fhe had 
fcarce an Intercourfe of fix Words with 
Boaib during the whol^ Tioie ; for the 
Moment they got into the Crowd, fhe took 
the firft Opportunity of flipping from him. 
And he, as the Reader may remember, be- 
ing feized b^ other Women, and conclud- 
ing his Wife to be fafe with Mrs. James 
was iFery well fatisfied, till the Colonel fee 
him upon the Search, as we have fcen be- 
fore. 

Mrs. Atkinfon^ the Moment Ihe cante 
home, ran up Stairs to the Nurfery, where 
(he found j^nelia^ and told her in Haite 
that flie might very eafily carry on the 
Deceit with her Hufl:)and; for that (he 
might tell him what fhe pleafed to invent, 
as they had not been a Minute together 
during the whole Evening. 

Booth was^no fooner fatisiied that his 
Wife had not been from bpme that Even-- 
k)g« than he fell into Raptures with her, 
gave her a thoufand tender Carefies, 
blamed his own Judgment, acknowledged 
the Goodnefs of hers, and vowed never to 
•ppofe her Will more in ^y one Inftance 
during bvS'Life. 

C6 Mrs* 
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Mrs. Atkinfon^ who was ftill in the Nur- 
fery with her Mafquerade Drefs, .was then 
iummoned down Staifs 5 and when Booth 
faw her, and heard her fpeak in her mimie 
Tone, he declared he was not furprifed at 
his having been impofed upon ; for that if 
they were both in the fame Difgviife, he 
Ihould fcarce be able to difcover the Dif- 
ference between ttemi. 

They then fat down to half an Hour*5 
chearful Converfatioh ; after which they 
retired all in the n^ft perfe£b good Hu^ 
mour. 

C H A P. IV. 

Confequenees ef the Maffueradk, 

WJ HEN Booth rofe in the Morning, 
y V ^^ found in his Pocket that Letter 
which had been delivered to him by Colo^ 
Ael Bath^ which, had not Chance brought 
to his Remembrance, be might poifibljr 
have never recolled:ed. 

- He had now howerer the Curiofity to 
open the Letter, and beginning to read ic 
the Matter of it drew him on, 'till he per-> 

ufcd 
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ufed the whole; for notwithftanding the 
Contempt caft upon it by thofe learned 
Critics the Bucks, neither the SubjeiSt, nor 
the Manner in which it was treated^ was 
altogether contemptible. 

But there was ftiU another Motive which 
induced Booth to read the whole Letter; 
and this was, that he prefently thought he 
knew the Hand. He did indeed immedi- 
ately conclude it was Pr. Harrifon •, for the 
Do^or wrote a very remarkable one -, and 
this Letter contained all the Paiticularitiea 
of the Doftor's Charadter. 

He had juft finifhed a fecond Reading 
of this Letter, when the Dodtor himfelf 
entered the Room. The good Man was 
impatient to know the Succefs of Amelia's 
Stratagem ; for he bore cowards her ail that 
Love which Efteem can create in a good 
Mind^without the Afliftance of thofe felBlh 
Conliderations, from which the Love of 
Wives and Children may be ordinarily de- 
duced. The latter of which Nature, by 
very fubtle and refined Reafoning, Tug- 
gefts to us to be Part of our dear felves ; 
and the former, as long as they remain the 
Obje&s of our Liking, that fame Nature 
is furnilhed with very plain and fertile Ar-« 

guments> 
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guments, to recommend to our ASei£Uons. 
lut to raife thsrt AflFeftioA in the huaiaa 
Brcaft, which the Dd6kor had for Amelia^ 
Nature is forced to u& a ktnd of Logic, 
which is no more underftood by a bad 
Man, than Sir Ifaac Newlon*s Doftrine of 
Colours is by one lx>rn blind. And yet 
in reality it contains nothing more abftrufc 
Chan thisy That an Injury is the Obie6fc of 
Anger, Danger of Fear, and Praife of Va- 
nity: For in the fame fimple Manner it 
may be aflferted, .that Goodnefs is the Ob-» 
je& of Love. 

The Doftor enquired immediately for his 
Child (for fo heoften csJkdAn^lia ;) Booth an- 
fwered that he had left herafleep ; for that (he 
had had but a reftlefs Night. ' I hope (he is. 

* not difordered by the Malquerade,* cries 
theDodor. Booth anfwered, he believed 
Ihe would be very well when fhe waked* 

* I fancy,' (aid he, * her gentle Spirits were 

* a little too much fluttered lall Night -, 

* that is all/ 

* I hope then,' faid the Dodor, * you 

* will never more infift on her going to 

* fuch Places, but know your own Hap- 

* pinefs in having a Wife that hath the 
; Difcretion to avoid thofe Places ; which, 

^ though 
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^ though pnerhaps tbty may not bees fomo 

* reprefeni th«ih, fuGh Brcrthels of Vico 

* andDebauchcry, as would impeach the 

* Chahifter of every virtuous Woman who 

* was i«M ac thftm^ are certainly however 
^ Scenes of Riot^ Difbrder, and Intempe^ 

f * ranee, very improper to be frequented 
[ .^ by a chafte and fober Chriftian Matron.* 

Booth declared, that he was very fcnli- 

ble of his £rr6f i and that ib far from fo- 

I fiddng his Wife to go to another Maique-* 

rade, he did not in^nd ever to go thithes 

any mdrc kimfelf. 

The Do£lor btgbly ip^ved the Refo- 

i hation ) md then Booth faid : ^ And I 

^ thank you^ my dear Friend^ as well at 

, * my Wife's Difcretion, that flie was not 

I ^ at the Mafquerade laft Night' He then 

I fektcd 16 the Dodof the Difcovery of tho 

Plbt ; and the good Man was greatly pleafed 

with dve SucodTs of the Straugem, and thai 

Booth took it in fuch good Pare 

* But, Sir/ fzys Booth, • I had a Letter 

* given ihe by a noble Colofiel there, which. 
« is written in a Hand fo very like yours* 
^ that i cbUU almdt fwtar to it. Nor it 
f the Silk, as far as I oaq ftucfi^ unliko 

* your 
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* your own. Here it is, Sir. Doyouo\iirn 

* the Letter, Dodor, ordo you not?* 

The Doftor took the Letter, and hav- 
ing looked at it a Monaent, feid — * And 

* did the Colonel himfelf give you this 
^Letter?*- 

* The Colonel himfelf,' anfwered Booth. 

* Why then,* cries the Doftor, * he is 

* furely the moft impudent Fellow that 
^ the World ever produced. What did he 

* deliver it with an Air of Tpumph ?* 

' * He delivered it me with Air enough/ 
cries Booths' ' after his own Manner, and 

* bid me read it for my Edification. To 

* fay the Truth, I am a litde furprifed 
^ that he fhould fingle me out of all Man- 

* kind to deliver the Letter to v I: do iK)t 

* think I deferve the Charaitor: <£ fuch a 

* Hufband. It is well I am not fo very 
^ forward to take am Affiront as feme 
5 Folks.* 

* I am glad to fee you are not,* feid the 
Dodtor*, * arid your Behaviaur in, this Af- 

* fair becomes^^both the Man of SeAfe and 
f the Chriftiai^ : Vot it would : be furely^ the 

' greateft 
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* grcateft FoHy, as well as the moft daring 

* Impiety, to rifque your owrv Life for 

* the Impertinence of a Fool. . As long as 

* yoo are affured of the Virtue of your 

* own Wife, it is Wifdom in you to de- 
' fpife the Efforts of fuch a Wretch. Not 

* indeed that your Wife accufes him of any 

* downright Attack, though fhe hath ob- 

* ferved enough in his Behaviour to give 

* OflFenee to &t Delicacy/ 

^ You aftonifh mc, Doftor/ faid BoofB. 

* What can you mean ? My Wife dillike 

* his Behaviour! Hath the Colonel ever 

* offended her?' 

* I do not fay he hath ever offended her 

* by any open Declarations. — ^Nor hath he 

* done any Thing which, according to the 

* moft romantic Notion of Honour, you can 

* or ought to refent ; but there is fomething 

* extremely nice in the Chaftity of a trdly 
^ virtuous Woman.' 

* And hath my Wife really complained 

* of any Thing of that kind in theCo- 
? lonel ?' 

* Look ye, young Gentleman/ cries 
the Doftor, ^ I wiU hare no quarrelling, or 

* chaU 
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^ challenging ; I find I have made ibme 
^ Miftake, and therefore I infifl: upon it) 
^ by all the Rights of Friendfhip, that you 

* give me your Word of Honour you will 
^ not quarrel with the Colonel on this Ac« 

* count/ 

' I do with all my Heart,* faid B^ih ; 

* for if I did not know your Character, I 

* fhould abfolutely think you was jefting 
^ with me. I do not think you have mif- 

* taken my Wife •, but I am fure Ihe hath 

* miftaken the Colonel ; and hath mifcon- 

* ftrued fomc overftrained Point of Gal- 

* lantry, fomething of the Quixotte Kind, 
^ into a Defign againfl her Chaftity ^ but 
^ I have that Opinion of the Gok)nel» that 
^ I hope you will not be offended* when I 
^ declare I know not which oi you two I 
^ QxwM be the fooner jealoua of/ 

^ I would by no Means have you jeakMM 

* of any one/ cries the Dodor 5 ^ foe I 

* think my Child's Virtue may be firmly 
^ relied on ; but I am convinced (he woQld 
^ not have faid what fhe did to me> with^ 
^ out a Caufe •, nor (hould I, without iitfJi 

* a Convi6lion, have written that Letter to 
^ the Colonel^ aa- I own to^ you I did. 
t However^ nothing I (ay bath yet paft 

• which^ 
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* which, even in the Opinion of felfc Ho- 

* nour, you are at Liberty to refcnt ; but 

* as to declining any great Intimacy, if you 

* will take my Advice, I think that would 

* be prudent.* 

* You will pardon me, my deareft Friend,* 
fad Booth ; * but I have really fuch an 

* Opinion of the Colonel, that I would pawn 

* my Life upon his Honour •, and as for 
' Women, 1 do not believe he ever .had 

* an Attachment to any,' 

* Be it fo,' faid the Dodtor. * I have 

* only two Things to infift on. The firft 

* \&i that if ever you change your Opini- 

* on, this Letter may not be the Subjedl of 

* any Quarrelling or Fighting: The other 

* is, that you never mention a Word of 

* this to your Wife. By the latter I fhalt 

* fee whether you can keep a Secret ; and 

* if it is no'otherwife materia]^ it will be a 

* wholefomeExercife to your Mind ; for the 

* Praftice of any Virtue is a kind of mcn- 

* tal Exercife, and fefves to maintain ihe 

* Health and Vigour of the Soul/ 

< I faithfully promi& both/ cries Booth. 
And now the Breakfaft entered the Room, 
as dM foon after Amelia^ and Mrs. dtkinfin. 

The 
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The Converfation ran chiefly on the Maf- 
querade ; and. Mrs. Atkinfon gave an Ac- 
count of feveral Adventures there ; but 
whether flie told the whole Truth with re- 
gard to herfelf, I will not determine. For 
certain it is, fhe never once mentioned the 
Name of the noble Peer. Amongft the reft, 
fhe faid there was a young Fellow that had 
preached a Sermon there upon a Stool, in 
Praife of Adultery fhie believed ; for (he 
could not get near enough to hear the Par- 
ticulars. 

During that Tranfadion, Booth had been 
engaged with the blue Domino in another 
Room, fo that he knew nothing of it •, fo 
that what Mrs. Atkinfon now faid, only 
brought to his Mind the Doftor's Letter to 
Colonel Batb •, for to him he fuppofed it 
Was written ; and the Idea of the C6lonel 
being a Lover to Amelia ftruck him in fo 
ridiculous a Light, that it threw him into 
a violent Fit of Laughter. 

The Doftor, Who, from the natural Jea- 
Ipufy of an Author, imputed the Agitation 
of Booths Mufcles to his own Sermon, or 
Letter on that Subjeft, was a little offended, 
and faid gravely: * I fhould be glad to 

• know 
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^ know the Reafon of this immoderate 
Mirth. Is Adultery a Matter of Jeft 
in your Opinion ? 

* Far otherwile/ anfwer'd Booth . « But 
bow is it poflible to refrain from Laugh- 
ter at the Idea of a Fellow preaching a 
Sermon in Favour of it at fuch a Place. 

* I am very forry,' cries the Dodtor, * to 
find the Age is grown to fo fcandalous a 
Degree of Licentioufnefs ; that we have 
thrown off not only Virtue, but Decency. 
How abandoned mud be the Manners of 
any Nation where fuch Infults upon Re- 
ligion and Morality can be committed 
with Impunity ? No Man is fonder of true 
Wit and Humour than myfelf ; but to 

grofane lacred Things with Jeft and 
coffing is a fure Sign of a weak and a 
' wicked Mind. It is the very Vice which 
^ Homer attacks in the odious Character 
^ of Therfites. The Ladies muft excufe 
^ my repeating the PaiTage to you, as I 
' Jcnow you have Greek enough to under- 
' ftand it. 

r z Max* 
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*AXX* Ti oT £?<r«iTo yeXouov *Afytm^i)f 

And immediately adds, 

^ 7?^^^ agiiin defcribes fuch a RafcaL 



-Solutos 



« ^i capiat rifu^ bomimm famam^ue .di-- 
cms §. 

* And fays of him, 

^ m^Hicniger eJf^bunctu^RofmteyCavefo \\. 

* O charming Homsr^* faid Mxs.Jikinfon, 
* rhow puch above ftU other Writers ! 

* I aik your Pardon,' Madam, faid the 



♦ Thus paraphnafcd by.Mr. Popi, 

Avj^d by no Shame ^ by no RefpeSi controird. 
In Scandai hufy^ in Reproaches bold: 
With nuitiv Malice ftudiws to defame^ 
Scorn all pis J(gjr, and Ltm^ter all his Aim. 
f « He nxjos the greatejl Scoundrel in the 'wholfi 
* Army,'* 

.} Who tri<vial Burfis of IfaughUr Jiri*ves to raife^ 
And Courts-of fretting Betulance thef-raife. 

,, Francis. 
H nis Man is Uack, do thou, O Roman, /y» this 
Mom/ 

3 Dodor^ 
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Do6):or» ^ I forgot you was ajScboiar ; but 
^ indeed I did not know you underftood 
^ Greek as well as Latin. 



* I do not pretend,* faid ihc, ^ to be a 

* Critic in the Greek ; but I think I am 
aUe to read a jittle of fhmer^ at leaft 

^ -with the Help of k)okin^ now and then 

* into the l^n. 



c 



c 



* Pray, Madam,* faid the Doftor, * how 
do you tike this Paflage in the Speech of 

^ Heller to Jhdromacbe. 

* ■ * E*< ^Mcev «o'« TO cflcuTiij l|p}K« xifAi^tf 

* Or how do you like the Charader of 
« Hippodamia^ who, by being the prettieft 

* Girl, and beft Workwoman of her Age, 

* ^ot .one of the beft HuA>ands in all 

* STrigfi ■ Ithink, indeed, /2s«idr enume- 
^ rates her Diicretion with her otber Qua- 
^ lifications ; but I do not remember he 
^ gives us one Charafter of a Woman of 

* licarning.-'*-J)on*t yeu conceive this 

^ ^ III' III! 

* * Go k€m€ nmd mnd yottr §vm Bnfimfs. fcl"^ 

* low your S^innhg, and kuf ^mr. Mud$ U $Mr 

* fTork.* 

*to 
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* to be a great Omiffion in that charmingi 

* Poet? However, Juvenal makes youl 

* amends, for he talks very abundantly of 
« the Learning of the Roman Ladies in his 

* Time* 

* You are a provoking Man, Doflor,* 
feid Mrs. Atkinfon^ * Where is the Harm 

* in a Woman's having Learning as well | 

* as a Man ? 

* Let me afk you another Queftion,' 
faid the Dodlor. ' Where is the Harm in a 

* Man*s being a fine Performer with a 
' Needle as well as a Woman ? And yet, 

* anfwer me honeftly. Would you greatly 

* chufe to marry a Man with a Thimble 
' upon his Finger ? Would you in earneft 

* think a Needle became the Hand of 

* your Hufband as well as a Halberd ? 

^ As to War, I am with you,* faid flic. 

* H/itner himfelf, I well remember, makes 

* Hellor tell his Wife, that warlike Works 

* . What is the Greek Word PoU 

* lemy^ fomething— belonged to Men 

* only ; and I readily agree to it. I hate 
^ a mafculine Woman, an Amazon, as 
^ much as you can do ; but what is dierc 

* mafculine in Learning ? 

* Nothing 
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* Nothing fo mafculine, take my Word 
« for it. As for your Pollemy^ I look: 

upon it to be the true Charafteriftic of 
* a Devil. So Homer every where cha- 
« radlerizes Mars. 



c 



* Indeed, my dear,* cries the Serjeant, 

* you had better not difpute with the 

* Doctor ; for upon my Word, he will be 

* too hard for you. 

' Nay, I beg you will not interfere,* 
cries Mrs. Atkinfon^ * I am fure you can be 

* no judge in thefe Matters.' 

At which the Dodlor and Booth burft 
into a loud Laugh \ and Amelia^ though 
fearful of giving her Friend Offence, could 
not forbear a gentle Smile. 

* You may laugh. Gentlemen, if you 

* pleafe,* faid Mrs. Atkinfon ; • but I thank 

* Heaven, I have married a Man who is 
^ not jealous of my Underftanding. I 

* (hould have been the moft miferablc 

* Woman upon Earth with a ftarched Pe- 
' dant, who was poffefTcd of that nonfen- 

* ficad Opinion, that the Difference of Sexes 

* caufes any Difference iii the Mind. Why 

Vol. IV. D * don't 
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* don't you honeftly avow the Turki/b No- 
^ tion, that Women have no Souls i for 
^ you fay the fame thing in Efiefti 

* Indeed, my dear,' cries the S&rjenntf 
greatly concerned to fee his Wife fo angry, 

* you have miftaken the Doftor. 

* I bozy my dear/ cried (he, * you will 

* fay notniM^iipon thcfe SuWeifts.'*— I liopc 
^ you at leaft ao not defpite my Under- 

* (landing. 

* I )d!ure you, I do not,' feid the Se^ 
jeant, ^ and 1 hope you will never dc- 

* fpife mine •, for a Man may have fomc 
^ Underftandii^, 1 hope, widxnit Learn- 
^ ing/ 

Mrs. Atkinfon fed<i«jad cxtrraieJy it 
thefe Words -, . and the Doftor fearing 
he had gone too far began to foften Mat- 
ters, in which Amelia aflifted hini^ By 
xhtit Means ^eStorai rifinp in Mrs. AtHnfm 
before was in fome meagre laid, at leaft 
fufpendiisd from burftmg at prefent ; but 
^ feU afterwards upon the poor Serjeant's 
-Head in a Torrent ; who had learn'd per- 
i)aps one Maxim from his Trade, that a 
Cannon-Sail always doth Mifchief in pro- 
portion 
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portion to the Reliftance it meets with ; 
and that nothing fo efitdually deadens its^ 
PcwceasaWool-pack. The Serjeant there- 
fore bore all with Patience; and the Ideacf 
a Wool-pack perhaps bringing that of a 
Featherbed into his Head, he at laft not 
only qiiieted his Wife j but fhe cried out 
with great Sincerity, * Well, my dear, I 
^ wHl fay one thing for you, that I believe 
^ from my Soul, though you have no 

* Learning, you have the beft Underftand- 

* ing of any Man upon Earth ; and I muft 

* own I think the latter far the more pro- 
« fitable of the two.* 

Far different was the Idea fhe enter- 
tained of the Dodtor, whom, from this 
Day, fhe confidered as a conceited Pedant, 
nor could all Amelia's Endeavours ever 
alter ho: Sentiments. 

The Doftor now. took his Leave of 
Booth and his Wife for a Week, he in- 
tending to fet out within an Hour or two 
with his old Friend, with whom our Rea- 
ders were a little acquainted at the latter 
End of the Ninth Book, and of whom per- 
haps they did not then conceive the mofl 
favourable Opinion. 

D 2 Nay, 
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^ay I am aware that the Efteem which 
Ibme Readers before had for the Doctor, 
«nav be here lefleDcd ; fince he may appear 
.^o nave been too eafy a Dupe to the grofs 
Flattery of the old Gentleman. U there 
he any fuch Critics, we are heartily forry 
as well for them as for the Doftor •, but it 
is our Bufinefs to difcharge the Part of a 
faithful Hiftorian, and to defcribe Human 
Nature as it is, not as we would wifh it to be. 

C H A P. V. 

In which Colonel Bath appears in great Glory. 

Tii A T Afternoon, as Booib was 
walking in the Park, he met witli 
CclonelBaiby who prefently alked him for 
the Letter which he had given him the 
Night before, upon which Booth imme- 
•diately returned it. 

* Don't you think,' cries Ba/hj ' it is 

* writ with great Dignity of Expreflion 

* and Emphafis of— of— of Judgment? 

* I am furprifed though,' cries Booti^ 

* that any one Ihould Write fuch a Letter 
^ to you, Colonel. 

*T9 
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* To me ? ' faid Bath.— « What do yoir 

* mean, Sir, I hope you don't imagine 

* any Man durft write fuch a Letter to 

* me ? D ■ n me if I knew a Man who 
^ thought me capable of debauching my^ 

* Friend's Wife, 1 would— d— n me. 

* I believe indeed Sir, cries Booth, that 
' no Man living dares put his Name ta 
^ fuch a Letter : But you fee it is and* 
^ nymous^ 

I don't know what you mean by ominous* 
cries the Colonel ; * but, blaft my Repu- 
^ tacion, if I had received fuch a Letter, if 

* I would not have fearched the World- to 

* have found the Writer. D — r-n mc, I 
^ would have gone to the Eaft Indies to 

have pulled off his Nofc. 



«w 



• He would indeed have deferved it,* 

Qxxt^Booiit. * Butpray^ Sir^ how came 

^ you by it ? 

* I tookiti* faid the Colonel, • from ar 
•'Set of idle young Rafcals, one of whomi* 
' was reading it out aloud upon a Stool, 
^ while the reft were attempting to make 
* a. J^, not only of the Letter^ but of allr 

D a •Decency^. 
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* Decency, Virtue and Religion. A Set 
^ of Fellows that you nmft have fecn or 

* heard of ^xait Town, that arc» d— « tne^ 
^ a Difgrace to the Dignity of Manhood ; 
^ Puppies that miftake Noile and Itnpu- 
^ dence, Rudenefs and Pro&nsneis for 

* Wit. If the Drummeis of my Company 

* had not more Underftanding than twenty 
^ fuck Fellows, Td ha^tre them botk wMpc 
^ out of the Rcgknent. 

• So then you do not know the Feribn 
to whom it was writ,' faid Boc(b. 



« 



*- UentcnaBtv cries the Colonel^ your 
Queftion defervea dq Answer. I ougfat to 
take Time tx> confider whether I ought 
not to refent the Suppoficion. Da you 
think. Sir, I am acquainted with a 
Rafcal ? 

* Idonocfuppofe, Cobnel,* crit%Bd0tk 
tdiat you would willingly eiiltivate an In- 

^ timacy with fuch a Perfon ; but a Mao 
^ muiit have good Luck who hath anv 
^ Acquaintance, if there are not fon^e Ral- 
^ cab among them. 

• I am not oflfended with you. Child,* 
lays the ColoncL ^ I know you did not 
^ iMend to offend me. ^ No 



i 
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* No Man> I believe, dares Intend it,* 
faid Booth. 

* I believe fo too,.* faid the Colonel, d—ii 

* me, I know it. But you know. Child, 

* how tender I am on this Subje<5L If I 

* had been ever married myfelf, I (hould 

* have cleft the Man's Scull who had dar*d 

* look wantonly at my Wife. 

* It is certainly the moft cruel of all In* 

* juries,' faid Bvotb. * How fioftly dodl 
« ^^O^^exprefsitiahisOl^dS?/ 

« But tbere^ ^whort 1 bad tnafu^^d up 
* ny Soul. 

^ That SkakeffUrt^' crira the Colonel, 

* was a fine Fellow. He was a very pretty 
^ Poet indeed. Was knot SbdhjpMre that 
^ wrofte the Fkjr about Ibifpur f You 
^ muft remeiniDer thcfe Lines^ I got tham 
« almofl by Heart at the Pkty^Hdufe \ for 
« I never noiflcd thai Piay wh^nevtfr it was 
« afkedy if I was ia Towik 

^ Rf Hiaifn k was sm mfy iMp^ 

« TofkA brigbtmnmr intQ tbiFiiltMB^ii 

^ Or drive intftbeioitmk/iDiip. 

D 4 « And 
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* And— and — Faith I have almoft forgot 

* them » but I know it is fomcthing^ about 

* faving your Honour from drowning ■ 

* O it is very fine. I fay, d n me, 

* the Man that writ thofe Lines was the 

* greateft Poet the World ever produced. 

* There is Dignity of Expreflion and Em- 

* phalis of thinking, d n me/ 

Booih aflentcd to rfieColpnersCritiGHin, 
and then cried ' I wifh. Colonel, you 

* would be fo kind to give me that Letter.' 
The Colonel anfwcred, if he had any par- 
ticular Ufe for it, he would give it him 
with all his Heart, and prefently delivered 
it ; and foon afterwards they parted. 

Several Paflages now ftruck all at once 
upon Bootb^s Mind, which gave him great 
Uneafinefs. He became confident now 
that he had millaken one Colonel for ano- 
ther; and though he could not account 
for the Letter's getting into thofe Hands 
from whom Batb had taken it (indeed 
^Jmigs had dropt it out of his Pocket) yet 
a thoufand Circumftances left him no room 
to doubt the Identity of the Perfon, who 
was a .Man much more liable to raife 
.the jSufptcion of a Huiband than honeft 
Bath^ who would at any Time have- ra- 
ther 
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ther fought with a Man than lain- with a 
Woman. 

The whole Behaviour of Amelia nKfit 
ruflied upoii his Mei|K)ry. Her Refolu* 
tion not to take up her:Refidence at the 
Colonel's Houfe ; her B^ckwardnefs even- 
to dine there, her Unwillingnefs to go to 
the Mafquerade, many of her unguarded 
Expreflions, and fome where (he had been^ 
more guarded, all joined together to raife- 
fuch an Idea in Mr. Booths that he had 
almoft taken a Refolution lo go and cut 
the Colonel to Pieces in his own Houfe. 
CoolerThougbts, :however, fuggefted them- 
felves to him^ in Time* He recolledkcd 
the Promife he had fo folemnly made to 
the Doctor. He confidered nio Wover, that 
he was yet- in the Dark, as to the Extent 
of the Colonel's Guilt Haying nothing 
therefore to fear from it, he contented 
himfelf to poftppne a Refentment which 
he never thelefs refolyed to. take of the. 
Colonel hereafter, if he found he was in 
any Degree a Delinquent.. ' 

The firft Step, he determined to take 
was, on the firft Opportunity, to. relate to 
Colonel James the Means, by whidi he be- 
came poflcfled of thbLetter^ and toreadi 
D 5, it 
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k to hioK On which Occafion be thought 
he fhould eafily difcern by the Behaviour 
of the Colonel, whether he had been £u- 
ipcded either bf Jmitia or the Dod:or 
Mikfaout a Caufe : Bm as Ua his Wife» he 
fuUy refblred not to reve^ the Stecret ^ 
her tilt d»e Dolor's Return. 

White Boa$b was^ deeply enraged by 
himielf in thefe Meditaoions, C^apt. Treni 
came up to hitn^ and £uniKarly flapped 
Mm on the Shoulder. 

They were foon joined by a third Gc»- 
deman, and pi^fently afterwards by a 
fourth) both Acquaintances of Mr. Trent \ 
and all hartng walked twice the Len^ 
of the Mall together, it being now p^ 
Nine in the Erening, Trent propofcd go- 
ittg la the Tavern, to which the Stran^ 
gers immediately confented; and B9$tb 
MfDfdf, after fome Refiftance, was at 
length perfuaded to comply* 

To the King^S'Anns. then they w«it, 
where the Bottle went very brifkly round 
titl after Elevmi at which Time Trent 
p)?opofed z Game at Cards, to which Pro- 
pofal Ukewife Bwti^s Confent was obtained, 
Shovgh not without much Difficulty ; for 

though 
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though ht had natunilhr fotne Indinatbn 
to Gaming> and had formerly a littk in* 
duiged k ; yet he had entireliy left it off for 
many Years. 

Boaib and his Friend wereTartnerS) ztid 
had at firft fome Succefs ; but Forlim^ 
according to her ufual Condud, foon Shifted 
about, and perfecuted Booth with fuch 
Malice, that in about two Hours he was 
ftripM of all the Gold in bis Pocket, which 
amounted to twelve Guineas, being more 
than half the Caih which he was at thae 
Time worth. 

How eafy it is for a Man who is* at 
all tainted with the Itch of Gaming, to leave 
off Play in fuch a Situation, efpecially 
when he is likewife heated with Lkjuor,^ 
I leave to the Gamefters to determine. 
Certain it is, that Booth bad no Inclination 
to defift ^ but, on the contrary, was fo ea- 
gerly bent on playing on, that he called 
Ws Friend out of the Roomi and afked 
him for ten Pieces, which he promifed 
punfhially to pay the next Morning. 

Trent chid him for ufing fo muck For-* 

mality on the Occafion. ** You know,* 

D 6 'iJMd 
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* faid he, ^ dear Boaib^ you may have what 
^ Money you pleafe of me. Here is a 2 o i^ 

* Nqte, at your Service,, and if you want 
' five times the Sum, it is at your Service. 

* We will never let thefe Fellows go away 

* with our Money in this manner ; for we 

* have fo much the Advantage, that if 

* the knowing ones were here, they would 

* lay odds of our Side. 

But if this was really Mr. 7r^»/*s Op^ 
nion, he was very much miflraken ; for thc- 
other two honourable Gentlemen were not 
only greater Mafters of the Game, and 
fomewhat foberer than poor Bocibj having 
with all the Art in their Fower evaded the 
Bottle ^ but they had moreover another 
fmall Advantage over their Adverfarits> 
both of them, by means of fome certain^ 
private Signs, previoufly agreed upon 
between them, being always acquainted 
with the principal Cards in each other's 
Hands. It cannot be wonderM therefore,, 
that Fortune was on their Side ; for bow^ 
ever fhe may be reported to favour Fools^ 
(he never I believe (hews them any Coun« 
tenance when they engage in Play with 
Knaves. 

The 
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The mort Booth loft^ rii€ dcepnerheinade: 
bis Bees ; the Confequence of > which was^; 
that about two in the Morning, befidesv 
the Lofs.of his own Moneys he. was 50/.. 
indebted, to* Trent., A Sum indeed which/ 
he would not have borrowed, . had not' the: 
other, hke a very generous Friend, pulh'dj 
it upon -him.. 

. Trent's Pockets became af iaft • dry, byr 
means, of thefe Loans. His own Lofs in-- 
deed was trifling -, for; the Stakes, of the.- 
Games were no higher than Crowns ; and . 
betting, . (as it is called) was that to which > 
Bootb owed his Ruin.. The Gentlemen:) 
therefore,- pretty? well knowing. BMh\%i 
Circumftances, and being kindly unwil-. 
ling to win more of a Man than he was' 
worth, declined playing. any longer, nor. 
did Booth, once afk them to perfift.4 for* 
he was aibamed of the Debtx which ha. 
had already contrafted to Trenti and very, 
far from defirihg to encreafe it. 

The»Company then feparated. . The twa 
Vidtors.and Trent went off in their Chairs ta 
their feveral Houfes near Grofvenor^Square*^ 
and poor Booih^ in a melancholy Mood,, 
walk'd home to his Lodgings. He was. 
.4 indeed 
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indeed in fuch a Fit of Defpair, that it 
moce thani once amt inta bis^ Head to. put 
a(i End to. his bifendsle Being* 

But bcfoitt wc ifUTodiiee him to Amelia^ 
vfc mc& do her the Juftice to relate the 
manner in wbicb flie fpenc this, unhap- 
py Evening. It wai about ievea wten 
Booth left her to walk in the Pack : From 
this Time till paft Eight fhe was em- 
ptoy'd vs^th her Children, in playing with 
them, vx giring them their Supper, 2avi in 
puttii^ tiurm to Bed. 

When thefeCMkes were performed, fhe 
employed herfeif another Hour in cooking 
up a mtle Supper for her Hulband, diii 
beingr as we have already obierved, his 
favourke Meal, as indeed ic was hers ; and 
in: a naoft plea^t and delight&xl Manner 
they genei^ly paflfed their Time at this 
Seafon, though their Fare was very feldom 
of the fumptuous KindL 

It now grew dark, and her haftied Mut- 
ton was ready for the Table, but no Boctb 
appeared. Having waited therefore for him 
a full Hour, fhe gave him over for that E- 
vening ; nor was fhe much alarmed at his 
Abfence, as fhe knew he was in a Night 

or 
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or two to be dt the Tavern wJKb fome 
Brother Officers^. She concluded t^refere 
that they had met in the Pkrk, and had 
^eed to f|)end thia Evening togot^er. 

At Ten then flie fet down^ to Supper hf 
hcrfelf ; for Mrs. J^kin/bn^ was then^abfoatf. 
Anid here we cannot help relating a^ Ifttte 
Incident, howiever trivial- it may appear tO' 
feme. Having lat fome Tmie a^one re- 
fleeing on their diftrefe'd Stuation, her 
Spirits ^rew very low ; and (he was once 
or twice going to ring the Bell ta fend her 
Maid for half a Piot of White-wine, but 
check'd her Inclination in order to five the 
little Sum of Sixpence ; which Ae did the 
more refohrteiy as flic had before refuted 
to gratify her Children wirii Tarts for their 
Supper from the fame Motive. And thiir 
Self-denial ihe wa$ very probably wstSAUk^ 
to fave Sixpence, while her Hoibmd was 
raying a Ddw: of fcveral Guineas incurred 
by the Ace of Truipps- being in the Hands^ 
ot his Adverfary. 

Inflead therefore of this Cordial ihe took 
up one of the excellent Farqubar's Come- 
dies, and read it half through, when the 
Clock fh-iking Twelve, fhe retired to Bed, 
leaving the Maid to fit up for her Maftpn 

ihe 
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Sh^ woujd indeed have much more wil- 
lingly have fat up herfelf -, but the Delicacy, 
gf her own Mind affured her that Boc/h. 
woul4 not thank her for the Compliments 
This is indeed a Method which fome Wives 
take^of upbraiding their Hufbands for ftay- 
ing abroad till, too late an Hour, and o£ 
wigaging them, thro^Tendernefs and Good^^ 
nature never, to enjoy the Company of their 
Friends too long, when they muft do this 
at the Expence of their. WiveSv Reft. . 

To Bed then^lhe went, but not to fleep^ 
Thrice indeed . fhe told the difmal Clock,. 
and as often heard the more difmal Watch- 
man, till. her miferable Huiband found his 
Way homey and ftole filently, Jike a Thief,, 
to Bed to her ; at which Time pretending. 
then firft to awake fhe threw her fnowy 
Arms around him •, though, perhaps, the 
ipore witty Property of Snow, according tOv 
Addifofiy that is tofay,.itsColdnefs, rather, 
belonged to the poor Captain. 



C H A R 
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CHAP. VL 
. Ready Gamejiery and obferve. 

TDOO TH could not fo well dilguffe the 
^ Agitations of his Mind from Amelia^ 
but that (he perceived fufficient Symptoms 
to aflure her that fome Misfortune had be-* 
fallen him^. This made her in her Tuin fa 
uncafy, that Booth took Notice of it,, and 
after Breakfaft faid, * Sure, my dear £- 
« mily^ fomething hath faUen out to vex 
^ you.* 

-^«^^ZfVi looking tenderly at him anfweredi 

* Indeed, my Dear, you are in the right. 
' I am indeed extremely vexed/ * For 
^ Heaven's Sake/ faid he, ' what is it?* 

* Nay, my Love/ cries ihe^ * that you 

* muft anfwer yourfelf. Whatever it is 
^ which hath given you all thatDifturbancc 
^ that you in vain endeavour to conceal 

* from me, this it is which caufcs all my 

* Afflidion.'- 

* You giiefs truly, my Sweet,' replied 
Booth \ * lam indeed afflifted, and 1 will 

* not, nay I cannot conceal the Tfiith from 

* yau. 1 have undone myfdf^ Jmlm*^,\ - 

What. 
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• What have you done, Child?' faid (he, 
in Ibme Copftcrnation, * pray tell mc* 

* I have loft my Money at Play,' an- 
fiirered he. 

• Pugh!' laid (he, recovering herfelf,— 
^ what fignifies the Trifle you had in your 
^ Pocket ? Rcfolvc never to play again » 

• and let it give you no further Vexation. 
^ I warrant you we will contrive fooie 
.* Method tO' repair fiich a Lo&.' 

* Thou heavenly Angel, thou Comfort 

• of my Soul,' cried ^tb tenderly em- 
bracing her — Then ftarting a litde from 
her Arrns^ and looking with eager Fond* 
ne6 in her Eyes, he £ud,. ^ Let nsje furvey 
^ thee^ art thou really hrnnan, or art thoti 

• not rather an angel io a human Form ? 

« O, no^' cri«d hc^ flying again iiitd 

^ her Aims» ^ thou art my. deorcft Wo^ 
f man^ my beft, my beloved Wife^^ 

jtmelia having returned all his Careflfes 
with e^al Rindnefs told. him ihe had 
new eleven Guneas hi her Purfe, and aiked 
haw much 0» fliould fetchhim.*-* I would 
t AOt advifeyoot Bilif^ to cany too roQch 

* ia 
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*' in your Pocket, for fear it (hould be a 
^ Temptation to you to^vcfum to Gaming, 
^ in order to retrieve 'your ptft Lo&s. 

* Let me beg yoivtMi all A<ccount8» nepcp 
^ ci» think more, if poffihie^ on tiie Trifle 
^ you hare Ioft» any more than if you had 

* never poflicQfcd k.' 

Bmb promised her faidii&Ily he nevef 
wouM, and refio&d to take asiy of die mo- 
Bey. He th<m hefitated a Moment^-^and 
cried — * You fey^ my Dear, you ha^e el?- 

* Ten Guineas % yost have aE^amond RingI 
^ likewise, which wa; your Grandmother'Sy 
^ 1 iselieve thac is wosth twenty Pound ; 

* aad your own and the Child^s Watch 
^ sore worth as mvcb more,^ 

• I betiemc they would fcttfor as waKsh,* 
cried Amtlia\ « for a f^wnbrdcer of Mrs; 

* jitkmjofifs Aequaincanee oflSsred to lend 

* me ^rty-five Pounds upon them, when 

* you was i» your fcift Diftrefs.— But wh/ 

* are you con^udiig their Value now 9* ' 

* I was only confidering,^ smfwered he^ 
^ how much wo <^ould raife in any OSt of 

* Eadgency.* 

♦I 
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* I have computed it myfclf,' faid iHc ; 

* and I bcKpve all we have in the World, 
\ befides our bare neceffary Apparel, would 
^ produce about fixty Founds : And fijp- 

* pofe, my Dear,* laid Ihe, ' while we 
' have that little Sum, we fhould think of 

* employing it fome Way or other to pro- 
<^ cure fome finall Subfiftence for ourfelves 

* and our Family. As for your Depend- 
t ance on the Coloners- Fricndlhip, it is 
^ all vain, I am afraid, and fallacious. 
^ Nor do I fee any Hopes you have from 

* any other Quarter^ of providing for 

* yourfelf again in the Army. And thougb 
^ the Sum. which is now in our Power is 
' very fmall 5 yet we may poffibly contrive 

* with it to put ourfelves into fome mean 
^ Way of Livelihood. I have a He^r, 

* my Billy^ which is capabfe of undergo- 

* ing any Thing for your Sake ; and I hope 

* my Hands are as able to work, as thofc 

* which have been rnore inured to it. But 
*' think, my Dear, think what muft be 
' our wretcned Condition, when the very 

* little we now have, is all mdulder'd away, 
•^ as it wiUJoOn, be irt this Tqw^^! 

When poor Booib heard; this^, and; re- 
leftcd that the Tim^yihxchAne^a.fotcf^^ 

was. 
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^was akcady arrived ffor that he had al- 
ready loft every Farthing they were worth) 
it touched him to the Quick •> he turned 
pale, gnaflied his Teeth, and cried out, 
^ Damnation ! this is too much to bear.* 

Amelia was thrown into the utmoft 
Confternation by this Behaviour, and with 
great Terror in her Countenance cried out, 

* Good Heavens, my dear Love, what is 

* the Reafon of this Agony ?* 

' Afk me no Qucftions,* cried he, * un- 

* lefs you would drive me to Madnefs.* 

* My fiii/y, my Love,* faid fee, * what 

* can be the Meaning of this ?-^I beg you 

* will deal openly with me, and tell mc 

* all your .QriefsuV 

* Have you deaJt fairly with me, Ame- 
^ iiar faidhe. 



f 



^ Yes furdy,' laid fee, * Heaven is my 
Witnefs haw fairly.' * 



* Nay, do hot call Heaven,' cried he, 
* to witnefs a Falfeood. You have not 
' dealt openly with me, Amdia. You have 

concealed S/ecrcts from me \ Secrets which 



> 
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* I ought tp htvt known, and mbich if I 
^ had known, k had boea bcttsr for us 

* both/ . 

* You aftoniih mc, m nuxh as yon 
« (hock me,* cried fhe, * What Falfliood, 

* whai: Treaohery have I been guilty of V 

« You tell nae/ laid he, * that I can 

* have no Reliance on James^ why did yoQ 

* not tell me fo before ?' 

* I can Heaven agam/ faid flie, < to 

* witnefs ; nay I appeal to yourfelf for die 

* Truth of it ; I have often told you fo. 

* I have told you I difliked the Man, not- 
^ wtthftanding the many Favours he had 
f done you* I defired you not to have too 
« abfolute a Reliance upon him. I own I 

* had once an extreme good Opinion of 
^ him, but I changed it, and I acquainted 

* you that I had fo— — 

* But not,* cries he, y wiA the Reafoni 
^ why you had changed it.* 

^ I was really afraid, my Dear,* faid ihe, 

* of going too far. I knew the Obligati- 
r ons you had to him ; and if I fufpeded 

* that he aOed rather ftoOL Vanity than 

* true Fricndlhip— — ^ Va* 
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J, * Vamty !' cries he, • take Cartjjimih'a^ 
^ you know his Motive to be much worfe 

* than Vanity — A Motive, which if he had 
I ^ piled Obl^ations oh me 'till they had 
£ ^ readied the Skies, would tumble all down 
1^ * to Hell. It is in vain to conceal it Jon* 

* ger— ^I know all— your Confident hath 
„ ^ told me all.* 

t 

^ Nay then,* cries Ihe, * on ipy Kneas 

* I entreat you to be pacified, and hear me 
, * out. It was, my Dear, for you, my 
] ^ dread of your jealous Honour, and the 

* fatal Confequences/ 

« Is not AneHa then,* cried he, * equally 

* jealous of my Honour ! Would fhe, 

* from a weak Tcnderncfe for my Perfon^ 

* go privately about to betray, to under- 

* mine the mbft invaluable Tr»fure of my 
^ Soul ? Would (he have me pointed at as 

* riie credulous Dupe, the ealy Fool, the 
^ taune, the kind Cuckold of a Rafcal, 

* with wfeom I converfcd as a Friend ?* 

* Indeed you injure tnc,' faid AmelU. 

* Heaven forbid I fliould have the Trial j 

* but I think I could iacrifice all I hold 

* moft dear co preserve your Honour. I 
3 ! ^i^ 
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* think I have (hewn I can. But I will — 

* when you are cool, I will — fatisfy ycfu I 
-* have done nothing you ought to blame.* 

* I am cool then,' cries he — * I will with 
*.the greateft Coolnefs hear you. — But do 

* not think, jimelia^ 1 have the leaft Jea- 

* loufy, the leaft Sufpicion, the leaft Doubt 
' of your Honour. It is your Want of Con- 

* fidence in me alone which I blame.' 

* When you are calm,' cried flie, * f 

* will fpeak, and not before.' 

He affured her he was calm ; and then 
fhe faid — * You have juftified my Conduft 

* by your prefent Paffion, in concealing 

* from you my Sufpicions ; for they were 

* no more, nay it is poflible they were un- 

* juft : For fince the Doftor, in betraying 

* the Secret to you, hathfo far falfified my 

* Opinion of him, why may I not he as 

* well deceived in my Opinion of the Co- 

* lonel ; fince it was only formed on fome 
« Particulars in his Behaviour, which I dif- 

* liked ? for upon my Honour he never 

* fpoke a Word to me, nor hath been ever 
« guilty of any diredt Aftion which I could 
« blame.' She then went on, and related 
moft of the Circumftances which fhe had 

men* 
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mentioned to the Doftor, omitting one or 
two of the ftrongeft, and giving fuch a 
Turn to the reft, that if Booth had not had 
fome of O(hello\ Blood in him, his Wife 
would have almoft appeared a Prude in his 
Eyes. Even he, however, was pretty well 
pacified by this Narrative, and faid he was 
glad to find a Poflibility of the Colonefs 
Innocence, but that he greatly commended 
the Prudence of his Wife, and only wi(hed 
fhe would for the future make him her 
only Confident. 

Amelia upon that expreffcd Ibme Bitter- 
nefs againft the Doftor for breaking his 
Truft, when Booth in his Excufe related all 
the Circumftances of the Letter, and plainly 
convinced her, that the Secret had dropt 
by mere Accident ifrom the Mouth of the 
Dodor. * 

Thus the Hufband and Wife became 
again reconciled, and poor Amelia gene- 
roufly forgave a Paflion, of which the fa- 
gacipus Reader is better acquainted with 
the real Caufe, than was that unhappy Lady. 



\oL.\\. E CHAPv 
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CHAP. VII. 

In which Booth receives a Vifit from Cap- 
tain Trent. 

WHEN Booth grew perfedly cool, 
and began to refleft that he had 
broken his Word to the Doftor, in having 
made the Difcovery to his Wife, which wc 
have fecn ih the lau Chapter, that Thought 
gave him great Uneafinefs •, and now to 
comfort him. Captain Trent came to make 
"him a Vifit. This was indeed almoft tlic 
]aft Man in the World, whofe Company 
he wiihed for •, for he was the only Man he 
was afhamed to fee, for a Reafon well 
known to Gamefters; among whom the 
moft- diflionourable bf all Things, is not 
to' pay a Debt, contrafted at the Gaming- 
Table, the next Day, or the next Time at 
lead that you fee the Party. 

Booth made no Doubt, but that Trent 
was come on Purpofe to receive this Debt ; 
the latter had been therefore fcarce a Mi- 
nute in the Room, before Booth began, in 
an aukward Manner, to apol(%ize ; but 
Trent immediately ftopt his Mouth, and 
faid, * I do not want the Money, Mr. 
3 • Booths 
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* Bootb^ and you may pay it me whenever 

* you are able ; and if you arc never able, 

* I affure you i will never afk you for it.* 

This Grenerofity raifed fuch a Tempefl: of 
Gratitude in Booth (if I may be allowed 
the Expreflion) that the Tears burfl: from 
his Eyes, and it was fome Time before he 
could find any Utterance for thofeSenti-* 
ments with which his Mind overflowed ; 
but when he began to exprefs his Thank- 
fulnefs, Trent immediately ftopt him, and 
gave a fudden Turn to their Difcourfe. 

Mrs. Trent had been to vifit Mrs. Booth 
on the Mafquerade Evening, which Vifit 
Mrs. Booth had not yet returned. Indeed 
this was only the fecond Day fince flie had 
received it. Trent therefore now told his 
Friend, that he fliould take it extremely 
kind if he and his Lady would wave all 
Ceremony^ and fup at their Houfe the next 
Evening. Booth hefitated a Moment — but 
prefently faid, * I am pretty certain my 

* Wife IS not engaged, and I will undertake 

* for her. I am .fure fhe will not refufe 

* any Thing Mr. Trent can aflc.* And 
foon after urent took Booth with him to 
vraUc in the Park. 

E 2 There 
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There were few greater Lovers of a 
Bottle than Trent ; he foon propofed there- 
fore to adjourn to the King^s Arms Tzvcrn^ 
•where Booths though much againft his In- 
clination, accompanied him. But TrM 
was very importunate, and Booth did not 
think himfelf at Liberty to refufe fuch a 
Reaueft to a Man, from whom he had fo 
lately received fuch Obligations, 

When they came to the Tavern, how- 
tvcTj Booth recolledted the Omiffion he had 
been guilty of the Night before. He wrote a 
Ihort Note therefore to hisWife, acquainting 
her that he fliould not come home to Supper ; 
but comforted her with a faithful Promifc 
that he would on no Account engage him- 
felf in Gaming. 

The firft Bottle paft in ordinary Con- 
verfation ; but when they had tapped the 
fecond, Boolh, on fome Hints which Trenl 
gave him, very fairly laid open to him 
his whole Circumftances, and declared he 
almoft defpaired of mending them. * My 
^ chief Relief,* faid he, * was in the Intercft 
* of Colonel yames ; but I have given up 
f fhofe Hopes.' 

t And 
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* And very wifely top,' faid Trent: « I 

* fay nothing of the Colonel's good Will. 

* Very likely he may be your fincere 

* Friend ; but I do not believe he hath the 

* Intereft'he pretends to. He hath had 

* too many Favours in his own Family, to 

* afk any more yet a while. But I am 

* miftaken, if you have not a much more 

* powerful Friend than the Colonel ; one 

* who is both able and willing to ferve you, 

* I dined at his Table within thefe two 

* Days, and I never heard kinder nor 

* warmer Expreflions from the Mouth of 

* Man, than he made ufe of towards you. 

* I make no Doubt you know whom I 

* mean.' 

* Upon my Honour I do not,* anfwered 
Bdotb \ * nor did I guefs that I had fuch a 

* Friend in the World as yoii mention.* 

* I am glad then,* cries Trenty * that I 

* have the Pleafure of informing you of it.* 
He then named the noble Peer, who hat[\ 
been already fo often mentioned in this 
Hiftory. 

Booib turned pale and darted at hi^ 

Name. * I forgive you, my dear Trent^^ 

E ^ erics 
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cries Bootk^ * for mentioning his Name to 

* me, as you ar£ a Stranger to what h^ch 

* paft between us.* 

* Nay, I know nothing that hath paft 

* b^twcfcn you,' anfwered Tren/. * I a,m 

* fure if there is any Quarrel between you 

* of two Days ftanding, all is forgiven on 

* hisPart/ 

* D n his Forgivenefs,* iaid BoosJb. 

* Perhaps I ought to blufh at what I have 

* forgiven.' 

* You furprife me,' cries STr^/^Z. * Pray; 

* what can be the Matter ?' 

* Indeed, my dear 5re»/,' cries Booib 
very gravely, * he would have injured pie 

* in the tendereft Part. I know not how 

* to tell it you 5 but he would have dif- 

* honoured me with my Wife.' 

* Sure you are not in Earneft,' anfwere^ 
Trent ; * but if you are, you will pardon 

* me for thinking that impoflible/ 

* Indeed,* cries Bootb^ < I have fo good 

* in Opinion of my Wife, as to believe it 

t impoflible for him to fucceed ^ but that • 

*he 
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he (hould intend me the Favour you will 

* not, 1 believe, think an Impoflibility.* 

« Faith! not in the lcaft,'''faid Trent. 

* Mrs. Booth is a very fine Woman ; and 

* if I had the Honour to be her Hufband, 

* I fliould not he angry with any Man for 

* liking her/ 

' But you would be angry/ faid Bootb:^ 

* with a Man, who fhould make ufe of 

* Stratagems and Contrivances to feduce 

* her Virtue ; efpccially if he did this un- 

* der the Colour of entertaining the higheft 

* Friendfliip for yourfclf.* 

* Not at all,* cries Treit. Mt is H.m 

* man Nature.* 

• Perhaps it is,* cries Booth \ * but it 

* is Human Nature depraved, ftript of all 

* its Worth, and Lovelinefs and Dignity, 

* and degraded down to a Level with die 

« vileft Brutes.* 

* 

' Look ye, Booth^^ cries Trent^ « I would 

* not be mifunderftood. I think, when I 

* aa> talking to you, I talk to a Man of 
^ Senfe, and to an Inhabitant of this Coun-^ 

* try 5 not to one who dwells in a Land 

E 4 .* of 
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* of Saints. If you have really fuch an 

* Opinion as you exprefs of this noble 

* Lord, you have the fineft Opportunity 
^ of making a complete Fool and Bubble 

* of him that any Man can defire, and of 

* making your own Fortune at the fame 

* Time* I do not fay that your Sufpicions 

* are groundlefs ; for of all Men upon 

* Earth I know, my Lord is the greateft 

* Bubble to Women, though I believe he 

* hath had very few. And this I am con- 

* fident of, that he hath not the leaft 

* Jealoufy of thcfeSufpicions. Now, there- 

* fore, if you will aft the Part of a wife 

* Man, I will undertake that you (hall 

* make your Fortune without the leaft Jn- 

* jury to the Chaftity of Mrs. Booth.^ 

* I do not underftand you, Sir,' faid 
Bcotb. 

• 

• Nay,* cries Trent^ • if you will not 

* underftand me I have done. I meant 

* only your Service ; and I thought I had 
I known you better.' 

Booth begged him to explain himfelf. * If 
« you can, (aid he, (hew me any Way to im- 

* prove fuch Circumftances as i have opened 

* to you, you may depend on it I fliall rea- 

• dily 
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• dily embrace it, and own my ObUgati-^ 

* ons to you.* 

* That is fpoken like a Man/ cries 
Trenl. « Why what is it more than this ? 

Carry your Sufpicions in your own Bo- 

* fom. Let Mrs. BoofA^ in whofe Virtue 

• I am fure you may be juftly confident, 

* go to the public Places 5 there let her 

* treat my l.ord with common Civility 

* only ; I am fure he will bite. And thus 
^ without fufFering him to gain his Pur- 

• pofe, you will gain yours. I know fe- 

• vera! who have fucceeded with him in 

• this Manner.* 

* I am very forry, Sir,* cries Boofb^ 

* that you are acquainted with any fuch 

* Rafcals. I do aflure you, rather than I 

• would aft fuch a Part I would fubmit id 

• the hardeft Sentence that Fortune could 
I pronounce againft me/ 

* Do as you pleafe. Sir,' faid Trent 5 < I 
■ have only ventured to advife you as a 
f Friend. But do you not think your 
J Nicety is a little over fcrupulous ?' 

* You will excufe me. Sir,* faid Boffih ;. 
5 bat 1 think no Man can be too fcru- 

E 5 * pulous 
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• pulous in Points which concern his Ho- 



* nour/ 



• I know^nany Men of very nice Kk>- 

• nour,* anfwered 7reni^ * who have gone^ 
^ much farther ; and no Man, I am lure, 

* had ever a better Excufe for it than your- 

• felf. — ^You will forgive me, Boaiby fincc 

* what I fpcak proceeds from my Love to 

* you ; nay, indeed, by mentioning your 

♦ Aflfairs to me, which I am heartily forry 

• foi", you have given me a Right to {peak. 
J You know beft what Friends you have 

* to depend upon \ but if you have no 

* other Prctenfions than your Merit, \ 

• can aflure you, you would fail if it 
« was^ poffible you could have ten Times 

• more Merit than you have. And if you 

• love your Wife, as I am convinced you 

* do, what mud: be your Condition, it% 
I feeing her want the Neceflaries^of Life ?* . 

• I know my Condition is very hard/ 
ttvt^ Booth -, * but I have one Comfort in 

* it, which 1 will never part with, and thai 

• is Innocence; As to the mere Neceffarie§ 

• of Life, however, it is pretty difficult to 
« deprive us of them 5 this I am fure of, 
I no one can want them long.* 

I Upon 
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* Upon my Word, Sir/ cries 2r^»/, 

* I did not know you had been fo grdat a 

* Philofopher -, but believe m^, thele Mat- 

* ters look much lefs terrible at aDiftance, 

* than when they are aftually prcfent. You 

* will then find, I am afraid, that Honour 
' hath no more Skill in Cookery, than 

* Sbakefpeare tells us it hath in Surgery. — 

* D n me if I don't wifti his Lord (hip 

' loved my Wife as well as he doth yours, 

* I promife you I would truft her Virtue ; 

* and if he fhould get the better of it, I 

* ihould have People of Fafhion enough 
' to keep me in Countenance.* 

Their fecond Bottle being now almoft out. 
Booths without making any Anfwer, called 
for a Bill. ?>«?/ preft very much the 
drinking another Bottle ; but Booth abfo.- 
lutely refufed, and prefently afterwards they 
parted, not extremely well fatisfied with 
each other. /They appeared indeed one to 
the other in difad vantageous Lights of a very 
different kind, ^rent concluded Baotb to 
be a very filly Fellow ; and Booth began 
to fufpedt that Trent was very little better 
than a Scoundrel. 



E 6 CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
Contains a Letter and other Matters^ 



WE will now return to Amelia^ to 
whom immediately upon her Huf- 
band's Departure to walk with Mr. Trent ^ 
a Porter brought the following Letter, 
which fhe immediately opened and read. 



* Madam, 

• The quick Difpatch wtikh I have 
given to your firft Commands will, I 
hope, afllire you of the Diligence with 
which I (hall afways obey every Coni- 
mand that you are pleafed to honour 
me w4th. I have indeed in this trifling 
Affair, afted as if my Life itfelf had 
been at Stake, nay, I know not but it 
may be fo : for this infignificant Matter 
you was pleafed to tell me would oblige 
the charming Perfon in whofe Power is 
not only my Happinefs ; but as I am 
well perfuaded my Life too. Let me 
reap therefore fome little Advantage 

*io 
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* in your Eyes as you have in mine from 

* this triQingOccafion: for if any Thing 

* could add to the Charms of which you 

* arc Mtftrefs; it would be perhaps that 
^ amiable Zeal with which you maintain 

* the Caufe of your Friend. I hope in- 

* deed (he will be my Friend and Ad- 

* vocate with the moft lovely of her Sex, 

* as I think fhe hath Reafon, and as you 
' was pleafed to infmuate fhe had been: 

* Let roe befeech you. Madam, let not 

* that dear Heart whofe Tenderriefs is fo 

* inclined to compaffionate the Miferics of 

* others, be harden'd only againft the 

* SuflFerings which itfclf occafions. Let 
^ not that Man alone have Reafon to think 

* you cruel, who of all others would do the 

* moft to procure your Kindnefs. How 

* often- have I lived over in my Refteftions, 

* in my Dreams thofe two fhort Minutes 

* we were together ? but alas ! how faint are 

* thefe Mimickries of the Imagination! 

* What would I not give to purchafe the 

* Reality of fuch another Bleffing ! This, 

* Madam, is in your Power to beftow 

* on the Man who hath no Wiib, no WilU 

* no Fortune, no Heart, no Life, but 

* what are at your Difpofal. Grant me 
< only the Favour to be at Lady - ' s 

* Affcmbly.— - You can have nothing 

* to 
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to fear from inducing me with a Mo- 
ment's Sight, a Moment's Converfation- 
I will aflc no ipoce. I know your De- 
licacy, and had rather die than oSend 
it. Coukll have feen you fometimcs, 
I believc; the Fear of offending you 
would have kept my Love for ever 
buried in my own Bofom; but to be 
totally excluded even from the Sight 
of what my Soul doats on is what i 
cannot bear. It is that alone which 
hath extorted the fatal Secret from me; 
Let that obtain . your Forgivenefs for 
me. I oeed not fign this Letter, other^ 
wife than with that Impreffion of my 
Heart which I hope it bears ; and to 
conclude it in any Form, no Language 
hath Words of Devotion ftrong enough 
to tell you with what Truth, what 
Anguifh, what Zeal, what Adoration 
I love you. 

Aftelia had juft Strength to hold out to 
the End, when her Trembling grew fo 
violent, that (he dropt the Letter, and 
had probably dropt herfclf, had not Mrs* 
jltkinfou come timely in to fupp<»t hen 

* Good Heavens ! cries Mrs. Atkinfon^ 
« What is the Matter with you, Madam ? 
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* I know not what- is the Matter, eric* 
« Amelia •, but I have received a Letter at 



c 



lafl fron^ that iafamous ColoneL 

* You will take my Opinion again tfaen^ 

* I hope. Madam, cries Mrs. Atkinfoni 
« But don't be fo aflfedted ; the Letter 

* cannot eat jrou, or run away with you. 

* —Here it lies^ I fee, will you give 

* me Leave to read it ? 

• Read it with all my Hearty cries 

* Amelia^ and give me your Advice how 
^ to aft ; for I am almpft diftra&ed. 

I Hfey day !* lays Mrs. Atiinfm^^ here is a 
? Piece of Parchnient too ■ What is 

* that?' In Truth this Parchment had 
dropt itO£Ci the Letter when Amelia firft 
open'd it, but her Attention was fo fixed 
by the Contents of the Letter itfelf that 
fhc had never read the other. Mrs. Aikin-^ 
fon had now opened the Parchment firft, and 
after a Moment's Perufal, the Fire flalh'd 
from her£yes» and the Blood flofh'd into 
her Cheeks, and ihe cried out in a Rap* 
ture, ^ It is a Commiflion for my Huf- 
^ band ; upon my Soul it is a Commif* 
^^ fion for my Hufband ^' and at the famt 

Time 
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Timf began to jump dbout the Room in 
a Kind of frantic Fit of Joy. 

* What cah be the Meaning of all this ?' 
cries Amelia^ under the higheft Degree of 
Aftonilhment. 

* Do not I tell yoUt my dear Madam, 

* cried fhc, that it is a Commiffion for 

* my Hufband, and can you wonder at 

* my being overjoyed at what I know 

* will make him fo hagpy. And now 

* it is- all out. The Letter is not from 

* the Colonel, but from that noble Lord 

* of whom I have told you fo muck But 

* indeed, Madam, I have fome Pardons 

* to afk of you. However I know 

* your Goodnefs, and I will tell you all. 

* You are to know then. Madam, that 

* I had not been in the Opera Houfe fix 

* Minutes before a Mafque came up, and 

* taking me by the Hand led me alide. 

* I gave the Mafque my Hand, and feeing 

* a Lady at that Time lay hold on Capt. 

* Booth, I took that Opportunity of flip- 

* ping away from him •, for tho' by the 

* Help of the fqueaking Voice, and by 

* attempting to mimic yours, 1 had pretty 

* well difguifed my own, I was ftill afraid, 

' if 



d by Google 



Ch. 8. AMELIA: $p 

« if I had much Converfation with your 

* Huftand, he would difcover me. I 

* walked therefore away with this Mafque, 

* to the upper End of the faftheft Room 

* where we fat down in a Corner together, 

* He prefently difcover*d to me that he 

* took me for you ; and I foon after found 

* out who he was ; indeed, fo far from 

* attempting to difguife himfelf, he fpoke 

* in his own Voice, and in his own Per- 

* fon. He now began to make very vio- 

* lent Love to me, but it was ratner in 

* the Stile of a great Man of the prefent 

* Age, than of an Arcadian Swam. In 

* fhort, he laid his whole Fortune at my 

* Feet, and bade me make whatever Terms 

* I plcafed, either for-myfelf or for others. 

* By others I fuppofe he meant your 

* Hufband. This however put a Thought 

* into my Head, of turning the prefent 

* Occafion to Advantage. I tola him, 

* there were two Kinds of Perfons, the 

* Fallacioufnefs of whofe Promifcs had 

* become proverbial in the World* 

* Thefe were Lovers and great Men. 

* What Reliance then could I have 

* on thePromifc of one who united in 
« himfelf both thofe Charaftersv That 
^ I had feen a melancholy Inftance in ^ 

* very worthy Woman of my Acquain-^ 

* tance. 
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^ taace^ (meaning myfelf. Madam) of his 

* Want of Gencrofity. I faid I knew the 
^ Obligations that he had to this Woman, 

* and the Injuries he had done her, all 

* which I was convinced fhe forgave : for 
^ that ihe had faid the handfomeft Things 

* in the World of him to me. He an- 

* fwer'd that he thought he had not been 

* deficient in Gencrofity to this Lady, 

* (for I explained to him whom I meant) 

* but that indeed if fhe had fpoke well 

* of him to me, (meting yourfelf. Madam) 

* he would not fail to reward. her for fuch 
^ an Obligation. I then told him, fhe 

* had married a very deferving Man, who 

* had ferved long in the Army abroad as 

* a private Man^ and who waj a Serjeant 

* in. the Guards, that I knew it was fo 

* very eafy for him to get him a Commif- 

* fion, that I ihould not think hq had 

* any Honour or Goodnefs ii| the Worlds 

* if he neglefted it. I declared this Step 

* mufl; be a Preliminary to any good Opi- 

* nion he muft ever hope for of mine» 
^ I then profeiied the greateft Friendfhip 

* to that Lady (in which I am convinced 

* vou will think me ferious) and aflin^d 

* nim hewouldgifve nw.oi^ of the high- 
^ eft Pleafures, in letting me be the In- 
^ ftrument gf doing her fuch a Service^ 

'He 
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He promifed me in a Moment to do 
what you fee. Madam, he hath fince 
done. And to you 1 fhall always think; 
tnyfelf indebted for it.* 

' I know not how you are indebted tQ 
^ me, cries Amelia. Indeed, I am very 
^ glad of- any good Fortune that can at- 
*• lend ^ooT Atkinfon\ but I wife it had been 
' obtained fome other Way. Good Heavens ! 
' what muft be the Confequence of this ? 

* Whatmuft this Lord think of me, for lill- 

* ning to his Mention of Love, nay, for mak- 

* ing any Terms with him ? For what muft 

* he fuppofe thoife Terms mean ? Indeed, 

* Mrs. Atkinfonj you carried it a great deal 

* too far. No Wonder he had the Aflu- 

* ranee to write to me in the Manner he 

* hath done.. It is too plain what he con- 

* ceives of me, and who knows what he 
^ may fay ta others. You may have blown 

* op my Reputation by your Behaviour.* 

* How is that poffibie,. anfwer'd Mrs. 

* Atkinfpn ? Is it not in my Power to clear 
« up aU Matters ? If you will but give 

* me Leave to make an Appointment 

* in your Name, I will meet him myfelf^ 
^ and declare the whole Secret to him. 
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* I will confent to no fuch Appoint- 

* ment,' cries Ameliay * I am heartily forty 

* I ever copfented to praftife any Deceit. 

* I plainly fee the Truth of what Dr. Har^ 

• r/^» hath often told me, that if onefteps 

* ever fo little out of the Ways of Virtue 

• and Innocence, we know not how we 

• may Aide ; for all the Ways of Vice are 

♦ a flippery Defcent. 

• That Sentiment/ cries Mrs. Jtkinjm^ 

• is much older than Dr. Harrifin. 0mm 
Vitium in procUvi eft. 



% 



• However new or old it is, I find it is 
* true/ cries Amelia. — * But pray, tell me 
all, though I tremble to hear it. 



< 



^ Indeed, my dear Friend, faid Mrs. At* 
hnfofiy * you are terrified at nothin g 
* Indeed, indeed, you are too great. a 
' Prude. 



c 



* I do not know what you mean by 
Prudery,* zni^txtdi Amelia. * I (hall ne- 
ver be afhamed of the ftrifteft Regard 
to Decency, to Reputation, and to that 
Honour in which the deareft of all hu- 
man Creatures hath his Share. But pray 

give me the Letter, there is an Ex- 

^ preflion 
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* preflion in it which alarmed me when I 

* read it. Pray what doth he mean by 

* his two fliort Minutes, and by purchafing 
^ the Reality of fuch another Bleffing ? 

* Indeed I know not what he means by 

* two Minutes,' cries .Mrs. Atkinfon^ ' un- 

* lefs he calls two Hours fo ; for we were 

* not together much lefs.— And as for 

* any Bleffing he had I am a Stranger 

* to it. Sure I hope you have a better 

* Opinion of me than to think I granted 

* him the laft Favour. . 

* I don't know what Favours you 

* grafted him. Madam,' anfwer'd Amelia 
peeviflily ; * but I am forry you grante4 
' him any in my Name. 

* Upon my Word,' cries Mrs. Aikinfon^ 

* you ufe me unkindly — and it is a Ufage 
' I did not expeft at your Hands ; nor do 
' I know that I have deferved it. I am 

* furc I went to the Mafquerade with no 

* other View than to oblige you ; nor did 

* I fay or do any thing there which any 

* Woman, who is not the moft confounded 

* Prude upon Earth, would have ftarted at 

* on a much lefs Occafion than what in- 

* dpccd me. Well, I declare upon my 
^ ' ^ So^i 
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* Soul then that if I was a Man, rather than 

* be married to a Woman who makes foch 

* a Fufs with her Virtue, I would wifti my 
« Wife was' without fuch a troublefomc 

* Companion. 

* Very poflibly. Madam, thefe may be 

* your Sentiments,' cries Amelia^ • and I 

* hope they are die Sentiments of your 
^ Hufband. 

* I defire. Madam, cries Mrs. Aikinftm^ 
^ you would not reflect on my Hufband • 

* He is as worthy a Man, and as brave a 
^ Man as yours \ yes. Madam, and he is 
^ now as mu€h a Captain.' 

She fpoke thofe Words with fo loud a 
Voice, uMAtkinfin^ who was accidentally 

fping up Stairs heard them, and being 
urprifed at the angry Tone of his Wife's 
Voice, he entered the Room, and with a 
Look of much Afloniihment, begged to 
know what was the Matter. 

« The Matter, my Dear,' cries Mrs. Ai- 
kinjfon^ ^ is, that I have got a Commiilion 
« tor you, and your good old Friend here 
< is angry with me for getting it. ^ 

I have 
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* I have not Spirks enow,* cries Amelia^ 

* to anfwer you as you deferve, and if I 

* had you are below my Anger. 

* 1 do not know, Mrs. JB^/A,* anfwcred 
*he ^ther, * whence this great Superiority 

^ * over me is derived j but if your Virtue 

* gives it you I would have you to know, 
^ Madam, that I defpife a Prude, as much 

* ^s you can do a ' • ^ ■ 

* Though you have feveral times,* cries 
^ Amelia^ infulted me with that Word, I 
^ fcorn to give you any ill Language in Re- 

* turn. If you deferve any bad Appellati- 

* on, you know it without my telling it you. 

Poor Atiinfon^ who was more frightned 
than he had ever been in his Life, did all 
he could to procure Peace. He fell upon 
his Knees to his Wife, and begged her to 
connpofe herfelf ; for indeed fhe fecmed 
to be in a moft furious Rage. 

While he was in this Pofture, 5^(7/i&, who 
had knocked fo gently at the Door, for 
fear of difturbirig his Wife, that he had 
rtot been heard in the Tempeft, came into 
the Room. The Moment AmeUa faw him, 
the Tears which had been gathering for 

fome 
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fome time, burft in a Torrent from her 
Eyes, which however Ihe endeavoured to 
conceal with her Handkerchief. The Entry 
ofBooib tum'd all in an Inftant into a filent 
Pidture; in which the firft Figure which 
ftruck the Eyes of the Csmtain was the 
Serjeant on his Knees to his Wife. 

. Boetb immediately cried * What's 

* the Meaning of this ?' ■ but received 
no Anfwer. He then caft his Eyes towards 
Amelia^ and plainly difcerning her Con- 
id itipn, he ran to her, and in a very tender 
Phrafe begged to know what was the mat^ 
ten To which (he anfwered — ' Nothing, 

* my Dear, nothing of any Confequence. 

* He replied — that he would know, and 

* then turned to Aikinfon^ and afked the 
^ fame Qyeftion. 

Aikinfm anfwered, * Upon my Honour, 
^ Sir, I know nothing of it ~- Something 
^ hath pafTed between Madam and my 

* Wife, but what it is I know no more 

* than your Honour. 

* Your Wife,* faid Mrs. Atkinfon^ « hath 
^ ufed me cruelly ill, Mr. Booth. If you 
,^ muft be fgtisfied, that is the whole 

* Matter. 



Booth 
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BO0A rapt out a great Oatht and cried 

^ It is impoi&ble» my Wife is not capable 

* of ufing any one ill. 

JmeSa then caft lierfelf upon her Knees 
to her Hufband, and cried, * For Hea*> 

* ven*s Sake, do not throw yourfeJf into a 

* Pafiion — Some few Words have p^— 

* Perhaps I may be in the wrong. 

* Damnation feize me if I think fo/ cries * 
B90ib. ^ And I wifh whoever hath drawn 
' thefe Tears from your Eyes, may pay it 

* with as many Drops of their Heart's Blood. 

< You fee, Madam^' cries Mrs« AHnfon^ 

* you have your Bully to take your part \ 

* 10 I Ibppofe you will ufe your Triumph. 

Amelia made no Anfwer, but ftill kept 
hold of Booths who» in a violent Rage, cried 
out, ■ ■ * My AmeUa triumph over fuch a 

* Wretch as thee !--^— What can lead thy 

* Infolcnce to fuchPrefuniption ? Seijeant, I 

* defire you'll cake that Monfter out of the 
< Room, or I cannot anfwer for myfelf.* 

The Serjeant was beginning to beg his 
Wife to retire, (for he perceived very 
plainly, that fhe bad, as the Phrafe is. 

Vol, IV. F taken 
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uken a Sip too much that Evemng,) when, 
with a Rage little fhorc of Madnels, fhe 
cried out,-*-* And do you tamely fee me in- 
• * fulted in fuch a manner, now that you are a 
^ Gentleman and upon a Footing with him ? 

* It is lucky for us all, perhaps,' anlwerVl 
BoUh^ * that he is not my Equal. 

* You lie. Sirrah, faid Mrs. Atkinfon^ 

* he is evety way your Eoual ; be is as good 

* a Gentleman as yourfelr, and as much an 

* Officer. No, I deny what you fay — 

^ he hath not the Spirit of a Gentleman, 

* nor of a Man neither — or he would not 

* bear to fee his Wife infulted. 

* Let me beg of you, my Dear,' cries 
the Serieant ^ to go with me and compofe 

* yourfcU. 

« Go with thee, diou Wretch,*— cries 
ihe, looking with the ucmoft Dij^n upon 
him, *— ♦ no, nor ever fpeik to thee 

* more' ■ At which Words fee burft 

* out of the Room i and the Serjeant^ witlv- 

* out faying a Word, followed her. 

A very tender and pathetic Scene now 

pafled between Booth and his Wife, In 

% whichp 
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which, when fhe was a little compofed, 
Ihe related to him the whole Story. For 
befides that it was not poflible for her 
otherwife to account for the Quarrel which 
he had feen. Booth was now pofiefled of the 
Letter that lay on the Floor. 

Amelm having emptied her Mind to her 
Hulband, and obtained his Jaithiul Pro* 
mife that he would not refent the Affair to 
my Lord, was pretty well compofed, and 
began to relent a little towards Mrs. ^z- 
kin/bn ; but Booth was fo highly incenfed,t 
with her» that he dedared he would leave 
her Moufe the next Morning ; which they 
both accordingly did, and, with the Aflift- 
ance of his old Friends at the Regifter-. 
Office, immediately accommodated tbem- 
Mvcs with convenient Apartments within a 
few Doors of their Friend the Doftor. 

CHAP. IX- 

Cmtiunifig Jome Things worthy Obftrvation. 

NOtwithftanding the Exchange of his 
I^gings, Booth did not forget to 
fend an Excufe to Mr. 2mi/, of whofe 
€x>nverfadon he had taken a full Surfeit 
the preceding Evening. ^ . 

F 2 That 
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That Day m his Walks BiH^tb met with 
an old Mother-Officer^ who had ferved 
with him Bf, GibmUoTj and was on Half- 
my as well as himlblf. He bad iipt indeed 
had the Fortune of being broke as well 
as Booth ; but had gone out, as they call 
ity on Half-pay as a Lieutenant, a Rank 
to which he bad nien in five apd thirty 
Years* 

This honeft Gentleman^ after fome Di£- 
Gourfe with Bootb^ defir'd him to lend him 
half a Crown ; which he aflured him he 
would faithfully pay the next Day, when 
he was to receive fome Money for his 
Sifter. This Sifter was the Widow of an 
Officer that had been killed in the Sea Ser- 
vice ; and fhe and her Brother lived toge* 
ther, on their yJUit Stock, out of which 
they maintained likewife an old Mother, 
and two of the Sifter's Children, the eldeft 
of which was about nine Years old. * You 
^ muft know,' faid the old Lieutenant, ^ I 

* have been difappointed this Morning 
^ by an old Scoundrel, who wanted fifteen 
^ per Cenf. for advancing my Sift|r*s Pen- 

* fion ; but I have now got an honeft 
^ Fellow, who hath promued it me To- 

* morrow, at ten per Cent. 

3 « And 



d by Google 



Ch.g. A M E L I A. loi 

• And enough too of all Confcicnce,* 
cries Boeib. 

• Why indeed, I think fo too,* anfwerM 
the other, * confidering it is fure to be paid 

* one Time or other. To fay the Truth, 

* it is a little hard the Governmcrtt doth 

* not pay thofe Pcnfions better ; for my 

* Sifter's hath been due almoft thefe two 

* Years j that is my Way of thinking. 

S^^b anfwered he was afhamed to re- 
fiife him fuch a Sum •, but, ' Upon my 

* SouV faidhe, * IhavenotafingleHalf- 
• penny in my Pocket j for I am in a worfe 

* Condition if poffible than yourfcif; for I 

* have loft all my Money, and what is 

* Worfe, I owe Mr. tref^^ whbm you rc- 
*• tnetabet at tSiir^ntf 50it 

• Remember him ! yes, d— — n him, I 
"• remember him very wctt,' cries the ^old 
<jent}eman, • though he will not reraem- 

* bermc. He is grown fo grfiat now^ that 

* he will not fpeak to his old Acquaint- 

* ance ; and yet I fliould- be afliame^ of 

* myfelf to be great in fuch a Manner. 

^ What Manner do you meanP critts 
^ Jbo/ib a little eagerly. . 

F 7 * Why 
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• Why by pimping/ ahfwered the other^ 

* He is Pimp in ordinary to my Lord 

* who keeps his Family •, or how the Devil 
*• he lives eHe I d©n*t know j for his Place 

* is not worth 300/. a Year, and he and 

* his Wife fpend a Thoufand at leaft. But 

* fhe keeps an Aflembly, which, I believe, 

* if you was to call a Bawdy-Houfe> you 

* would not mifs-name it. But d — n roc 

* if I had not rather be an honeft Man, 
' and walk on Foot, with Holes in my 
^ Shoes, as I do now, or go without a Din- 
^ ner, as 1 and all my Family will to Day, 

* than ride in a Chariot^ and feaft by fuch 

* Meanr. I am honeft Bet Bounds and 

* always will be ; that's my Way of think* 

< ing; and there's na Man fhsilt cail nie 
^ otherwife ; for if he doth, I will knock 

* him down for a lying Rafcal ; that is 

* my Way of thinking. 

♦ And a very good Way of tbkiking 

* 100,* cries Booib. * However you fliall 
' not want a Dinner to Day ; for if you 

* will go home with me, I will lead you 
^ a Crown with all my Heart. 

« Lookee,* faid the old Man, Mf it be 

< anywife inconvenient to you, I will not 
5 have it ; for I will never rob anodier 
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* Man of his Dinner, to eat myfd f ■-■ ■ ■ 

* that is my Way of thinking. 

• Pooh/ faid Boolb, « never niention 

* fuch a Trifle twice between you and me. 

* Befides you fay you can pay it me To- 

* morrow^ and i promife you that will be 

* the fame Thing. 

They then walked together to Bocth*% 
Lodgings, where Bootb^ from yfmelia*s Poc- 
ket, gave his Friend double the little Sum 
he had afked. Upon which the old Gen« 
.tleman fliook him heartily by the Hand, 
and repeating his Intention of paying him 
the next Diay, made the beft of his Way to 
a Butcher's, wh^snce he carried offaL^ 
of Mutton to a Family that had lately 
kept Lent without any religious Merit. 

When he was gone, jh$elia afked her 

.Huiband who that old Gentleman was. 

Boctb anfwered. He was one of the Scan** 

dais of hisCountry. That the Duke of Mail- 

torougb had about thirty Years before made 

him an Enfign from a private Man, for veiy 

particular Merit, and that he had not long 

. fince gone out of the Army with a brokeo 

Heart, upon having feveral Boys put over 

kis Head. He then gave her an Account 

F4 of 
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of Ihs Family, ivhidi he had beard from 
the old GenUemaci in ^r Way to his 
Houfe, and with which we have already 
in a concife Manner acquainted the Reader. 

* Good Heavens 1 * cries Amelia^ * what 

* are our great Men made of ! Are they 
\ in Reality a diflind Species from the Teft 
^ of Mankind ? Are they born without 

* Hearts ? 

* One would indeed fometimcs/ cries 
Booths ^ foe inclined to; think ibi In trQfh 
,• they have no perfcdt Idea^f thofe com- 

^ mon Diftreffes of Mankind which are 
^ far removed from their own Spher*. 
^ Compaflion, if thoroughly examined, 

* will, I bdieve, appear «o be the f e^ow- 

* feeling, only of Men of tht fame Rank 

* and Degree of Life for one another, on 
'^ account of the Evils to^wliich' they them- 

^ £elves are liable. Our Senfations are, I 
^ am afraid, very cold towards thofe who 

* ait at a great DiftanoS from us, and 
^ whofe Calamities can confequetitly n^er 

* xeachus. 

^ I reoiember,' cries AiHH^^ < a Seiiti- 

* ment of Dn H8nifin\ which he toH 
f xne was m fome Laiin^^ok \ I am^ 

« Man 
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' Man ngfelfj and my Heart is interefied in 
^ ^aiemr tM Ufil "the rej^ of ^Aanlmd. 
« ThUt is the Sencitnoit of a good Man^ 

* dud whoever chinks otherwile is a bad 

* one. 

^ I have often told jrou, dfty dear Emily^ 
< cries Booths ^ ttett all Mta^ as well the 

* beft as the worft, ^Qi alike from the 
« Principle of Self^Love. Where Bene- 

* vofence therefore Js the uppermoft Pat 

* fion, Self-Love dircfts you to gratify it 

* by doing gbod, txA by relieving the 

* EHftrefies of others ; for they are. fheji 

* in Reality your own. \ But where An^bi" 

* ^n. Avarice, Pride, or anyimherPalV 

* fibn governs tfab. Maa« and keeps hif 

* Benevolence down, the Miferies of, ^U 

* other Men afFed him no more than they 

* would a Stock or a Stone. And thus 

* the Man and his StatUe have often the 

* lame Degre^ rf Feeling or Compafllon. 

* I have often wiflied, my dear,* cries 
Amelia^ * to hear 70U converfe with Dr. 

* Harrifon on this Subjeit ; for I am fure 

* he would convince you, though I can*t, 

* that there are really fuch Things as Reli- 
*.gionandyirtye.* 

F 5 This 
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TUs was not the firft I£iit of this Kind 
mhichjinulia had given; for ifae ibme- 
times apprehended from his Dticoiirfe that 
he was little better than an Atheift. A 
Confideration wUch did not diminifh her 
Aflfeftion for him ; but gave her great Un- 
eafinefs. On all iuch Occafions Bocib tEDOie* 
diately turned the Diicourfe to fome other 
Subjed ; for tho' he had in other Points a 
great Opinion of his Wifisi's Capacity; yet as 
ii Divine or a Plulofopher he did not hold 
her in a very refpeoable Light* nor did 
he lay any great Strefs on her Sentiments 
in fuch Matters. He now therefore gave 
a fpeedy Turn to the Converfation, and 
began to talk of A£&irs below the Digpity 
^fthbHiftory. 




Amelia: 
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B 6 OK XI. 

C H A p. I. 

Cmtaimng a very polite Scene. 

WE will now Icxdc back to foixie 
Perfonage% who, though not 
the prindpai Chara&ers in this 
Hiilory, have yet made too confiderable a 
Figure in it to be abrqptly dtopt. And 
thefe are Colpnel James and his Lady. ' 

This fond Couple never met till Din* 
ner the Day after the Mafijqerside, when 
jthey happened to be alone together in an 
Antichamber before the Arrival of the reft 
of the Company. 

F6 The 
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Tlic Converfation began with the Colo- 

j nd's ftjongt * Lhqpc, J&fadgm» yxm got 

« no Cold laft Night at the Mafqueradc/ 

To which the I^dv anfwered |?y;xnuch tbe 

, &me kind of C^ieuion. . 

They thca iat t o gether 4i«tf five Minu t es 
without opening their Mouths to each 
other. M kft Mrs. ^me^ iaid, * Pray, 

* Sir, who Was Aiat Mafdue With you in 

* the Drefs of a Shepherdeis ? How could 

* you expof^ yitJtirfelf hp walking with 

* fuch a Trollop in public •, for certainly 

* no Woman of any figure would appear 
"• there in fuch a Drefs, You know, Mr. 

* James^ I never interfere with your Af- 
^ hits% but i would mithinks Ibf nqr a*n 

« S^e, if I tvai yt>u^ )[irdrervevi Mble 

* Decency in the ^BJct of ihe ^orld. 

* « Upon my Word,* filfl yams, • Ixfo 

* not know whom you mean. A Womah 

"* in fuch a Drefs might fpeak to me, for 

^ ao^ I know -^k— A thotiland P^ple 

« fpe* to hse at a Mafquerade. But I 

* pomife 3fou, I fpokt to no Woman Ac- 
^ quftkitance there that I know of *— * In^ 

* deed I now recoUedt there was a Womah 

* in a Dreis of a Shepherdeis; and there was 

♦ another 
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* ^ttHottMC-' ai]Ast«i2rd'Thihg' 'A atbio D6- 

* gocrid of them. . * 

' '* And I fyt>cide yoa do hoc ktMw' the 
i4dy in t^e mi t)omteo neither^ ■■<.■>■; >. 

* Not I, I affure you,* 4Md Jomf. - * 3rfc 

* pray why do you afk me thefe Queftioiu ? 
*• ft loofkfc fd litet J«atoufy. . 

* >e*lo<ify,* |*ies flic, * I jealoos ! Nd, 
•* Mr. Jmhefi^ \ iM- never Ik jealous 1 
•< ptomiTe y<iu, efptdatly- o£ Uks Lady ih 

* ebe blDe D«Mtat» » for to tnf Kndwledgb 
:* fist 4efpife& you «f aH ImmaA Rate, i ' 



* I Mfi Iie«inily^li|dt>Fil,^ faidjAtir/^ 
« fdr I never fa^x^ fttth'aiaMaukwanlMftn* 

* awiA«y tifo. .:>-.. i . i ' 

■j' • •. .. . : ' 

* Thnt«4iv»y<:rUiAWsrfdFttHi%int 

* y«u kne\fr »«.—*-*-. • 

' «i4s-hralbl«ckDbti£n6. 

.: . :: •.!.. . t , ....' .... .i » 

* Ic is not fo unufual a Thing, I believe, 

* you yoyrielf kndw «$ bhaMge IDreffes, 

* —I own I did it to difcQver fome of your 

* • • Tricks. 
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'^ Tricks. I did not tlmdc yoti waH 
^ have diftinguilh'd the (tall aukwardMoa- 
! ftcr fo well. 

* Upon my Sottl/ faid 7iim^j, « if it was 
^ yoiH I did not even fulpedb it; fo you 

* ought not CO be offended at what I Have 

* &id ignorandy. 

* Indeed, Sir,' cries (he, ^ you caimot 

* offend me by any thing you can fay to 

* ihy Face— ^— -no, ty toy Soul, I de4>ife 
^ you too much. But I wilb, Mr. ^a$f$es^ 

* you would not make me d^ Subyeft of 

* yourConvcr£itioDamongft)rourWenches. 
^ I defire I may not be afraid of meeting 
« them for fear of their Ihfults: That! 
< mav not be told bv a dirty TroUopi you 

* make me the Sucneft of your wit a^ 

* mongft them, of which it feems I am the 

* fiivourite Topic. Tho* you have mar- 
^- ried a tail aiucward Monfter, Mr. James^ 

* I think Ihe hath a Right to be treated, 'm 

* your Wife, with Re^ed at kz& In- 

<^ deed lihail never require any more : In* 

* deed, Mr. James^ I never ihalL — ^I think 
« a Wife hath a Title to that. 

* Who told you thU Madam ?' faid 

•Your 
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« Your Shit, laid flie,* « your Wcncht 

* your Shei^erde& . 

.< Bv all that's iao^d,* cries James^ I do 
5 not know who the Shepherdefs was* 

* By all that's facred then/ fays fhe— i 

• flic told me fo — and I am convinced 

• flic told mc Truth.— —But I do not 

* wonder at your denying it ; for that is 
^ equally confiftent with Honour as to be- 

* have in fiich a Manner to a Wife who is 

• a Gentlewoman. — I hope you will allow 

* m* that. Sir.*— -Becaufe I had not quite 
^ fo great a Fortune, I hope you do not 

* think me beneath you, or that you did 

* me any Honour in marrying me. I am 

• come of as good a Family as your- 

• felf, Mr. James ; and if my Brother knew 

* how you treated me, he would not bear it. 

* Do you threaten me with your Bro- 
^ iher. Madam,' faid James ? 

* I will not be ill treated, Sir,' anfwered 
ihe. 

* Nor I neither. Madam,' cries he; • and 

• therefore I dclirc you will prepare to go 

• into the Country To-morrow Morning. 

* Jndcedf 
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« Indeed, Sir/ faid th*, * I MM not. 

* By Heavens, Mad^rti, but you ikall,' 
anfwered he, * I will have my Co^ at the 

* Door Te-naorrow Morning by feven 5 
^ and you (hall eithcl* go into it orl^e carried. 

' * i hope,. Sir, you drfe not in tarneft,* 
laid Ihe. 

, < Indeed, Madam,* anfwerfed hfr, * buf 
f I am in earneft, arid refolved ; and int9 
J the Country you go To-morrow. 

* 6ut why into the Country,* faid fhe^ 

* Mr. Jam^s ? Why will you be fo bar; 
« barous to deny liie the Pleafures of the 

* Town? 

* Becaufe ypu interfere with myPjea- 

* fures,' cried James •, * ^yhich I have tol^ 

* you long ago I would not fubmit to. 
f it is enough for fond Couples ta have 

* thefe Scenes together. 1 thought Wt had 

* been upon a better Footing, and had 
^ cared too little for each other to become 
*• mutual Plagues. I thought you lia^ 

* been fetisfied with the full L&crty of do; 
«• ing what you pleafe. 

• So 
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»i3 



« 



• 56 I am. i 5dy you to fay I have 
ever given you any Uncafincfs. 



• How, 'crifes he, have you not juft 

* new upbraided me with what you heard 

• at tht Mafquerftde ? 

* I own, faid flie, to be infuJted by 

* fuch a Creature to my Face ftung me 

* to the Soul. I mvitl have had no Spirit 

• to bear the Infults of fuch an- Animal. 

* Nay flie fpoke of you with equal Con- 
« tetn^. whoever flie is, I ptomift 

• ycfU, Mr. SoaPk is her EaVoufke. But 

• indeed (he id unworthy aiiy one*8 

* Regard: for ihe behaved like an arrant 

• Drtigftoftr 



^ 



* Hang .her^ cries the Colonel, I know 
nothfeg bf iwt . 



* WeH but, Mr. James 1 am fure 

» you yftiil not fdid me into the Couiitry. 

• Indeed! will hot go into the Country. ^ 

' If you t5ris a realbnable WomaA,ti:ies 

• ^ahiis^ perhaps I fhould notdefirek.— — 

• And Oft -one Confideratioft-=«^ 

• Come 
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* Come name your ConfkieratioD, faid 
flic. . 

* Let me firft experience your Uifcem- 

* mentt faid he Come, Molfyf let me 

* try your Judgment. Can you guefs at 

* any Woman of your Acquaintance that 
•Hike? 

* Sure, faid fiie, it cannot be Mrs. 

* And why not Mrs. Boolb^ anfwerM 

* he ? Is (he not the fineft Woman in the 

* World ? 

* Very. far from it, replied flie, in my 

* Opinion. 

^ Pray what Faults, fidd he, can you 
f find in her ? 

* In the firft Place, cries Mrs. JameSf 

* lier Eyes are too large ; and fhe hath a 

* Look with them that I don't know how 
> to defcrtbe ; but I know I xlon't l|ke it. 

* Then her Eyebrows are too large \ there- 

* fore indeed fhe xloth all in her Power 
f to remedy this with her Pincers : for if 
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It was not for thofe, her Eyebrows would 
be prepofterous.— — -Then her Neck is 
too protuberant for the genteel Size, es- 
pecially as Ihe laces herfeff : for no Wo- 
man in my Opinion can be genteel who 
is not entirely flat before. And laftly, 
ihe is both too (hort and too toll 
Well, you may laugh, Mr. James^ I 
know what I mean, tbo' I cannot well 
exprefs it.— »I mean that fhe is too tall 
for a pretty Woman, and too (hort for 
a fine Woman.— ——There is fuch a 
Thing as a Kind of inflpid Medium— 
a Kind of fometbing that is neither one 
Thing or another. I know not how to 
exprefs it more dearly *• but when I fay 
fuch a one is a pretty Woman, a pretty 
Thing, a pretty Creature, you Know 
very well I mean a little Woman ; and 
when I fay fuch a one is a very fine Wo- 
nuui, a very fine Perfon of a Woman, 
to be fure 1 muft mean a tall Woman. 
Now a Woman that is between both, is 
certainly neither the one nor the other. 

* Well, I own,* (aid he, • you have ex- 
* plain'd yourfelf with great Diexterity ; but 
^ with all thefe Imperfcdions, I casmot 
t help liking her. 

« That 
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* That you need not tell me, Mr.James^ 

* anfwer*d the Lady ; for that I knew be- 

* fore^ou rfefir'd me to invite her to your 

* Houfe* And did I not neverthelefs, 

* like an obedient Wife, comply with 

* your Dcfires ? Did I make any Objec- 

* tioa to the Party you propofcd for the 

* Mafquerkde, tho* I knew very well your 

* Motive ? What can the beff of Wives 

* do more ? To procure you Succefs is 

* not in my Power j and if I may give 
' you my Opinion, 1 believe you never 

will fucceed with her. 



« 



• Is hfer Virtue fo very impregnable^ 

* faidhe, withaSheerf 

* Her Virtue, anfWerM Mrs. %iw^/, Hath 

* the bell Guard In the World, whith is 

* a moft vibfent Lote fot bet Hiiftand. 



• 



* All Prfcitnte, and Aflfc6hition, cries 
the Colonel. It is impoflible Jhe fhould 

• have fo little Tafte, pr indeed fo Uttlc 

• Delicacy as' to like fuch a Fellow. 

• •• Nay I do not much likb Vrtrt fnyftlf,' 
^ faid ihe— « He is not indfce^ at alliuch a 
^ Xort of Man as I fliould like *, but I 

• thought 
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* thought he had been generally allowed to 
^ be handfbme. 

* He handforoe> cries. Jamts ? What 

* with a Nofe like the Prpbofcis of an» 
*'El€phant» with the. Shoulders of a, 
^ Porter, and the Legs of a Chairman ? 

* The Fellow hath not in the leaft the 
^ Look of a Gentleman ; and one would 

* rather think he had followed the Plough 

* than the Camp, all his Life. 

* Nay now I proteft, faid (be, I think 

* you do him Injuftice. He is genteel 

* enough, in my Opinion. It is true in- 
' deed he is not quite of the moft delicate 

* Make ; but whatever he is, I am con- 

* vinced (be thinks him the fineft Man in 

* the World. 

* I cannot believe it, anfwer'd he pee- 

* vi(hly.— — But will you invite her to 

* Dinner here To-morrow ? 

* With all my Heart, and as often as 

* you pleafe, anfwer'd (he.— But I have 

* lonae Favours to a(k of you. Firft, 

\ I muft hear no more ot going out of 

* Town'tiUIpleaie. 

'^ Very 
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• Very well, cried he. 

* In the next Place, faid (he, I muft 

* have two hundred Guineas within thefe 

* two or three Days. 

« Well — ^I agree to that too, aufwered 

« he. ' 

• And when I do go out of Town, I 

* go to ^unbridge 1 infift upon that 5 

* and from Tunbri^e I go to Batb-^ — 

* pofitively to Batb. And I promife you 

* faithfully I will do aU in my Power to 

* carry Mrs. Booth with i»e, 

* On that Condition, anfwei^d he, I 

* promife you you ihall go wherever 

* you pleafe. And to fliew you, I will 

* even prevent your Wifties by my Generb- 
' fity, as foon as I receive the five thoufand 

* Pounds, which I am going to take tip 
^ on one of my Eftates^ you fliall have 

* two hundred more. - 

She thanked him with a lowCurtefie; 

and he was in fuch good Hutnour that he' 

offered to kifs her. To this Ki6 Ihe 

cpldi^ turned her Check— and then flirting 

^ ' her 
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her Fan, faid— —Mr. jfamesj • There is 

* one Thing I foi^ot to naiention to you— 

* I think you intended to get a Com* 

* miflion in fome Regiment abroad for 
« this young Man.—— Now if you would 

* uke my Adviqe, I know this will not 

* oblige his Wife \ and befides I am po-* 

* fitive ihe refolves to go with him.— — 
^ But if you can provide for him in fome 
^ Regiment at home, I know ihe will 
' dearly love you for it ; and when he is 

* ordered to Quarters^ flie will be left be- 

* hind — ^and TorkOnre or Scolland J think 
' is as good a Diftance as either of the 
« Indies. 

* Well, I will do what I can, anfwer'd 
« James j but I cannot a(k any Thing yet : 

* for I got two Places of i oo /. a Year 
' each for two of my Footmen, w^n 
^ this Fortnight. 

At this Inftant a violent Knock at the , 
Door fignified the Arrival of their Com- 
pany ; upon which both Hufband and 
Wife put on their bell Looks to receive 
their Guefts ; and from their Behaviour tp 
each other during the reft of the Day, a 
Stranger might have concluded he had 
been in Company wiihxbe fondeft Couple 
iaxhe Univcrfc C H A Pr 
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MMmP<diticd. 

T>EFORE wewturn to Booths we 
jfjl will rekte a Scene in which Dr. Har^ 
rtfim was concerned. 

This goed Man whilft in the Country 
happened to be in the Neighbouphood of 
a Nobleman of his^ Acqumntance, and 
whom he knew to have very confiderablc 
Intereft with the Minifters at that Time. 

The Doftor who was very well known 
to this Nobleman, took this Opportunity 
of paying him a Viiit in order to recom- 
mend poor Booth to his Favour. Nor 
did he much doubt of his Succefs, the 
Favour he was to alk being a very fmall 
one, and to which he thought the Service 
ol Booth gave him fo juft a Title. 

The Do6lor's Name foon gain'd him an 
Admiinon to the Prefence of this Great 
Man, who indeed reoeivM him with much 
Courtefy and Polkenefs; not fo much 
perhaps from any particular Regard to the 
iacred Fuiidion> nor. from, any Refpefb to 

the 
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the'Do(9:or*s perfonal Merit, as from fbmd 
Confiderations whkh the Reader will per- 
iiaps gwefe anon. After many Ceremonials; 
and fome previous Difcourte on diflPefent 
$ubje<a8^ the Doftor open'd his Bufinefs^ 
-4nd told the GfreatMan, that he was come 
to him to folicit a Favour for a young 
t^^ntleman who had been an Officer in tht 
Army, and i;iras now on Half-Pay. ' All 
^ (he Favour laik, my Lord, faid he, 
< is,^ that this Gentleman may he agdin 
^admitted ad eundm: I am convinced 

* your Lordlhip will do me thie Juftice 
^ to think I would not alk for a worthlefs 

* Perfon^ but indeed the young Man I! 
^ mean, hath very extraordinary Merit. 

* He was at the Siege of Gibrahar^ in 
'* which he behaf'd with diftinguifh'd Bra- 
^ very ; and was dangeroufly wounded at 
' two feveral Times in the Service of his 

* Country. IwUiadd, that he is at pre-. 

* fent in great Neceffity, and hath a Wife 

* and feveral Children, for whom he hatK 

* no other Means of i»oviding •, and if it 

* will recommend him further to your 
•^ Liordftiip's Favour, his Wife, I believe,' 
« is one of the bed; and wortbieft of all 



t^. 
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* As to that, my dear Doftor, cries the 
< Nobleman, I fhall make no Doubt. 

* Indeed any Service I Ihall do the Gentle- 

* man will be upon your Account. A» 

* to Neceffity, it is the Plea of fo many, 

* that it is impoffible to ferve them all.— ^ 

* And with Regard to the Perfonal Merit 

* of thefe inferior Officers, I believe, I 

* need not tell you that is very little re- 

* garded. But if you recommend bimi 

* let the Perfon be what he will, I am 

* convinced it will be done 2 for T know 

* it is in your Power at prefent to afk for 
^ a greater Matter than this. 

* I depend entirely upon your Lordftiipi 

* anfwer*d the Dodor. 

• Indeed, ^y worthy Friend, replied 
« the Lord/ 1 will not take a Merit to 

* myfclf, which will fo little belong tq 

* me. Y<^u are to depend on yourfelf. 

* It falls out very luckily too at this Time 

* when you have it in your Power fo 

* greatly to oblige us. 

• What, my Lord, is in my Power ? cries 
f the Dodon 

flToB 



d by Google 



tki. A M E L I a: te^ 

' * You certainly know, anfwer'd h^ 

* Lordfhip, how hard ColontlTrompingtoh 
« is run at your Town, in the Eleftion 

* of a Mayor ; they tell me it will be it 

* very near Thing, unlefs you join us. 

* But we know it is in your Power to do 

* the Bufinefs, and turn the Scale. I heard 

* your Name mentioned the other Day on 

* that, Account ; and I know you may 

* have any Thing in Reafon, if you wul 

* give us your Intereft. 



c 



* Sure,, my Lord, cries theDoflror, you 
are not in Eameft in alking my Intereft 

* for the Colonel. 

* Indeed I am, anfwer'd the Peer. Why 

* fliould you doubt it ? 

' For many Reafons, anfwery the 

* Doftor. Firft, I am an old Friend and 

* Acqu'aintance of Mr. Fairfield^ as your 
« Lordfhip, I believe, very well knows^ 

* The little Intereft, therefore, that I have, 

* you may be affured, will go in his Fa- 

* vour. Indeed I do not concern my felf 
« deeply in thefe Affairs: for I do hot 

* think it becomes my Cloth fo to do* 
f But as far as I think it decent to intereft 

G 2 . • myfelf 
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^* myfelE, it will xertainly be on the Side 

*'of Mr. Fairfield. Indeed I, fliooH do 
'.* fo, if I was acquainted with both the 
»^ Gentlemen, only hy Reputation : the 

* one being a neighbouring Gentlernai^ 
'^ of a ve^y large Ellate, a very fober and 

* fepfible Man, ^f known Probity and 

* Attachment to the true Intereft of his 

* Country. The other is a mere Strangen^ 
■^ a Boy^ a Soldier of Fortune, and as far 

* as I can difcern from the little Gonverfa* 

* tion I have had with him, of a very 
.^ ihallow Capacity.) and tio Education. 

' No Education ! nw dear Friend, criet 
'* the Nobleman. Why he hath been 

* educated in half the Courts of Europe. 

' Perhaps fo, my Lord, anfwer'd th« 
^ Doftor ; but I Ihall always be Ib'great 
^ a Pedant as to cadi a Man of no Leam- 

* ing, a Man of x\q Education. ■ » 
^ And from my own Knowledge, I can 
^ aver, that I am per&iadod there is fcarce 

* a Foot Soldier in the Army who is .mor« 
f illiterate than the Colonel. 

* Why as to Latin and Greek, you^ 
^ know, replied the Lord, they .are not 
^ much required in 4;he Army. 
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* It may be foj faid the Doftdn Then 
*• let fuch Perfons keep ro their own Pro*^ 
^- feflion. It is a very low civil Capacity' 
^ indeed for which an illiterate Man can' 
*.bfe qualified. And to fpeak a plain* 
^ Truth, if your Lordfhip is> a Friend 
*■ to the Colonel, you would do well to 
^ advife him to decline an Attempt, in 
*• which I am certain be hath no Proba- 
^ biHty of Succcfsi 

* Well, Sir, faid the Lord, if you are 
•^ rcColv'd againft us, I muft deal as freely 
^ with you, and tell you plainly I cannot 
^ fervc you in your Affair. Nay. it will 
♦be the beft Thing I can do,, to hold 
•' rny Tongue:* for if I Ihouid mention 
^ his Name , with your Recommendation 
•-'after what you have faid, he would per- 

• haps never get provided for as long as 

* be lives. 

^ Is his own Merit then, my Lord, no- 
f Recommendation ? cries the Doftor. 

* My dear, dear Sir, cries the other— 
** What is the Merit of a Subaltern Of- 
•'ficer? 

P 5 ' t Surely, 
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• Surely, my Lord, crres the Doftor, 

* it is the Merit which (hould recommend 
« him to the Poft of a Subaltern Officer. 

* And it is a Merit which will hereafter 

* qualify him to ferve his Country in a 

* higher Capacity. And I do affure you 
^* of this young Man, that he hath not 

*. only a good Heart, but a good Head 

* too. And I have been told by thofe 

* who are Judges, that he is for his Age 

* an excellent Officer. 

. * Very probably ! cries my Lord ^ 

* And there are Abundance with the fame 
' Merif, and the fame Qualifications, who 

* want a Morfcl pf Bread for themfelvet 
« asid their Families. 

Mt is an infamous Scandal on the Na* 

* tion, cries the Dot5lor ; and I am heartily 

* forry it can be faid even with a Colour 

* of Truth. 

• How can it be otherwife? fays the Peer. 

* Do you think it is poffible to provide 
I for all Men of Merit? 

• Yes, furely do I, faid the Doft^r, And 

* very eafily too, 

*How 
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^ How pray ?— cries the Lord' 
Upon my Word I (hall be glad to know. 

"* Only by not providing for thofe of 

none The Men of Merit in any 

Capacity are not I am afraid fo extreme- 
ly numerous, that we need ftarve any 
of them, unlefs we wickedly fufFer a 
Set of worthlefs Fellows to eat theit* 
Bread. 

* This is all mere Uiopia^ cries his 
Lordfliip. Th« Chimercal Syftem of 
Plato*% Commonwealth with which wd 
ampfcd .ourfelves at the Univcrfity; 
Politics which are inconfiftent with the 
State of Human Aflfairs. 

* Sure, my Lord, cries the Dodor, we 
have read of States where fuch Doftrines 
have been put in Praftice. What is 
your Lordlhip's Opinion of Rome ia 
the earlier Ages of the Commonwealth, 
of Sparta^ and even of Athens itfelf, iri 
fome Periods of its Hiftory ? 

* Indeed, Doftor, cries the Lord^ all 
thefe Notions are obfolete and long fincc 

I exploded. To apply Maadma of Go- 

^ . ' G 4 * vcrnmcnt 
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* vernmcnt drawn from the Gn^k and 

* Roman HiftorieS, to this Nation, is ab- 

* furd and impoffible. But if you will 

* have Roman Examples, fetch them from 

* Times like our own. Do you oot know^ 

* Do6tor, that this is as corrupt a Natioa 

* as ever exiftcd under the Sun ? And 

* would you think of governing fuch a 

* People by the ftrift Principles ot Ho- 

* nefly and Morality ? 

* If it be fo corrupt, faid the Dodtor^ 
I think it is high Time to amend it. Or. 
elfe it is eafy to forefee the Confequence : 
for Corruption in the Body Politic a^ 
naturally tends to DifTolution as in the 
Natural Body. 

* I thank you for your Simile, cries my 
Lord: for in the Natural Body,^ I be- 
lieve, you will allow there is th^ Se^fofi 
of Youth, the Scafon of Manhood, and: 
the Sealon of Old Age; and that,, 
when the laft of thcfe arrives, it will 
be an impoffible Attempt by all the- 
Means of Art to reftore tlie Body ^agaiit 
to its Youth, or te the Vigour of its 
middle Age. The fame Periods hap- 
pen to every great Kingdom. In it^ 
Youtk it iifc& by Atts and Arms td 

**Pow« 
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* Power and Profpcrity. This it enjoys 

* and flouriflies with a while ; and then it 

* may be faid to be in the Vigour of its 
^ Age, enricVd at home with all th? 

* Emolumefits ^nd Blcffings of Peace, 

* and formidable abroad with all the Ter- 

* rors of War. At length this very 

* Profperity introduces Corruption ; and 
^ then comes on its old Age. Virtue 

* and Learning, Art and Induftry, decay 

* by Degrees. The People fink into 

* Sloth and Luxury, and Proflitution, 

* It is enervated at home, becomes con- 

* temptible abroad ; and fuch indeed is 
*'its Mifefy and Wretchednefsj that it re- 

* fembles^^ a Man in the laft decrepid Stage 

* of Life, who looks with Unconcern at^ 
^ his^ approaching DiflblutioQ* 

* This is a melancholy PiAure indeed,*' 
cries the Doftor ; * and if the latter Part 

* of it can be applied to our> Gafe, I fee 

* nothing b«t Religion whii^h Ihould pre- 

* vent a Man of Spirit from hanging him- 

* fclf out of the W^ayr of fo wretched a 
f Contemplation.' 

• Why fo ?• faid the Peer ; * Why hang 

* himfelf, Doftor ? Would it not be wifcr, 

* think you, to make the befl. of your 

G5 !Timei 
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^ Time, and the moft you can in fuch a 

* Nation?* 

• And is Religion then to be really laid 
« out of the Queftion ?' cries the Dodor.- 

• If I am to fpcak my own Opinion, 

* Sir/ anfwered the Peer, * yoa know I 

* (hall anfwer in the Negative. — ^But yotr 

* are too well acquainted with the World 
^ to be told, that the Condgft of Politici-* 

* ans is not formed upon the Principles oi 

* Religion,' 

• I am very (brry for it,* cries the Doc- 
tor ; * but I will talk to them then of Ho- 

* nour and Honefty : This is a Language 
^ which I hope they will at leaft pretend 

* to underftand. Now to deny a Man 

* the Preferment which he merits, and ta 

* give it to another Man who doth not 

* merit it, is a manifefl Aft of Injuftice ; 

* and is confequentiy inconfiftent with both 

* Honour and Honefty. Nor is it only an 

* Aft of Injuftice ro the Man himftif, but 

* to the Public, for wht)fe Good princi-* 

* pally all public OlBces are, or ought to 

* be inftituted. Now this Good can never 
« be completed, nor obtained, but by em- 
« ploying: aUj Perfons according to tbcir 
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• Capacities. Wherever true Merit is li- 

• able to be fuperfeded by Favour and 

• Partiality, and Men are. intrufted with 

• Offices, without any Regard to Capacity 

• or Integrity, the Affeirs of that State 

• will always be in a deplorable Situation. 

• Such, as Zwy tells us, was the State of 

• Capua^ a little before its final Deftrudion ; 

• and the Confequence your Lordfliip well 

• knows. But, my Lord, there is another 

• Mifchief which attends this Kind of In- 

• juftice, and that is, it hath a manifcft 
^ Tendency to deftroy all Virtue and all 

• Ability among the People, by taking 

• away all that Encouragement and In- 

• ceptive, which fhould promote Emu-^ 

• lation, and raife Men to aim at excelling 

• in any Art, Science, or Profeffion. Nor 

• can any Thing, my Lord, contribute 
y more to render a Nation contemptible 

• among its Neighbours -, for what Opini- 

• on can other Countries have of the Coun- 

• cils, or what Terror can they conceive 
*' of the Arms of fuch a People ? And it 
^ was owing fingly, perhaps, to the avoid- 

• ing this Error, that Oliver Cromwell car- 

• ried the Reputation of England higher 

• than it ever was at any other Time. I 
', will add only one Argument more, and 
^ that is founded on the moft narrow and 

• fclfifh Syftem of Politics 5 and this is, 

G 6 " ' tlat 
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^ that fuch a Conduft is fure to create 

* univerfal Difcontcnt and .Grumbling at 

* home: For nothing can bring Men ta 

* reft fatisfied, when tfaey fee otliers pre- 

* ferred to them, but an Opinion that they 

* defcrre that Elevation ; for as one of the 

* greatcftMen this Countary ever produced,, 

* obferves^ 

* One wortbkfs Man that gains what be^ 

* pretends^ 

* Di^uli's a tboufand unpretending Friends.^' 

Widi what Heartburnings riien muft any 
Nation&e themfelvesoblig;ed to contribute 

* to thcSupport of aSctof Mcn^ of whofc In- 
^ capacity to ferrc them diey are w^l appriiL- 

* cd, and who do their Country a double Dif- 

* kindnefs ; by being tfacmfclves employ- 

* ed inPofts to which they are unequal, and 

* by keeping others out of thofe Employ- 
*' ments, for which they are qualified!! 

* And do you really think, Doftor,*^ 
cries the Nobleman^ * that any Minifter 

* could fupport himfelf in this Country 

* upon fuch Principles as you recommend ^ 

* Do yott think he wouU be able to baffle 

* an Op*pofition, unlefs he fhould oblige 

* his Friends by conferring Places often, 

* contrary to his own Inclinations, and bis 

* own Opinion ?* 

" . ^ Yes, 
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* Yes, really do I,* cries^ tHc Dodori^ 
*- Indeed if a Minifter is-refolved to mako 

* good his Confeflion in the Liturgy, by 

* leaving undone all^ thofe Things which 
^ he ought to have done, and by doing all. 

* thofe Things wmch he ought not to have 

* done : Such, a Minifter, Igrant, will be 

* obliged to baffle Oppofhion, as you are 
' pleafed t^ term it^ for as Sbakefftarr 
^ fomewhcre iays^ 

* Things ill hegmftrenphm themfekas hf^ 

* * But if^ OB the contrary, he will pleafe 

* to Gonfidcr the- true Intereflr of his 

* Country, and that only in great- and na- 
^^ tional Points; if he will engage his 
*- Country in neither Alliances or Qtiarrels,^ 
•^ but where it is- really interefted ; if 
*- he will rjufe no Money but what is. 
' wanted ; nor emptoy any civil or mili* 
^ tary Officers but what are ufeful ; and 

* place in thefe Employments Men of the 
^ higheft Integrity, and of the greateft A^ 
*' bilities -, if he will employ fome few of 
^ his Hours to advance our Trade, and. 
^ fome few more to regulate our domeftic 

* Government: If he would do this, my 

* Lord, I wiU anfwer for it he fliall have 
' no Oppolition to baffle. Such a Minifter, 

* may, in the Language of the Law,, put 

* A *himfdf 
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* himfelf on his Country when he pleafes 
< and he fhall come off with Honour and 
f Applaufe/ 

« And do you really believe, Doftor, 
cries the Peer, * there ever was fuch a Mi- 
f nifter, or ever will be ?* 

• Why not, my Lord ?* anfwered the 
Doftor. ' It requires no very extraordi- 

* nary Parts, nor any extraordinary De- 

* grec of Virtue. He need praftife no 

* great Inftances of Self-denial. He (hall 
^ have Power, and Honour, and Riches, 

* and perhaps all in a much greater Degree 

* than he can ever acquire, by purfuing 
^ a contrary Syftem. He Ihall have more 

* of each, and much more of Safety.* 

^ Pray, Do6lor,' faid my Lord, * let 

* me afk you one fimple Queftion. Do you 

* really believe any Man upon Earth was 
f ever a Rogue out of Choice ?* 

* Really, my Lord,' fays the Doftor, 

* I am alhamed to anfwer in the Afiirma- 

* tivc ; and yet I am afraid Experience 

* would almoft juftify me if I Ihould, 

* Perhaps the Opinion of the World may 

* fometimes miflead P^en to think thofe 

* Meafures neccflary, which in reality are 

" . ♦not 
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* not fo. Or the Truth may be, that a 

* Man of good Inclinations finds his Office 

* filled with fuch Corruption by the Iniquity 

* of his Predeceflbrs, that he may defpair of 
^ being capable of purging itj and fo fits 

* down contented, as Augeas did with the 
^ Filth of his Stables, not l^caufehe thought 

* them the better, or that fuch Filth was 

* really neceffary to a Stable ; but that he 

* defpaired of fufficient Force to cleanfc 

* them.' 

* I will a(k you one Queftion more, and 

* I have done,' faid the Nobleman. ' Do 

* you imagine that if any Minifter was 

* really as good as you would have him, 

* that the People in general would believe 

* that he was lo ?*• 

* Truly, my Lord,' faid the Dodor, 

* I think they may be juftified in not be- 

* lieving too haftily. But 1 beg Leave to 
^ anfwer your Lordfhip's Queftion by an- 

* other. Doth your Lordlhip believe that 

< the. People of Greenkfuiy when they lee 

< the Light of the Sun, and feel his Warmth, 

* after fo long a Seafon of Cold and Dark- 
« hefs; will really be peffuaded that he 

* fliines upon them V 

My 
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* My Lord fmiled at the Conceit ; and 
then the Dodor took an Opportunity to 
renew his Suit, to which his Lordfiiip an- 
fwered he would promife nothing, and 
could give him no Hopes of Succefs : 
<* But you may be aflured,' faid he with a 
leering Countenance, * I fliall do him all 

* the Service in my Power.*' A Language 
which the Dodsor well underitood, and 
foon after took a civil, . but not a Very ce-r 
cemonial. Leave. 

CHAP. III. 
93&^ Hificry if Mr. Trent. 

WE will now return to Mr. Booth and hii 
Wife. The former had fpenthis Time 
very uneafily, ever fince he had difcovered 
what fort of Man he was indebted to ; but 
kft he ihould forget it^ Mr. Trent thought 
now proper to remind him, in the following 
Letter, which he read the next Morning 
after he had put off the Appointment. 

* S I R, 

- * I am ibrry the Neceffity of my Affairs 

* obliges me to mention that fmall Sunir 

* which I had the Honour to lend you the 

* other 



d by Google 



eh. 3p a M E L P a.. »3;^ 

^ other Night at Play ; and which I fhalk 

* be much obliged to you, if you will Itt 

* me have fome time cither to Day, or To* 
^ morrow. I am, 

•SIR, 

^ Tour mofi ohedient^ 

* fttpft iwnileServanty 

^ Geo* Trent.*' 

Tliis Letter a little furprizcd Bocib, aftec 
tiit genteel, and indeed, as it appeared,. 

§enerous Behaviour of Trent. But left it 
lould have the fame EBFeft upon the 
Readei*, we will now proceed to account for 
this, as well as for fome oriier Phacnomenai 
that have appeved m this Hiftory, and 
which perhaps we fhall be forgiven, for not 
having opened more largely before. 

Mr. Srr^»/ then was a Gentleman, pofllp 
bly of a good Family v for it was not cer- 
tain whence he Iprung on the Father's Side* 
His Mother, who was the only Patient hc^ 
ever knew or heard of,, was a fingle Gen- 
tlewoman, and for fome Time carried oa 
the Trade of a Milliner in Ovent-Garden. 
She fent her Son, at the Age of eight Yearl 
old, to a Charity-School, where he remain- 
ed 'till he wasr ofthc Age of*f«urtecn^ 

* • withou. 



d by Google 



S3S A M E L I A. Book XI. 

without making any great Proficiency in 
I..earning. Indeed it is not very probable 
he fhould ; for the Mafter who, in Prefe- 
rence to a very learned and proper Man, 
Was chofen by a Party into this School, the 
Salary of. which was upwards of loo/. a 
Year, had himfelf never travelled through 
tht Latin Grammar, and was in Truth si 
mod confummate Blockhead. 

At the Age of fifteen Mr. Trent was put 
Clerk to an Attorney, where he remained 
a very (hort Time before he took I-^avc of 
his Mafter; rather, indeed, departed with- 
out taking Leave ; and having broke open 
his Mother's Efcritore, and carried oflf 
with him ail the valuable Efie£bs he there 
found, to the Amount of about fifty Pound, 
he marched off to Sea, and went on Board 
a Merchantman, whence he was afterwards 
prefled into a Man of War. 

In this Service he continued above three 
Years ; during which Time he behaved fo 
ili in his moral Charafter, that he twice 
underwent a very fevere Diicipline for 
Thefts in which he was detedted 5 but at 
the fame Time, he behaved fo well as a 
Sailor in an Engagement with fome Pi^ 
rates, that he wiped off all former Scores. 

and 
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and greatly recomniended himfelf to his 
Captain. 

At his return home, he being then aboot 
twenty Years of Age, he found that the 
Attorney had in his Abfence married his. 
Mother, had buried her, and fccured all her 
EfFeds, to the Amount, as he was informed, 
of abput fifteen hundred Pound. Trent. 
applied to his Step-Father, but to no 
Purpofe ; the Attorney utterly difowned 
him, nor woyld he fuffer him to come 
a iecond Time within his Doors. 

, It happened that the Attorney had, by 
a former Wife, an only Daughter, a great 
Favourite, who was about the fame Age 
with Trent himfelf; and had| during his 
Refidence at her Father's Houfe, taken a 
very great Liking to this young Fellow, who 
was extremely handfome, and perfeftly 
well made. This her Liking was not, 
during his Abfence, fo far extinguilhed^ 
but that it immediately revived on his re^ 
turn. Of this Ihe took Care to give Mr^ 
Trent proper Intimation ; for (he was not 
one of thofe baekward and delicate Ladies, 
who can die rather than make the firft 
Overture. Trent was overjoyed at this, 
and with Reafon % for fhc was ar very loyely 

Girl 
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Girl in her Pcrforiy th« onlf ChM of at 
jrich Father 5 and the Proi^6t of fo com- 
plete a Revenge on the Attorney charmed 
him above all the reft. To be as fhort in 
the Matter as the Panics, a Marriage was^ 
fi)on confummated between them. . 

The Attorney at firft raged and wa^ 
implacable ; but at laft Fendntfs^ tor his- 
Daughter fo far overcame Refentment, that 
he advanced a Sum of Money to b«y his- 
Son-in-Law (for now he acknbwledgcd 
him as fucK] an Ehlign'fr CommMfion in a^ 
marching Regiment then ordered to Gi* 
braluir \ at which Place the Attorney hear- 
tily hoped that Treni might be limocked 
en the Head : for in that Cale h6 thought 
he might marry his IDau^tep vaoxt agree^ 
^ly to his own Ambition, and t6 her Ad^ 
vantage. 

The Regitoent,int6which7r^»/ purchafedy. 
was the fame with that in mKich Booth Rfec- 
wife ferved •, the one bewig an Enfign^ 
and the other^aLici^tenant in the two ad-- 
ditional Gnnpanfies. 

Trent had no Btemtih in his^ military 
Capacity. Though be had had but an in-- 
ditterent Educationr 4ie was^ nanu^ly ^en^ 

fiblc' 
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fibleand gjenteel, aofid NajBur^, as we have 
faid, had given him a very agreeable Pcd^ 
fon. He was likewife a very bold Fellow^ 
and as he reaUy behaved hiofifdf every 
way well eiaoiagh, while he was at Gikraliar^ 
there was ibnie IkffQC jof Intimacy be-^ 
tween him ^nd.JBooib. 

When the Siege was over, and the addif^ 
tionalCompanies were again reduced, Trfni' 
returned to his Wife, who received him 
with great Jay ^d AfSe&ion. Soon after 
this an Accident h^ppen^d, which proved 
the utter Ruin of Jbis Father-in-Law^ 
and ended in breaking his Heart. This 
was nothing but making a Mifkake 
pretty common at this Pay, of writing 
another Man^ Name to a Deed inftead 
of his own. In truth, this Matter was 
no leis {:han what the I^w calls Forgery, 
and was jufl: then made capital by an A£fc 
^f Parliament. From this Offence indeed 
the Attorney was acquitted by not admit- 
ting the Proof q( the Party who was to 
avoid his own I)eed, by his Evidence ; 
and therefore noWitnefs, according to thofe 
excellent Rules, called the Law of Evi- 
dence ; a I^w vtry excellently calculated 
ior the PreCervation ^^f the Lives of his 

JMajcfty'A 
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Majefty's roguifli Subjefts, and moft no- 
tably ufed for that Purpofe. 

Buttho'byconpxmonLaw the Attorney was 
honourably acquitted ; yet as common Senfc 
manifefted to every one that he was guilty^ 
iie unhappily loft his Reputation, and of 
Confequence his Bufinefs ; the Chagrin of 
which latter foon put an End to his Life. 

This Profecution had been attended with 
a very great Expence ; for befides the or- 
dinary Cofts of avoiding the Gallows by 
the Help of the Law, there was a very 
high Article of no lefs than a thoufand 
Pounds paid down to remove out of the 
Way a Witnefs, againft whom there was 
BO legal Exception. The poor Gentleman 
had befides ftiffercd fome Loflcs in Bufi- 
nefs ; fo that to the Surprife of all his 
Acquaintance, when his Debts were paid 
there remained no more than a fmall Eftate 
of fourfcore Pounds a Year, which he 
fettled upon his Daughter, far out of the 
Reach of her Huflband, and about two 
hundred Pounds in Money. 

The old Gentleman had- not long been 
in his Grave, before frm fet himfelf to 
confider feriouay of the State of his Af- 

fairs. 
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fairs. He had lately begun to look on 
his Wife with a much lefs Degree of liking 
and Defire than formerly i for he was one 
of thofe who think too much of one thing 
is good for nothing. Indeed he had in- 
dulged thefe Speculations fo far^ that I 
believe his Wife, though one of the pret- 
ricft Women in Town, was the laft Sub- 
jeft that he would have chofe for any amo- 
rous Dalliance. 

Manv other Perfons however, greatly 
differed from him in this Opinion. A- 
mongft the reft was the illuftripus Peer 
of amorous Memory. This noble Peer 
having therefore got a View of Mrs. Trent 
one Pay in the Street, did, by Means of 
an Emiffary then with him, make himfelf 
acquainted with her Lodging, to which he 
immediately laid Siege in Form, fetting 
himfelf down in a^Lodging diredly op- 
pofite to. her, from whence the Battery 
of Ogles began to play the very next 
Morning. 

This Siege had not continued long be- 
fore the Governor of the Garrifon became 
ftifiiciently apprifed of all the Works which 
were carrying on, and having well rccon- 
opitred the Enemy^ and difcovere4 who 
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he waSt nptwithflanding a falfe Name^ 
and fome Difeuife of his Perfon, he called 
^Council of War within his own Breaft. In 
Faft, to drop aSl Allegory^ he began to 
conGder ivhether hrs Wife was not really 
a more valuable Pofledlon than he had, 
lately thought her. In fliott, as he had 
-been diftppointed in her Fortune, he now 
conceived fome Hopes of turnmg her Be^i^ 
ty itfelf into a Fortune. 

Without communicating thefe Views^ to 
Tier, he foon fcraped an Acquaintance witk 
his oppofite Neighbour by the Name which 
he there uiurped, and counterfeited an en* 
tire Ighwance of his real Name and Tide. 
On this Occafion Trenf had his Difguifc 
likewife, for he afFefted the utmoft Sim* 
plicity; of which Affeftation, as he was 
a very artful Fellow, he was extremely 
capable. 

The Peer fell plumb into this Snare % 
and when, bv the Simplicity, as he ima- 
gined, of the Hufband he became acr 
quainted with the Wife< he was fo extra- 
vagantly charmed with her Perfon, that 
he refolved, whatever was the Coft or the 
Confequence, he would poflefs her. 
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His Lordfhip, however, preferved fomc 
Caution in his Management of this Affair 1 
more, perhaps, than was neceffary. As 
for theHufband, none was requifitCi for he 
knew all he could ; and with regard to the 
Wife herfelf, as flie had, for fome Time, 
perceived the Decreafe of her Huflband's 
ASedion, (for few Women are, I believe, 
to be impofed upon in that Matter) fhe 
was not difpleafed to find the Return of 
all that Complaifance and Endearment, of 
thofe Looks and Languifhmerits from ano- 
ther agreeable Perfon which fhe had for- 
merly received from Tren:, and which (he 
now found fhe ihould receive from him 
no longer. 

My Lord, therefore, having been in- 
dulged with as much Opportunity as he 
could wi(h from Trent, and having re- 
ceived rather more Encouragement than 
he could well have hoped from the Lady, 
began to prepare all Matters for a Storm, 
-when luckily Mr. Trent declaring he muft 
go out of Town for two Days, he fix'd on 
the firft Day of his Departure as the Time 
ot carrying his Defign into Execution. 

And now, after fome Debate with him- 

ielf in what Manner he ihould approach 

Vol. IV. H bis 
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his Love, he at laft determined to do it in 
his own Perfon ; for he conceived, and 
perhaps very rightly, that the Lady, like 
Semele^ was not void of Ambition, and 
would have preferred Jupiter in all his 
Glory to the fame Deity in the Di%uiie 
of an humble Shepherd. He drefTed himfclf 
therefore in the ricbeft Embroidery of 
which he was Mailer, and appeared be- 
fore his Miftrefs array'd in all the Bright- 
nefs of Peerage. A Sight whofe Charms 
ihe had not the Power to rcfift, and the 
Confequences are only to be imagined. , In 
Ihort, the fame Scene which JupUer aAed 
with his abovementioned Miftrefs of old, 
was more than beginning, when Trent burfl: 
from the Clofct into which he had con- 
vey'd himfelf, 'and unkindly interrupted 
the Aftion. 

His Lordfiiip prefently run to bis Sword ; 
but Trent^ with great Caimnefe, anfwered, 
that as it was very well known he durft 
fight, he fhouki not draw his Sword on 
this Occafion : ' For fure,* iays he, * my 
/ Lord, it would be the higheft Impru- 
' dence in me to kill a Man who is now 
* become fo confiderably my Debtor.* At 
which Words he fetched a Fcrfoh from 
the Clofct, who had. been confined with 

him^ 
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with him, telling him he had done his 
Bufinefs, and might now, if he pleafed, 
retu"c. 

It would be tedious here to amufe the 
Reader with all that paffed on the prefcnt 
Occafion; the Rage and Confufion of 
the Wife, or the Perplexity in which my 
Lord was involved. We will omit there- 
fore all fuch Matters, and proceed dircflly 
to Bufinefs, as Trenl and his Lord (hip 
did foon after. And in the Conclufion, 
my Lord ftipulatcd to ^ay a good round 
Sum, and to provide Mr. Trent with a 
good Place on the firft Opportunity. 

On the Side of Mr. Trent were ftipulated 
abfolute Remiffion of all paft, and full In- 
dulgence for the Time to come. 

Trent now immediately took a Houfe 
at the polite End of the Town, furniflied 
it elegantly, fet up his Equipage, rigged 
out both hjmfelf and his Wife with very 
handfome Cloath|, frequented all publick 
Places where he could get Admiflion, 
pufhed himfelf into Acquaintance, and his 
Wife foon afterwards began to keep an 
Affembly, or in the fafliionable Phrafe, to 
be at home once a Week 1 when, by my 
H 2 ^Lord's 
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Lord's Affiftance, flic was prefently vifited 
by moft Men of the firft Rank, and by 
all fuch Women of Fafhion as are not very 
nice in their Company. 

My Lord's Amour with this Lady lafted 
not long ; for as we have before obferved, 
he was the mod inconftant of all human 
Race. Mrs. Trent* s Paflion was not howe- 
ver of that Kind which leads to any very deep 
Refentment of fuch Ficklenefs, Her Pal- 
fion indeed was principally founded upon 
Intereft ; fo that Foundation ferved to fup- 
port another Supcrftrudure -, and flie was 
cafily prevailed upon, as well as her Huf- 
band, to be ufcful to my Lord in a Capa- 
cityi which, though very often exerted in 
the polite World, hath not, as yet, to my 
great Surprife, acquired any polite Name, 
or indeed any which is not too coarfe to be 
admitted in this Uiilory; 

After this Preface, which we thought 
nece0ary to account for a Charadler of 
which fpme of my Country and Colle- 
giate Readers might poQibly doubt the 
Exiftencc, 1 fhajl proceed to what more 
immediately regards Mrs. Booib. The 
Header may be pleafed to remember that 
{4r« fnni was prefent at the Aflemblv to 
z which 
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which Booth and his Wife were carried 
by Mrs. James^ and where Amelia was met 
by the noble Peer. 

His Lord (hip feeing there that Booth 
and Trent were old Acquaintance, failed 
not, to ufe the Language of Sportfmen, 
to put 7r^/?/ on upon the Scent of/imelia. For 
this Purpofe that Gentleman vifked Booth the 
very next Day, and had purfued him clofe 
ever fince. By his Means therefore my Lord 
learh'd that Amelia was to be at the Mal- 
querade, to which Place (he was dogg'd by 
^rentxn a Sailor's Jacket, who meeting my 
Lord according to Agreement, at the En- 
trance of the OperarHoufe, like the Four- 
legged Gentlemen of the fame Vocation, 
made a dead Point, as it is called, at the 
Game^ 

My Lord was fo fatisfted and delighted 
with his Converfation at the Mafquerade 
with the fuppofed Amelia^ and the Encou*^ 
ragemcnt which in reality (he had given him^ 
that when he faw Trent the next Morning, 
he embraced him with great Fondneft, 
gave him a Bank Note of 100/. and pro* 
mifed him both the Indies on his Succefs» 
of which he began now to have no mapner 
of Doubt. 

H 3 The 
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The Aflfair that happened at the Gaming 
Table, was likcwife a Scheme of Trenl^s^ 
-en a Hint given by my Lord to hlmi to 
endeavour to lead Booth into fomc Scrape 
or Diftrefs, his Lordlhip promifing to pay 
whatever Expcnce Treni might be led into 
by fuch Means. Upon his Lord (hip's Cre- 
dit therefore the Money lent to Booib was 
really advanced. And hence arofe all that 
feeming Generofity, and Indifference as tq 
the Payment. Treni being fatisfied with 
the Obligation conferred on Booib^ by 
Means of which he hoped to eflfeft his 
Purpofe, 

But now the Scene was totally changed j 
for Mrs. A^kinfon^ the Morning after the 
Quarrel, beginning ferloufly to recollti^ 
that (he had carried the Matter rather too 
far, and might really injure Ametia^% Re-* 
putation, a Thought to which the warm 
Purfuit of her own Intereft had a good 
deal blinded her at the Time, refolved to 
viCt my Lord himfelf, and to let faim 
into the whole Story 5 for, as Ihe had fuc- 
ceeded already in her favourite Pointy Ihc 
thought ^e had no Reafon to fear any 
Confoquence of the Difcovery. This Rc,- 
folution ihe immediately executed. ^ 

Trent 
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Treni came to attend his Lordflilp jufl: 
after Mrs. Atkinfen had left him. He found 
the Peer in a very ill Humour, and brought 
no News to comfort or recruit his Spirits ; 
for he had himfelf juft received a Billet 
from Booths with an Excufe for himfelf 
and his Wife, from accepting'the Invita- 
tion, at Trent* % Houfe that Evening, where 
Matters had been previoufly concerted for 
their Entertainment 5 and when his Lord- 
fhip was by Accident to drop into the 
Room where Amelia was, while Booth was 
CO be engaged at Play in another. 

And now after much Debate, and after 
Trent had acquainted my Lord with the 
wretched Situation of 3^^/i^*sCircumft^nces, 
it was refolved, that Trent (hould imme- 
diately demand his Money of Booths and 
iipon his not paying it, for they both con* 
eluded it impoflible he ihould pay it, to 
pot the Note which Trent had for the 
Money, in Suit againft him by the genteel 
Mean» of paying it away to a nominal 
third Perfon \ and this they both conceived 
muft end immediately in the Ruin of 
Booths and confequently in thq Con4ueil oi 
Amelia. 

H4 la 
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In this Projcd:, and with this Hope, 
both my Lord and his Setter, or (if the 
Sportfmen pleafe) Setting-Dog, both greatly 
exulted, and it was next Morning cxe« 
cuted, as we have already feen. 

C H A P. IV. 

Containing fome Diftrefs. 

TRENT'S Letter drove Booth almoft 
to Madncfe. To be indebted to fuch 
a Fellow, at any rate, had (luck much in 
his Stomach, and had given him very greas 
Uneafinefs ; but to anfwer this Demand in 
any other Manner, than by paying tlic 
Money, was abfolutely what he could not 
bear. Again, to pay this Money, he very 
plainly faw there was but one Way % and 
this was by (tripping his Wife not only of 
every Farthing, but almoft of every Rag 
fhe had in the World ; a Thought la 
dreadful, that it chilled his very Soul 
with Horrour > and yet Pride at laft feemed 
to reprefent this as tlie lefler Evil of the 
two. 

But how to dp this was ftill a Queftion*. 
Tt was not fure, at lead he feared it wa^ 
i^ot, that sdmelia herfelf would readily con- 
feat 
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fenc to this ; and fo far from jperfuading 
her to fuch a Meafure, he could not bear 
even to propofc it. At length his De- 
termination was to acquaint his Wife with 
the whole Aflfair, and to afk her Confcnt 
by way of afking her Advice ; for he was, 
well aiTurcd (he could find no other Means 
of extric^ng him out of his Dilemma. 
This he accordingly did, reprefenting the 
AflFair as bad as be oould ; though indeed^ 
it was impoffible for him to aggravate the 
real Truth. 

Amlid heard him patiently without once 
interrupting him. When he had finiflied, 
flie remained filent fomeTime: Indeed the 
Shock flie received from this Story, almoft 
deprived her of the Power of Speaking. 
At laft (he anfwered : * Well, my Dear,*^ 

• you a(k my Advice ; I certainly can give 
^ you no other than that the Money mutt 
« be paid.' 

* But how muft it be paid ?* cries he, 

• Oh Heavens ! ' thou fweetcft Creature, 

* what not once upbraid me for bringing 

* this Ruin on thee!* 

• Upbraid you, my Dear!* faid (he— 
f Would to Heaven I could prevent y<iii^ 

> H 5 : * up^ 
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upbraiding yourfelf. Bm do not defpair* 
I will endeavour by fome Means or qther 
to get you the Money/ 

* Afes! my dear Love/ cries Bqotkf 
«. I know the only Way by which you cm 

• raife it. How can I confent to that ? Do 

• you forget the Fears you fo lately ex- 

• preffed of what would be our wretched 

• Condition, when our little All was moul* 

• dered away ?~0, my AmeUa^ they cue 

• my very Heart-firings, when you Ipdcq 
« then 5 for I had then loft this little All. 

• Indeed I aflbre you I have not played 
« fince, nor ever will mwe.' 

' Keep that Rcfolution,' faid fhe, * my 

• Dear, and I hope we fhall yet recover 

• the Paft'— - — At which Words cafting her 
Eyes on the Children, the Tews burft from 
her Eyes, and fhfe cry'd — r-* Heaven wills 
^ I hope, provide for us.* 

A pathetic Scene now enfued between 
the Hulband and Wife, which would not 
perhaps pleafe many Readers to fee drawn 
at too full a Length. It is fufficient to fay^ 
that this excellent Woman not only ufod 
her utmoft Endeavours to ftifle and con- 
ceal her own Concern, but laid, and did 
3 every 
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every Thing in her Power to allay that of 
her Hufband. 

Booth was at this Time to meet a Perfon 
whom we have formerly mentioned in 
the Courfe irf our Hiftory. This Gentle- 
man had a Place in the War-Office, and 
pretended to be a Man of great Intereft 
and Confequence ; by which Means he did 
not only receive great Refped and Couit 
from the. inferiour Officers, but afhaally 
bubbled feveral of their Monev, by under- 
taking to do them Services wnich, in rea- 
lity, were not within his Power. In 
Truth, I have known few great Men who 
have not been befet with one or more 
fuch Fellows as thefe, through whom the 
iDferiour Part of Mankind are obliged to 
make their Court to the great Men them- 
felves 5 by which Means, I believe princi- 
pally, Perfons of real Merit have been 
often deterred from the Attempt ; for thefe 
fubaltern Coxcombs ever afiume an equal 
State with their Mafters, and look for an 
equal Degree of Refpe£t to be paid to 
them ; to which Men of Spirit, who are 
in every Light their Betters, are not eafily 
brought to fubmit. Thefe Fellows indeed 
themfelves have a jealous Eye towards all 
great Abilities, and are fure, to the utmoft 
H 6 of 
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of their Power, to keep all who are fo en* 
dewed, from the Prcfence of their Mafter&r 
They ufe. their Mailers, as bad Minifters 
have ibmetimes ufed a Prince; they keep all 
Men of Merit from hi3 Ears, and. daily 
facrifice his true Honour and Intereft to 
their own Profit, and their own Vanity. 

As foon as Booth was gone to his Apr 
pointment with this Man, Amelia iooofie- 
diately betook herfelf to her Bufinefs with 
the higheft Refolution. She packed op 
no% only her own little Trinkets, and thole 
of the Children, but the grcateft Part of 
her own poor Cloaths, (for fhe was but 
barely provided) and then drove in a Hack- 
ney-Coach to the fame Pawnbroki^r's, who 
bad before been recommended to her by 
-Mrs. Ajkinfon. This worthy Perfon offered 
to l^nd her fo very little on her Goods^ 
(not the fourth Part qf their Value) that Ihe 
was not able to raife the Sum ihe wanted. . 

This^dejefted the poor Woman to the 
lowed Degree in the World, and ihe now 
(determined to fell them outright •, but uiv- 
fortunately ihe knew not to what Market 
to carry them. In this Diftrefs, it luckily 
occurred to her Mind that her Huiband 
had told. her there was no kind pf lnfor<- 
^ . . mation 
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mation whatfoever, which was not to be had 
at thcUnivcrfalRcgifter-Office. Thither Ihe 
immediately drove, and was there recom* 
mended to a Perfon, who not only ad-t 
vanced her the Money fhe defired, but at 
a much lefs Intereft than the Pawnbroker 
would have infifted on* 

Being.now provided with her Sum (he 
returned well pleafed home ; and her Hus- 
band coming in foon after, ihe with much 
Chearfulnefs delivered him all the Moneyt 

Booth was fo overjoyed with th6 Pro- 
fpefk of difcharging his Debt to Trent^ that 
he did not perfe£Uy reflefb on the Diftrefs 
to which his Family was now reduced. 
The good Humour which appeared in the 
Countenance of Amelia^ was perhaps an^ 
other Help to ftifle thofe Reflexions 5 but 
above all were the Aflurances he h^ re- 
ceived from the great Man, whom he bad 
met at a Coflfee-Houfe, and who had pro-» 
mifed to do him all the Service in his Pow- 
er ; which feveral halfpay fubaltern Officers 
aflfured him was very confidek'able. 

With this comfortable News ' he ac-* 

n" ited his Wife, who either was, or 
cd to be. extremely well pleafed with 

it. 
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k. And now he fibt out wiA the Money 
in his Pocket to par hi« Friend Trent j who 
unluckily for him nappened not to be ai 
home. 

On his return home he met his old 
Friend the Lieutenant^ who thankfully paid 
him his Crown, and infifted on his going 
with him and taking Part of a Bottle. 
This Invitation was fo eager and preflingi 
that poor Boofbj who could not refift mudi 
Importunity* complied. 

WWlc they were brer this Bottle, B^th 
acquainted lus Friend with the Pi-omifes 
.he had received that Afternoon at the Cof* 
fee-Houfe, with which the old Gentleman 
was very well pleafed : * For I have heard,' 
fays he, ' that Gentleman hath very pow- 
* erful Intereft j* but he informed him 
likewifc, that he had heard that the great 
Man muft be touched j for that he never 
did any Thing without touching. Of this, 
indeed, the great Man himfclf had given 
fome oblique Hints, by faying, with great 
Sagacity and Slyoefs, that he knew wher« 
fifty Pound might be depofited to much 
Advantage. 
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J^aoib anfwered tb^t hfs would very rea^) 
dily advance a fmall Sum» if be had it ia 
his Power, but that at prefent it was not 
fo J for that he had no more in the World 
than the Sum of fifty Pounds, which he 
owed Trenf^ and which he intended to pay 
him the next Momii^. 

• It is very right undoubtedly to pay 

* your Debts,* fays the old Gentleman j 
^ but fure, on fuch an Occafion^ any Man 
« but the ranked Ufurer would be coh- 

* tented to ftay a little While for his Mo- 

* ney ; and it will be only a little While I 

< am convinced : For if you depofite thii 
^ Sum in the great Man's Hands, I maka 

* no poubt but you will fucceed immedi- 

* ately in getting your Commiffion ; and 

* then I will help you to a Method of 

< taking up fuch a Sum as this.' The oH 
Gentleman perfifled in this Advice, and 
backed it with every Argument he could 
invent ) declaring, as' was indeed true, 
that he gave the fame Advice which he 
would purfue, was the Cafe his own. 

Booth long rejeded the Opinion of hk 
Friend ; •till, as they had not argued with 
<Jry Lips, he. became heated with Wine» 

and 
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and then at laft the old Gentleman fucceed- 
ed. Indeed, fuch was his Love either for 
Boofb^ or for his own Opinion, and per- 
haps for both, that he omitted nothing in 
his Power. He even endeavoured to pal- 
liate the Charader of Trent^ and unfaid' 
half what he had before faid of thatGende* 
man. In the End he undertook to mak^ 
Trenf eafy, and to go to him the very next 
Morning for that Purpofe. 

Poor B^tb at lafl: yielded, though 
with the utmoft Difficulty. Indeed had 
he known quite as much of Trent as the 
Reader doth, no Motive whatfoeverwoukl 
have prevailed on him to haye taken the 
old GenUeman's Advice. 

C H A P. V. 

Omtainiw more fFcrmtvooJj and other Tn^ 
^ gredients. 

N the Morning Booth communicated 
the Matter to Amelia^ who told himfhe 
would not prefume to advife him in aif 
Afi^r, of which he was fq much the better 
Judge. 

Whik 
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WhUc Bcotb remaned in a doubtful 
State what Conduft to purfue, fViUiams 
came to make him a Vifit, and informed 
him that he had been at ^renfs Houfe, 
but found him not at home ; adding, that 
he would pay him a fecond Vifit that vei^ 
Day, and would not reft 'till he found 
him. 

5^^/i& wasaftiamed to confefs his wa- 
vering Refolution, in an Affair in which 
he had been fo troublefome to his Friend -, 
he therefore dreflcd himfelf immediately, 
and together they both went to wait on the 
little great Man, to whom Booth now 
hoped to pay his Court in the moft effect 
tual Manner. 

Williams had been longer acquainted 
with the modern Methods of Bufinefs than 
Booth ; he advifed his Friend therefore to 
begin with tipping (as it is called) the great 
Man's Servant. He did fo, and by that 
Means got fpeedy Accefs to the Mafter. , 

The great Man received the Monfey, not 
as a Gudgeon doth a Bait, but as a Pike 
receives a pocM* Gudgeon into his Mawt 
To (ay the Truth, facb Fellows as theft 

may 
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may well be likened to that voracious Fifh, 
who fattens himfelf by devouring all the 
little Inhabitants of the River. As foon 
as the great Man had pocketed the Cafli^ 
he fhook Boaik by the Hand, and told him 
he would be fure to flip no Opportunity 
of ferving hinfi> and would fend him Word 
as foon as any ofifrodU. 

Here I fliall flop one Moment, and fb 
perhaps will my goodnatured Reader ; 
for furely it muft be a hard Heart which is 
not aflPefted, with reflcding on the Manner 
in which this poor litde Sum was raifed, 
and on the Manner in which it was be- 
flowed . A worthy Family, the Wife and 
Children Qf a M^n who had loft his Blood 
abroad in the Service of bi3 Country* 
parting with their little all, and expofed 
to Cold and Hiitigef > to: pamper fuch a 
Feltew as thi3." 

. And if any {uch Reader, as I mention^ 
ihould happen Co be/ia reality a gceat Maiw 
an4in FQwer^ perhaps the I^rcatr of 
this Pidure may induce him to put a final 
^nd to tbi$ abotoiriabk Praftice of touch- 
ing^ as k i$^ cajled; by ivhich inched a Set 
of Leaqhes aret permitted to ftick the Blood 
of the Brave and the Indigents of the 
Widow and the Orphan. Bcofb 
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Bcoib now returned home, where he 

found his Wife with Mrs. James. Ameliq 

bad, before the Arrival of her Hufband, 

abfolutely Kefufed Mrs, James*s Invit^tioa 

to Dinner the next Day ; but when Booib 

came in, the Lady renewed her Applicatir 

on, and that in fo prefling a Manner, that 

Boolb fcconded her 5 for tho* he had enough 

of Jealoufy in his Temper; yet fuch wa« 

his Friendfhip to the Colonel, and ifuch his 

Gratitude to the Obligations which he bad 

received from him, that his own tJnwilr 

lingnefs to believe any Thing of him, cor 

operating with Jmelia*s Endeavours to put 

every Thing in the fakeft Light, bad 

brought him to acquit his pTiend of any iU 

Defiga To this perhaps the late ASuir 

concermng my Lcurd haid moreover con-- 

tributed: For it {eems to me^ that th^ 

fame Paffion cannot much energize on two 

diflferent Obje&s at one atid the (ame Time : 

an Obfervation which I believe, will hold 

as true^ with regard to the cruel Paffions 

of Jealoufy and Anger, as to the gentle 

Paffioft of Love> in which one great ^nd 

mighty'Obje'a is fure to engage the wljoie 

Paffion. 
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When Booth grew importunate, jlmeKa 
anfwered, * My Dear, 1 Ihould not refufc 

• you whatever was in my Power; but 

♦ this is abfolutely out of my Power ; for 

* Cnce I muft declare the Truth, I cannot 

♦ drefs myfelf. 

'- « Why fo ?* faid Mrs. Jmes^ « I am 

♦ fure you arc very well/ . 

* Is there no other Impediment toDrcf- 

* fing but Health, Madam ?' anfwered /f- 

* Upon my Word none that I know of,* 
replied Mrs, 7^«»(f J. 

* What do you think of want of Qoath^ 
f Madam?' Faid ^^//^. ' 

* • Kidiculous !' cried Mv%. James. • What 

* need have you to drefs yourfelf out ?— 
'^ You will fee no Body but our own Fa- 

* mily, and I promifc (f ou I don't cxpe<5t 

• rt.*^A plain Night-Gown will do very 
^ well' ■ ^ 

* But if I muft be plain with you, Ma- 
^ dam, faid Amelia^ I have no other Cloatbs 

« but 
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* but what I have now on my Back.— ^ 

* I have not even a clean Shift in the 

* World : for you muft know, my Dear, 
^ faid fhe to Booths that little Betty is 

* walk'd off this Morning, and hath 
^ carried all my Linen with her. 

* How, my Dear, cries Booths little 

* Betty robb*d you ! 

* It is even fo, anfwerM Amelia. Indeed 

* fhe fpoke Truth ; for little Betty having 

* perceived the Evening before that her. 

* Miftrefs was moving her Goods, was 

* willing to lend all the Affiftance in her 

* Power, and had accordingly mov'd off 

* early that Morning, taking with hcj: 

* whatever Ihe could lay her Hands on. 

Booth expreffed himfelf with fome 
'Paffion on the Occafion, and fwore he 
would make an Example of the Girl. * If 

* the little Slut be above Ground, cried 

* he, I will find her out and bring her to 

* Juftice. 

* I am really forry for this Accident, faid 

* Mrs. James^ and ftho' I know not how to 

* jnention it) I beg you'll give me Leave to 

♦ offer 
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* offer you any Limen of mine, ^till you 

* can make new of yoor own. 

Jmeliathzn\Cd Mrs.James^ but declined 
the F^otir, faying (he Ihoidd do well 
enough at home ; and that as (he had no 
Servant now to take Care of her ChikJrcn, 
(he could not, nor would not leave them 
on any Account. 

* Then bring Matter and Mifs with you, 
« faid Mrs. James, You fliall pofitively 

* dine with us To-morrow. 

* I beg. Madam, you will mcntion^ it 
^ no more, faid Amelia •, for befidcs the 
^ fubftantial Reafons I have ahready given^ 

* I have fome Things on my Mind at 
« prefent which make me unfit forCom- 

* pany; and I am refolvcd nothing fhali 

* prevail on me to ftir from home. 

Mrs. James had carried her Invitation 
already to the very utmoft Limits of 
Good-Breeding, if not beyond them. She 
defifted therefore from going any further, 
and after fome fhort Stay longer took her 
Xeave, with many Expreffions of Concern^ 
which however great as it was left her Heart 
and her Mouth together^ before fli« was out 
of the Houfe. Booth 



d by Google 



Ch. 5. A.ME1.1 A- 167 

Booth now decki^'d that he would go in 
Purfuk of little B4tty^ againft whom he 
Towcd fo much Vengeance, that Amelid 
cndeavour'd to moderate his Anger by 
rcprefeoting to hitti tb^ Girr^ Youth, and 
that this was the fitft Fault fhe had ever 
been guilty of. * Indeed, fays flie, I 

* Ihould be vcty giad to have my Things 

* again, and I would have the Girl too 

* punifli*d in foffie Degree, which might 

* poflibly be for her own Good; but I 

* tremble to think of taking away her 
' Life : for Booth in his Rage had Iwora 

* he would hang her. 

* I know the Tendernefs of your Heart, 

* my Dear, fatd Booths and I love yoU 

* for it ; but I muft beg Leave to diflent 

* from your Opinion. I do not think the 

* Girl. in any Light an Objeft of Mercy. 
' She is not only guilty of Diflionefty, 

* but of Cruelty : for fhe muft know our 

* Situacion, and the very little we had 
^ left. She is befides guilty of Ingratitude 

* to you, who havft treated her with fo 
« mudh Kindnefsj that you have rather 

* a^d tiie Part of a 'Mather than <rf a 

* Miftrefs. And fo far fi'om thinking her 

* Youth an Excufe, I think it rather an 

• Aggra- 
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* Aggravation. It is true indeed there 
« arc Faults which the Youth of tfie Party 

* very ftrongly recommends to our Par- 
^ don. Such are all thofe which proceed 

* from Careleflhefs, and Want of Thought ; 

* but Crimes of this black Dje, which 

* are committed with Deliberation and 

* imply a bad Mind, defcrve a more feverc 

* PunUhment in a young Perfon than in 

* one of riper Years : for , what muft 

* the Mind be in old Age which hath ac* 

* quir'd fuch a Degree of Perfedtion in 

* Villainy fo very early ! Such Perfons as 

* thefe it is really a Charity to the Public 

* to put out of the Society ; and indeed 

* a Religious Man would put them out of 

* the World for the Sake of themfelves ; 

* for whoever underftands any Thing of 
> Human Nature muft know, that fuch 

* People the longer they live, the more 

* they will accumulate Vice and Wic- 

* kedncfs. 

* WelU my Dear, cries Amelia^ I cannot 
^ argue with you on thefe Subje<5ts« I (hall 

* always fubmit to your fuperior Judg* 
^ ment, and I know you too well to think 

'^ that you will ever do any Thmg cruel. 



Booth 
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Booth then left Amelia to the Care of 
her Children, and went in Purfuit of the 
Tiiief. 

CHAP, VL 

A Scene of the Tragic Kind. 

HE had not been long gone, before a 
thundring Knock was heard at the 
I>oor of the Houfe where Amelia lodged,^ 
and prefentlyafter a Figure all pale, ghaft- 
Ivj andalmoftbreatblefs, ruih'd into the 
Kopm where fhe then was with her 
Children. 

This Figure Amelia foon recognized to. 
be Mrs. Atkinfon^ tho* indeed (he was fo 
difguifed that at her firft Entrance Amelia 
fcarce knew her. Her Eyes were funk in 
her Head, her Hair difhevelled, •id not 
only her Drefe but every Feature in her 
Face was in the utmoll Diforder. 

Amelia was greatly fliock^d at this Sights 

and the little Girl was much frightned ; as 

for the Boy he immediately knew her, 

and running to Amelia^ he cried, ^ La! 

I I Mamrnit 
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^ Mamma, what is the Matter with poor 

* lAxs.Atkinfon? 

As foon as Mrs. Akinfon recovered her 
Breath, (he cried out * O Mrs. Booths 

• I am the moft miferable of Women, I 

♦ have loft the beft of Hulbands.* 

Amelia looking at her with all the Xen- 
demefs ima^able ; forgetting, I believe^ 
that there had ever been any Quarrel be* 
tween them — laid-f— ^^ GoodH^avens, 

• Madam, what's the Matter? 

* Q lAx^^Booib^ anfwer'd Ihe, I fisar I 
« have loft my Huft^and. The Doctor 

• fays, there is but little Hope of his Life. 

• O Madam, hpweverl have been in the 

* Wrong I am fure you will forgive roe 

• and pity me. I am fure I am fcverely 

* punilhM : for to that curfed Affair I owe 

• all my Mifery. 

^ Indeed, Madam, cries, ^m^ia^ I am 

* extremely concerned for your Misfor- 

♦ tunei But pray teH me "hath anyTWng 
' happened to the Serjeant ? 

* O Madam, cries ihe, I have the grear* 
« eft Reafon to fear I fhaU lofe him. The 

* Dofior , 
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^ Doftor hath almoft given him over j«-ti-<tf 
^ He fays he hath fcarce any HDpes.--^-' 

* O Madam, that Evening that the fatal 
^ Qu^rel happened bet^^^een is, iqy<d^ar 
^ Captain took it fo to Heart, dut heiat 
^ up all Night and drank a whole Bottle 

* ot Brandy.— —Indeed, he faid» hd 

* wifh'd to kill hin>felf : for nothing co(kld 

* have hurt him fo mxKh in the World,' 
he faid, as to have any Quarfd between^ 
^ou and me. His Concern and wbac 

drank together threw him into a highr 

* Fever.— —So that when I came home 

* from my Lord's— (for indeed, Madatn^ 
^ I have been and fet all to Rights-ri— --> 
^ Your Reputation is now in no Danger. 

* When I came home, I fay, I found the 

* poor Man in a raving delirious Fir^ and' 

* in that he hath continued ever fince 'till 

* about an Hour ago^ when he came per- 

* fe^Iy to his Senf9 ( bat now he fays he" 
^ is fure he fhalt die, and begi^ fqr Hoa-vtsn^s' 

* Sake ta fee you fiift. / WouW you, Ma- 

* dam, would you have the Gdodnels to- 

* grant my poor Captain's Defire, conli- 
^ derhe is a dying Man, aodinefdtef he 

* nor I (hall ever a(k you -a fecond Favwir. 

* He fays he hath fom^thing to fay to you 
^ that he can mention to no other Perfon, 

I z '^ and 
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* and that he! cannot die in Peace unlefs 
f he fees you. . 

* * Upon my Word, Madam, cries Ame-^ 

* //tf, I am extremely conccrn*d at what 

* you tell me, I knew the. poor Serjeant 

* Iroim his Infancy, and always had ai> 
^ AiFedbion for hin), as I think him to be 

* one of .the . beft-natur'd and honefteft 
^ Creatucea upon Earths I am fure if I 

* could do him any Service, — r-but of 
« what Ufe can my going be ?— — 

, * Of the higheftin the Worid^ anfwcr'd 

* yk%.' Atkinfink . Jf you' knew how ear-^ 
neftly he entreated it, how hjs poor 

^ breaking Heart begged to fee you, you 
would not reftife.' 



c 



( 



- *Nay, I do.nota^folutely refufe, cries 

* -/f«rfA'».-—Som«tbing to fay to me pf 

* Coniequencet and that he c<mld not die- 

* in P^race, unlefs he faid it-^Did he fay 
•' that, lAxi.\Akinfin I 

' f UponiOxyFJi^our he did, anfwer'd 
^.ihey and much more than I k^ve rp« 
f:ia»d* 

!•- ' t Well, 
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* Well, I will go with you/ exits jim^ 
Ua. ^ I cannot guefs what this fliould be ; 

• but I will go/ 

Mrs. Atkinfon then poured- out a thou* 
(and BlefTings and Thankfgivings \ and 
taking hold of AmelitC% Hand, and eagerly 
killing it, cried out—* How could that 

• Fury Paflson drive me to quarrel with 

• fuch a Creature V 

Amelia told her (he had forgiven and 
forgot it ; and then calling up the Miftrels 
of the Houfe, and committing to her the 
Care of the Children, (he clbaked herfelf 
up as well as (he could, and fee out with 
Mrs, Atkinfon. 

When they arrived at the Houie, Mr^t 
Atkift/on faid (he would go firftand give. the 
Captain fomc Notice ; for that it Amelis 
entered the Room unexpcftedly, the Sur- 
prize might have an ill Efieft. ..Sbe.Jj^ff 
therefore Amelia in the Parlour, and pro* 
ceeded diredHy up Stairs/ ' 

Poor Atkinfon^ weak and had as. was his 

Condition, no fooner heard that Amelia was 

comc^ than he difcovered great Joy in hi^ 

I 3 Coun- 
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Countenance, and prefently afterwards (he 
was introduced to mau 

Atkinfan exerted his utmoft Strei^gth t« 
thank her for this Goodnefs to a dying 
Man, (for {o he called htnafelf.) Eie laid 
he (faould not have prefumed to give her 
this Trouble, had he not had fomethipg, 
which he thought of Confequence, to fnf 
toher^ an4 which he could not nientioB 
to any other Perfon. He then defired his 
Wife to give him a little Box, of which 
he always kept the Key hunfelf, arid after* 
wards begged her to leave the Room for 
a few Minutes ; at which neither (he, nor 
Amelia^ exprcfied any Diflatisfa£tion. 

When he was alone with Ai^a^ he 
fpoke as follows : ^ This, Madam, is the 

• Jaft Time my Eyis Will ever behold 
« Whac-^^ — ^Do pardon me. Madam, I will 

• never offend you more.' Here he 

funk down in his Bed, and the Tears 
^a(hed from his Eyes. 

• Why (hould you fear to offend roc^ 
^ 7^^^ f^d Amelia ; * I am fure you never 
^ dM atty Ttiii^ wiUti^y to offend mt* 



d by Google 



Ch. 6. AMELIA. 175 

* No, Madam/ anfwered he^ * I would 

* die a thoufand Times before I would 

* have ventured it in the fmalleft Matter. 

* But— I cannot fpeak — and yet I muft. 

* You cannot pardon me, and yet perhaps 

* as I am a dying Man, and never mall fee 

* you more.— Indeed, if I was to live 

* after this Difcovery, I fhould never dare 

* to look you in the Face again and 

* yet,- Madam, to think I (hall never fee 

* you jnorc is worfe than ten thoufand 
« Deaths. . 

• Indee,d, Mr. Atkinfon^ cries Amelia^ 
blufhing, and looking down on the Floor, 

* r mttftnot hear you talk in this manner. 
^ If you hare «ny thing to fay; tell it me, 
^ ana do not be afraid of my Anger •, for I 

* think I xnay promife to forgive whatever 

* it Wiis pofTibie you (hovld do. 

^ Here then. Madam,* faid he, * is your 

* Pifture, I ftolc it when I was eighteen 

* Years of Age, and have kept it ever 
^ fince. It is let in Gold; with three little 

* Diamonds, and yet I can truly fay, it 
' was not the Gold nor the Diamonds 

* which I ftole it was that Face which, 

* if 1 had been the Emperor of the World — 

I4 !.I 
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• I muft not hear any more of this •,* 
« faid fhe, — ' comfort youFfelf, joCy s(hd 

* think no more of this Matter. Be af- 

* fured I freely and heartily forgive you — 

* But pray compofe yourlelfj come, let 

* me call in your Wife. 

' Firfl, Madam, let me beg one Fa* 

* vour' — cried he, * confider it is the laft, 

* and then I fhall die in Peace— let me 

* kifs that Hand before I die. 

• Well, nay,* fays fhe, * I don't know 

* what I am doing — 'well — there— Ihc then 
carelefly gave him her Hand, which 
he put gently to his Lips, and then 
prefenily let it drop and tell back in the 
Bed. 

Jmelia now fummoned Mrs. Aikin^ 
fon^ who was indeed no' further off than 
jufk without the Etoor. She then haftened 
down Stairs and called for a great Glaf$ 
of Water, which having drank off ihc 
threw herfelf into a Chair, and the Tears 
ran plentifully from her Eyes with Com- 
paffion for the poor Wretch fhe had juft 
left in his Bed. 

To 
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To fay the Truth, without any Injury 
to her Chafticy, that Hdart ^bich had (tood 
firm as a Rock to all the Attacks of Title 
and JEquipage, of Finery and. Flattery, and 
which all the Treafures o£ the Univerfe 
could not have purchafed, was yet a little 
fcftened by the plain,' honeft; tnodcit^ in* 
voluntary, delicate, heroic Paflion of this 
poor and humble S^ain ; for whpm, ia 
Ipite of herfelf, Ihc felt a momentary Ten- 
demefs and Complacence^ at which Boo/h^ 
if he had known it, would perhaps have 
been difpleafed. 

Having (laid fome Tln»e in the Parlour, 
and not finding Mrs. Atkhifon come down, 
(for indeed her Hufband was then io bad 
ibe could not quit him) Amelia left a 
Meflage with the Maid of the Houfe for . 
her Miftrefs, purporting that fhe fhould 
be ready to do any thing in her Power to 
ferve her, and then left the Houfe with 2t 
Confufion on her Mind that Ihe had never 
felt before, and which any Chaftity that 
is not .hewn out of Marble muft feel on 
fo tender and delicate an OccafioQ. 



^5 CHAP., 
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CHAP. VII. 

tn tffbicb Mr. Booth meets with mere tbam 
cm Aiventure. 

j^OOTH having hunted about for two 
•'^ ' Hours, at kft &w a young Lady in a 
tattered Silk Gown^ ftepping out of ai 
Shop in Monmautb'Street into a Hackney 
Goach. This Lady, notwichftanding the 
Difguife of her Drefs, he prefently difco* 
vered to be no other than little Betty, 

'He inftantly gave the Alarm oif ftop 
Thief, ftop Coach; Upon which, Mrs. 
Seftynzs immediately ftopt in her Vdiiclc, 
and JBootb and his Myrmidons laid hold 
of her, 

The Girl no fooner foui^d that ihe was 
feiftd by her Mafter, than the Confciouf- 
nefs of her Guilt overpowered her ; for fhe 
was not yet an e3q>erienoed Offender, and 
flie immediately confefied her CriaMi. 

She was then carried before a Juftice of 

Peace, where fhe was fearched, and there 

was found in her PoffefliQii befides the Silk 

Ciown, which was inlaid proper Furni- 

3 tore 
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Cure fbr Rag Fair, and fcarce worth t 
fingfe Farthing, though the honeft Shop- 
keeper in Montnouth'Street had fold it for 
a Crown to this fimple Girt, four Shil* 
lings and Sixpence in Money. 

The Girl being examined by the Ma- 
giftrate, fpoke as follows : * Indeed, ^ir^ 

• an*t pleafe your Worfhip, I am very 

• forry for what I have done ; and to be 

• fure, an*t plealfe your Honour, my Lord, 
« it muft have been the Devil that put rtc 

• upon it 5 for to be fure, pleafe your 

• Majefty, I never thought upon fuch a 
« Thing in my iVhole Life before, any 

• more than I did of my dying Day ; but 

• indeed. Sir, an't pleafe your Worlhip. — 

She was running on in this Manner when 
Che Juftice interrupted hef, and defir'4her to 
give an Account what Ihe had taken from 
her Mailer, and what Vtit had done with it* 

• Inde^, an*t pleafe your Majefty,* 
i^d (he, ^ I took no more than two Shifts 

• of Madam's, and I pawned them for five 

• Shillings, which I gave for the Gowa 
^ that's upon my Back, and as for the 
^ Money in my Pocket, it is every Farthing 
^ of it my own. I am fure I intended to 

I 6 ; carry 
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* carry back the Shifts too as foon as ever 

* I could get Money to take them out.' 

The Girl having told them where thei 
Pawnbroker lived, the Juftice fent to 
him, to produce the Shifts, which he pre- 
fently did ; for he expeSed that a War- 
rant to fearqh ,his Houfe woukl be the 
Confequence of his Refufal, 

The Shifts being produced, on which 
the honeft Pownbroker had lent five Shil- 
lings, appeared plainly to be worth above 
thirty: Indeed when new they had coft 
much more. So that by their Goodnefs> 
as well as by their Size> ic'was certain they 
could not have belonged to the Girl. 

Boolb'gTtvf very warm againft the Pawn- 
^>roker. ' 1 hope. Sir,' faid he to the Ju- 
ftice, ' there is fome Putiilhment for this 

* Fellow likewife, who- lb plainly appears 

* to hiave known that thefe Goods were 

* ftolen. The Shops of thefe Fellows may 
^ indeed be called the Fountains of Theft i 

* For it is in reality the Encouragement 

* which they meet with from thefe Receivers 

* of their Goods that induces Men very of- 

* ten to become Thieves 5 fo that thefe de- 

« fervci 
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* fcrve equal, if not feverer Punifhment 

* than the Thieves themfelves.* 

The Pawnbroker protefted his lonocence. 
And denied the taking in the Shifts. Indeed 
in this he fpoke Truth ^ for he had dipt 
into an inner Room, as was always hia 
Cufiop on thefe Occafions, and left a little 
Boy to do the Bufinefs ; by ^hich Mean? 
he had carried on the Trade of receiving fto- 
^en Goods for^ many Years with Iippunity, 
and had been twice acquitted <it the Ou-* 
Bail}\ though the Juggle appeared upoh 
the mofl manifeft Evidence. ' 

^ As the Juftice was going to ifpeak he> 
was interrupted by the Girl, who falling 
upon her Knees to Booth with many Tears 
begged his Forgivencfs. . . « 

^ Indeed, Betty^ cries Bootb^ « you do 

* not defcrve Forgivenefs 5 for you know> 
^ very good Reafons why you fliould not 

* have thought of robbing your Miftrefe, 

' particularly at this Time. And what* 

* further Aggravates your Crime is, that 

* you have robbed the beft and kindeft 

* Miftrefs in the World. Nay, vou are 

* not only guilty of Felony, but or a felo- » 
< nious Breach of Truft j for you know t 

[ very 
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< very well tvetf thing your Miftrels had 
^ was intrufted to your Care/ 

Now it happened by very great Acci- 
dent that the j uftice before whom the Girl 
Was brought underftood the Law. Turn- 
ing therefore to Bootb^ he faid, * Do you 

* fay, SiTi that this Girl was intrufted with 
f the Shifts ? 

. ^ Yes, Sir,' faid Booth, « fhe was in- 

* trufted with every thing ? 

* And will you fwear that the Goods 

* ftolen,* faid the Juftice, ' arc worth forty 
« Rulings? 

* No.indeed, Sir, ^nfwercd Booth, nor 
f that they are worth thirty either. 

'« Then, Sir, cries the Juftice, < the Girl 
f cannot be guilty of Felony. 

• How, Sir,* faid Booth, « is it not a 

* Breach of Truft ? And is not a Breach of 
J Truft Felony, and the worft Felony too ? 

• No, Sir,* anfwered the Juftice, * a 
« Breach of Truft is no Crime in our Law, 
t unlefi it be in a Servant, and then the 

• Aa 
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*. ABt of Parliamenr reauires the Goods 

* taken to be of the Value of forty Shil- 
t Ikigs. 

• So then a Servant/ cries Booib^ « may 

* rob his Mafter of thirty-nine Shillings 
^ whenever he pleafes^ and he can't be. 
^ puniihed. 

^ If the Goods are under his Care, he 

* can't/ cries the Juftice. 

♦ * I aik your Pardon, Sir/ IkysBodtB. 
^ I do not doubt what you fay ; but fure 
' this is a very extraordinary Law. 

. * Perhaps I think fo too/ faid the Ju- 
ftice ; ^ but it belongs not to any Officer 

* to make nor to mend Laws. My Bu- 

* finefs is 9nly to execute them. If there- 
fore the Cafe be as you (ay, I muft dif- 
charge the GirL 

• I hope however, you will punifh the 
.Pawnbroker/ cries Booik. 

\ * If the Girl is difcharged/ cries the 
Juftice, * fo muft be the Pawnbroker: For 
^ if the Goods are not ftolep, he cannot be 

* guilty of receiving them, knowing them 

* to 
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, ♦ to be ftolcn. And befidcs as to his Of- 

* fence, to fay the Truth, I am almofl: 
« weary of profecuting it ; for fuch are the 
« Difficulties laid in the Way of this Pro- 
^ fccution, that it is almoft impoflible to 
^ convift any one on it* And to fpeak my 
*' Opinion plainly, luch are the Laws, and 

* fuch the Method of Proceeding, that oae 
' would almoft, think our Laws were ra* 
^ ther made for the Froteftion of kogues, 

* than for the Puhifhment of them/ 

Thus ended this Examinatidn ; the 
Thief and the Receiver went dx>ut their 
Bufinefs ; and Bhotb departed, in order to 
go home to. his Wife. 

' In his Wav home. Booth was met by a 
Lady in a Cnair ; who, immediately upon 
feeing him, ftopt her Chair, bolted out of 
it, and* going, direftly up to him, faid :' 
« So, Mr. Boofb^ you have kept your Word 

* with me.* 

^ • ... 

This Lady was no other than Mifs Ma- 
thews ; and, the Speech (he meant was of a 
Promife made to her at the MafqUcradTe, 
of vifiting her within a Day or two ;" 
which whether he ever intended to keep I 
cannot fey ; but in Truth the fcver^ Ac- 

• ' 4 cidcnts 
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cidents that had (ince happened to him,* 
had fo difcompofed his Mind, that he had 
,abfoluteIy forgot it. 

Bcofb however was too fenfible, and too 
well bred, to make the Excufe of Forget- 
.fulnefs to a Lady ; nor could he readily 
.find any other. While he ftood therefore 
heQtating, and looking not over wife, Mils 
M^ihews faid : * Well, Sir, fince by your 

* Confufion I fee you have fome Grace 
^ left ; I will pardon you on one Conditi- 
.* on, and that is, that you will fup with 
^ me this Night. But if you fail me now» 

* expedt all the Revenge of an injured 

* Woman.' She then bound hcrfelf by a 
mod outrageous Oath, that (he would 
complain to his Wife — ' And I am fiire,* 
lays flie, * fhe is fo much a Woman of 
f Honour, as ^ do m« Juftiee. — And tho* 
^ I mifcarried in my Sift Attempt, be af« 
I fured I will take Care of my fecond/ 

ft 

. Booth afked what (he meant by her fipft 
Attempt; ta which fhe anfwcred, that flie 
had already writ his Wife an Account of 
his ill Ufage (^ her, but that fhe was 
pleafed it had mifcarried. She then re- 
peated her Alfeverations, that (he would 
noiy d(J. it cffcdtually, if he difappcinted 
her. Thil 
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This Threat flic reckoned would moft 
certainly terrify poor -Boer/i, and indeed 
flie was not miftaken; for I believe it 
would haire bcfen impoffibk, by any other 
Menace, or by any other Means, to havf: 
brought him once even to balance in his 
Mind on this Queftion. But by this Threat 
Ibc prevailed, and Booth promifed, upon 
his Word and Honour, to conne to her at 
the Hour (he appoimed. After which fiie 
took Leave of him with a Squeeze by th6 
Hand^ and a fmiling Countenance^ and 
Walked back to her Chair, 

: But however fbe tnight be plealed with 
having obtained tiib Promife^ BMb wife 
far fi^m being delighted M^ith theThbughca 
ipf havti^ giren it. He looked indeed up"- 
cm the Confequences of this Meeting with 
Horrour y but as td the Coi^eiqtiience whkrh 
was (o apparently inteaded by the L^y^ 
he refolved againft it. At length he canie 
to this Decerminatiori ; t6 go aceording to 
his Appointment, to argue the Matter with 
the Laliy^ and to convince her, if poffible, 
that from a regard to his Honour only, 
he. muft difcondnue her Acquaintance. If 
this ftuled to fatisfy her, and flie ftill perfifted 
la her Threats to acquaint his wife widi 

the 
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the Affaift he then rcfolved, whatever 
Pains it co(t: him, to communicate the 
whole Truth himfelf to ilmelid^ from whofe 
Goodnefs he doubted not but to obtain 
an abfolute Remiflion. 

CHAP. VHL 

Ju which AmeUa appears in a Ught more 
amiaik than gay. 

WE will now wturn to AmtHoj whom 
we left in fome Perturbation of 
Mind departing from Mrs. Atkinfon. 

Though fhe had before walked throi^h 
the Streets in a very improper Drefs with 
Mrs. Atldnfon^ (he was unwilling, eTpecially 
as Ihe was alone, to return m the fame 
Manner. Indeed ihe was fcarce aUe t^ 
walk in her prefent G>ndition % for the Cafe 
€f poor AtHnfm had much affe^ed her 
tender Heart, and her Eyes had overflown 
with many Tears. 

It occurred likewife to her at prefent^ 
that fl^ had not a (ingle Shilling iii her 
Pocket, or at home, to provide Food for 
herfelf and her Family. In this SituatipA 
ihe rciblved' to go immediately to the Gcm^ 

tlemaa 
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tleman recommended to her by the Re- 
gifter-Office, and Co depofite^ her Pifture 
for what flxe could raife upon it. She then 
immediately took a Chair, and put her 
Defign in Execution. 

The intrixific Value of the Gold, in which 
this Pifture was fet, and of the littk Dia- 
monds which furrounded it, amounted to 
nine Guineas. This therefore was advanced 
to her; and.theprettieft Face in the World 
(fuch is often the Fate of Beauty) waa de- 
yofited, as cf na Value into the Bargain. 

When Ihe came Jiome, (he found the 
following Letter from Mxs.Aikinfon. 

* Ag? dear eft Madsmj 
* As I know your Goodnefs, I could 
' MC dday a Moment acquainting you 

• wifh the happy Turn of my Affairs unce 

• you went. The great Dodor, who bc- 

• fore attended the Captain, having given 

• him over, I was advifed to fend for a 

• Gentleman, .of whom a Friend of the 

• Captain's gives nie the greateft Charac- 

• terj though my Apothecary f?ys'he kills 

• every one he comes near. This Gentle- 

• man, the Moment he came, afltirecf mo 
J my Hufband, the Captain, was on the 

* re- 
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* recovery, and in very little Danger ; and 
« I really think he is fince mendtd. I 

* hope to wait on you foon with better 

* News ; for I really think the true Aid- 

* cbaon^ of whom liomer fpeaks fo greatly, 

* is come to the Captain's Affiftance. Hea- 

* vens blefa you, dear Madam, and believe 

* me to be, with the utmoft Sincerity, 

^ Tour mqfi obligedj 

* obedient bumble Servant ^ 

* Atkinfon/ 

Amelia was really pleafed with this Let- 
ter ; and now it being paft Four o^Clock, 
ihe defpaired of feeing the Captain till the 
Evening. She therefore provided fome 
Tarts for her Children ; and then eating 
nothing but a Slice of Bread and Butter 
herfejf; fh/s began to prepare for her Huf- 
hand's Supper. 

There weri: two Things of which her 
Hufband was particularly fond, which, 
though it may bring the Sijpplicity of his, 
Tafle into grc^t dontempt with Jome of 
my Readers, I will venture to name. Thcfc ^ 
were a Fowl and Egg Saiice, and Mutton ' 
Broth \ both which Jmelia immediately 
pyrchafcd. 

As 
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As foon as the Clock ftruck (even, the 
good Creature weat down into Ae Kitchen,' 
and began to excrcife her Tafcnts of 
Cookery, ot which fhe was agreat Mif- 
trefs, as fhe was of every economical 
Office, from the highcft to the lowcftj 
and as no Woman could outfhinc her in a 
Drawing- Room, fo none codld make the 
Drawing-Room itfelf (bine brighter than 
Amelia. And if 1 may fpeak a bold Truth, 
I queftion whether it be poITible to view 
this fine Creature rn a more amiable Light, 
than while (he was drefling her Hu(band*s 
Supper with her little Children playing 
round her. 

It was now half an Hour paft Eight, 
and the Meat almoft ready, thcTable like wife 
neatly fpread with Materials, borrowed from 
her Landlady, and fhe began to grow a 
little uneafV at Booths not returning •, when 
a fudden Knock at the Door roufed her 
Spirits, and fhe cried, * There, my Dear, 
* there is your good Papa \ at which 
Words Ihe darted fwiftly up Stairs, and 
opened the Door to her Hulband. 

She defired her Hufband to walk up into 
theDining-Room, and flie would come to 

him 
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him in an Inftant; foribe was deGrote to 
cncieafe his Pleaforp, by furprifing him 
wah his two favourite Di&e* She then 
went down again to the Jptchen, where 
the Maid of the Houfe undertook to fend 
up the Supper, and flie with her Children 
returned to Booth. 

He then told her coacilely what had 
banned, with relation to the Qiri-~Ta 
which flie fcarce made any Anfwer j but 
alkcd him if he had not dined. He af- 
fured her he had noteax a Mor&l the ^hole 
Day. « W^ll,* fays fte. ' myEkar, I an» 

* a FeMaw-fuflEcrcri but we ihaU both en- 

* joy our Supper the more : For I have 

* made a Kttle Provifku} for you, as I 

* gudTed what might be the Cafe. I have 
« got you a Botde of Wine too. And 

* here is a clean Cloth and afiaUiiKCbun- 

* tenance, my dear »7Z?. Indeed! am in 

* UBufual good Spirits To-night, and I 

* have BaaAc a Promife to the Children. 

* which y^u. muft cmfirm ^ 1 have pro- 
V flall<rd to let them ftt tip liib one Night 

* to Supper wi* ua. Nay, don't look 

*. io ferfou» i. caft off all ut^fy Thoughts 

* —I have a Prefent lor you here — No 

* Matter how I came I7 it'— —At which 
Words ihe put eight Giuneas into his 

Hand, 
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Hand, crying : « Cofto^/ my dear BtU^ 
« be gty— Fortune wifl yet be kind to us--» 

* at lealt let us be happy this ^Rght. fo- 

* deed the Pleafures of many Women, 

* during their whole Lives, will not amount 

* to my Hapfnncfs this Night, if you will 

* be in good Humour/ 

Scab fetched a deep Sigh, and cried— 

* How unhappy am I, my Dear, that I 

* can't fop with you To-night !* 

As In the delighfal Month oijune^ when 
the Sky is all ferene, and the whole Face 
of Nature looks with a pleafed and fmiling 
A(jpe£b, foddenly a dark Cloud fpreads it- 
ielr over the Hemifphere, the Sun vanifhcs 
from our Sight, and every Objeft is ob- 
fcured by a dark and horrid Gloom. So 
happened it to Amelia-^ the Joy that had en- 
lightened every Feature difappesdred in a 
Moment ; the Luftre forfook her fhinii^ 
Eyes ; and all the little Lov^, that played 
and wantoned in her Cheeks, hong thdr 
dr#opin^ Heads, and with a faint trem- 
bling Voice ftif repeated her Hufband's 
Words: *Not fup with mc to Nigh^ 

* my Dear !'^ 
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« Indeed, my Dfcar,* anfWered he, f I 
^ cannot. I need not; tell you how uneaiV 
^ it makes me, or that I am as much dif- 

* appointed as yourfelf j but I am engag* 
^ ed to fup abroad. I have abfolutely givem 
^, my HonpMr^ and befides» it is on JBufinefs; 
*' of Importance.' 

* My Dear,' faid (he, * I fay no more, 

* lam convvKed you would not willingly 

* fiap fron^ me. I own it is a very parti- 
^ cuJar Difappointment to me to Nighty 

* when I had propofed unufual Pleature j 

* but the fame Reafon which is fufficienc 
f to you, ought to be fo to me/ 

Booth made Us Wife a Compliment on 
her ready Compliance, and then afked her, 
what (he intended by giving him that 
Money, or how (he cam« by it. n 

< I intend, my Dear,' iaid ihe, ^ C^ 

* giv£ it you -, that is alL As to the Man- 

* ner in which I came by it, you know, 

* Billy^ that is not very material You 

* arc well aflure4 I got it by no Means* 

* wJiich would difpleale you ; and perhaps: 
« another Time 1 may tell you^* 

Vol. IV. K .Bo6ib 
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BoatB afked no farther Que^ona; but 
he returned her, and in^ed on her taking 
all but one Guinea, faying Ihe was the 
firfeft Trcafurer. He then promifed her ta 
maice all the Hafte home in his Povrcr, 
and he hc^d, he faid, to be with her in an 
Hour and H^ at fartheft, and then todc 
his Leave. 

When he was gone^ the poor dilappcmit- 
ed Amelia fat down to Supper with her Chil- 
dren ; with whofe Company fhe was forced 
to confole herfelf for the Abfence of her 
Huiband. 



CHAP. IX. 

A very iragic Scene. 

TH E Clock had ftruck Eleven, and 
Amelia was juft proceeding to put 
her Children to Bed, when fhe heard a 
Knock at the Street Door. * Upon which 
the Boy cried out, ^There^s Papa, Mamma, 

• pray let me ftay and fee him before I 

• go to Bed.' This was a Favour very 
eafily qbtained ; for Amelia inftantly ran 
down Stairs^ exulting, in the Goodnefs of 
her Huiband for returning fo foon> though 

Half 
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Half an Hour was already dapfed be- 
yond the Time in which he piromifed to 
feturn. 

Poor Amelia was now again difappointed ; 
for it was not her Hufband at the Door, 
but a Servant with a Letter for him, which 
he delivered into her Hands. She imme- 
diately returned up Stairs, and faid — ^ It 

* was not your Papa, mv Dear-, but I 
^ hope it is one who hath brought us fomc 
*^ good News.* For Booth had told her, 
that he hourly expefted to receive fuch 
ifx>m the great Man, and had defired her 
to open any Letter which came to him in 
hisAbfence. 

Amelia therefore broke open the Letter, 
and read as follows. 

* S I R, 

* After what hath paft between us, I 

* nead only tell you that I know you fup- 
« ped this very Night alone with Mifs 

* Mathews: a Fadt which will upbraid 

* you fufficiently, without putting me -to 

* that Trouble^, and will very well account' 
** for my defiring the Favour of feeing you ' 

* To-morrow in Hide-Park at Six in th<? 
I Morning, You will forgive me remind- 

i - K % * ing 
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* iogfyou once more how inexcufable this 

* Behaviour, is in you who are poffefled in 

* your own Wife of the mod ineftimable 

* Jewel. 

. { * Tours^ &c. 

[u * T. James^ 

: VI Ihall bring Piftols with me/ 

It is not eafy to deicribe the Agitation of 
ylmeli^^s ,Mind when fhe read this Letter. 
She threw herfelf into her Chair, turned as 
pale as Deatht. began to tremble all over, 
and had juft. Power enough left to tap the* 
Bottle of Wine, which fhe had hitherto 
pref^rwd. entire for her Hulband, and to 
dri^ik o£f a krge Bumpen 

The little Boy perceived the ftrange 
Symptoms which appeared in his Mother ; 
and running to her, he cried, * What's the 

* Matter, my dear Mamma, you don't 

* look well ? — No Harm hath happened to 

* poor Papa, I hope — ^Sure that bad Man- 
^ hath not carried him away again/ 

Amelia anfwered, * No, Child, nothing- 

* — ^nothing at all.* -And then a large 

J^ower of Tears came to her Affiftance s' 
which prefently after produced tbe iame in 
the Eyes of both the Children. 

.: - Amelia, 
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Amelia:, after a (h'ort Silence,' lodking 
tenderly at her Children, cry'd out, ' S 

* is too muth, too much to bear. Why 
^ did I bring thefe little Wretches into 

* the World ! Why were thefe Innocent* 

* born to fuch a Fat« !' — She then threw 
her Arms round thenri both, (for they were 
before embracing her Knees) and cried. 

* O my Children ! my Children ! Forgive 
5 me, my Babes — Forgive me that 1 hav^ 

* brought ycu into fuch a World as this. 

* You are undone— my Children are un- 

* done.* - '• 

, The little Boy^nfwerad with great Spirit, 

* HoV tii^ia^ Mamma? My ^er and 

* I don't can I "11^11111^1 III! Jyjng undone 
*, — ^Don*t cry lb upon our Accounts — wc 
.* are both very well ; indeed we are— 

* But do pray tejl u?. I am fure fome 

* Accident hath happened to poor Papa.' 

* ftfcnuonhim no more,* cx\t% Amelia^ 
« vour Pap^ is~indced he is a wicked 

* Man— -he cares not for any of us— O 

* Heavens, is this the Happincfs I promif- 

* ed myfdf this Evening r— At which 
Words ihe^fell into an Agony, holding 
b©th her Childrco in her Arms. 

K3 The 
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Tfcc* Maid of the Houfe now entered 
the Room> with a Letter in her Hand» 
^hich &e had received from a Porter, 
whofe Arrival the Reader will not wonder 
to have been unheard by Amelia in her 
prefent Condition. 

The Maid, upon her Entrance into th* 
iRoom, perceiving the Situation of Amka^ 
cried outy ^ Good Heavens ! Madam^ 

* what's the Matter ?* Upon which Ameka^ 
who had a little recovered hcrfelf after the 
laft violent Vent of her Paffion,. ftarted up 
and cried — ' Nothing, Mrs. ^i{/!m— -nothing 
^ extraordinary. I am fubjed to thefc 

* Fits fometimcs •, but I am very well 
^ now. Cc^me, my dear Children^ I iun 

* very well again 5 indeed I am. Yoo 
; muft now go to Bed ; Mrs* Su/an wiH 

* be To good as to put you to Bed.' 

* But why doth hot Papa love us ?* 
cries xbt little Boy, * I am fure wc have 
« none of us done any Thing to difobli|^ 

* him.' 

This innocent Queftion of the Child fb 
ftung Jmelia^ that Ihe had the utmoft £Kf- 
ficulty to prevent a Relapfe However 
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ihe took another Dram of Wine \ for fo 
ic might be called to her, who was the 
moft temperate of Women, and never 
exceeded three Glafles on any Occafion. 
In this Glais (he drank her Chiidren^^s 
Health, and foon after fo well foothed, 
and compofed them, that they went qui- 
etly away with Mrs. Su/an. 

The Maid, in the Shock ihe had con- 
ceived at the melancholv, indeed frightful 
Scene, which had preiented itfelf to her 
at her firft coming into the Room, had 
quite forgot the Letter, which (he held in 
her Hand. However> juft at her Depar- 
ture, (he recollected it, and delivered it to 
jimeiia % who was ho fooner alone, than 
flie opened it, and read as follows. 

• My dear^ fwateft Lsve^ 
• I write this from the Bailiff's Houfe, 

* where I was formerly, and td which I 

* am again brought at the Suit of that 

* Villain, Trent. I have the Misfortune 
^ to think I owe this Accident (I mean 
^ that it happened to Night) to my own 

* Folly, in endeavouring to keep a Secret 

* from you— O my Dear, had I nad Refo- 

* lution to confefs my Crime to you, your 

* Forgivenefs would, I am convinced, 

K 4 * have 
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* have coft me only a few Blufhes^ and I 
« had now befen happy in your Arms. 
« Fool that I was to IfcaVc you on fuch 

* an Account, and to add to a former 
^•Tranfgreffion a new one. — ^Yet by Hca- 

* vens I mean not a Tranfgreflion of the 

* like kind; for of that I am not, nor 

* ever will be guilty ; and when you know 

* the true Reafon of my leaving you To- 

* night, I think you will pity, rather than 
upbraid n>e. I am fure you would, if 
pu knew the Corhpundfion with whkrh 

left you to go to the nK)ft wofthlefs^ 

* the moft infamous Do guefs the 

* tell- Guefe that Crime with which I 

'• cannot (lain my Paper — but ft ill believe 

> me no more guilty than I am — Or, if it 

* will kSkn your Vexation at whathatk 
^ befallen me, believe me as guilty as you 

* pleafe, and think me, for a while at leaft, 

* as undeserving of you, as I think my- 

* felf. This Paper and Pen ^re fo bad, I 

* queftion whether you can read what I 

* write. I almoft doubt-whether I wiftt you 

> Ihould: Yet this I will endeavour to 

* make as legible as I c«i Be comfort- 

* ed, my dear Love, and ftill^ keep up 

* your Spirits with the Hopes of better 
^ Days. The Dodor will be in Town To- 
^ morrow, and I truft on hid Goodnefe for 

* my 
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• my Delivery once more from this Place, 

* and that I (hall foon be able to repay 

* bim. That Heaven may blefs and pfc- 

• ferve you, is the Prayer of, 

* Mf dear eft Lave^ 
• Tour ever fond affeSiohate^ 
^ andbereafter^foitbfviHufiumd,. 
* W. Booth/ 

Amelia pretty well gaefled the obfcure 
Meaning of this Letter, which though ac 
another Time it might have given her un- 
fpeakable Torment, was at prefent rather 
of the medicinal Kind, ,and ferved to allay 
her Anguifli. Her Anger to Boot^ too 
began a little to abate, and was foftened 
by her Concern for bis Mififorcune. Un- 
on the whole, however, (he pad a mifc- 
rable and fleeplefs Night, her gende Mind 
torn and diftraAed with various and coa* 
tending Pa(rions, dil^reflfed with Doubts^ 
and wandrihg in a kind of Twilight, which 
prefented het- only Objed^ of different De- 
grees of Horrour, and where Wacjc Defpair 
clofed at a faiall Diftancc the gloomy* 
Profpeft. : . ; 
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BOOK XII. 

CHAP. I, 
ttbi Book begins wiib poliu Hifiory. 

BEFORE we return to the mifcrablfc 
Couple^ whom we left at ^e End 
of the laft Book, we will give out 
Reader the more chearful View of the gajr 
and happy Family of Colonel Jamts. 

Mrs. 7^)91^^ when (he could not, as we 
have feen, prevail with Amelia to accept 
that Invitationf which at the Defire of the 
Colonel fhe had fo kindly ai^ obediently 
carried her, returned to her Huiband, and 
acquainted him with the ill Succefs of her 
Embafiy \ at which, to fay the Truth, ihe 

was 
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was almoft as much difappoiB(;ed as the 
Colonel himfelf : for he had hoc takeh a 
much ftronger Liking to Amelia^ than (he 
herfelf had conceived for Booth. This will 
account for fome Paflages, which majr 
have a little furprrfed the Reader in the 
former Chapters of this Hiftory, as we were 
not then at Lcifure to communicate to 
them a Hint of this Kind : It was indeed 
on Mr. BootV% Account that fhe had been 
at the Trouble of changing her Drefs at 
the Mafquerade. 

But her Paffions of this Sort, happiljr 
for her, were not extremely ftrong i fhe 
was therefore eafily baulked, and as (he 
met with no Encouragement fcom Booths 
Cbe foon gave way to the Impetuoficy of 
Mifs Mathews \ and from that Time (carce 
thought more of the Affair, 'till her Huf** 
band's Defign againft the Wife revived herS 
likewife ; infomuch, that her Paffion was, 
at this Time, certainly ftrong enough for 
Booths to produce a- good htfarty fiatred 
for Amelia^ whom (he now abufed to the 
Colonel in very grofs Terms; both on the 
Account of her Poverty, and her Info- 
lence : for.fo (he .termed, the Refufal of all 
her Offers, 

K6 The 
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The Colonel feeing no Hopes of foon 
pofleffing his new Miftrefs, began^ like a 
prudenc and wife Many to turn hisThoughti 
towards the feeuring his old one. From 
what hfs Wife had mentioned* concerning 
the Behariour of the Shepherdefs, and par- 
ticularly her Ppeference of BMh^ he had 
little Doubt but that this was the identic- 
cal Mifs Jte?A&.tewr. He refcAVed therefore 
to watch her dofely, in hopes of difco* 
vering Booth's Intrigue with her. In thisi 
befides the Remainder of AfFeftion which 
he yet preferved for i^ac Lady, he had 
another Viewy as it would give him a fair 
Pretence to quarrel with Booth % whd, by 
carrying on d)is Intrigue,w6ukl«have broke 
his Word and Honour given to him. And 
he began now to hate poor Booth heartily, 
from the fame Reafon- from which Mni 
James bad contraOed her Averfion to ^ 
nuBa. 

The Colonel therefore employed as 
inferior kind of Pimp to watch the l4>dg^ 
ings of Mifs Mathews^ and to acquaint 
him if Eooth^ whofe Perfon was known v^ 
the Funp, made any Vifit there; 

-The 
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The Pimp faithfully performed his Of- 
fice, and haring laft Nignt made the wifti^ 
for Difcovery, immediately acqaamted his 
Mailer with it. 

Upon this News the Colonel prelentlv 
^ifpatched to Bootb the fhort Note whicn 
we have before feen. He fcnt it to his own 
Houfe inftead of Mifi Matbews\ with 
Hopes of that viry Accident which aftually 
did happen. Not that he had any Ingre- 
dient of the Bully in him, and defired to 
he prevented from fighting, bm with a 
Profpeft of injuring BaofB in the A^ 
feflion and Efteem of Ametia^ and of re- 
commending himfetf fomcwhat to her by 
appearing in the Light of her Champion ; 
for which Purpofc he added that Complf- 
ment to Amriia in his Letter. He con- 
ceded opon the whole/ that, if Bootb him- 
fclf opened the Letter, he would certainly 
meet him the next Morning; but if his 
Wife (hould open it before he came home, 
k m^ht have the Effedks before men- 
tioned ; and for his future Expoftuktion 
with Bootb^ it would not be in jlmclia*i 
Power to prevent it* 
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Now it h^peaed> thattlus^ Pimp had 
more Ma^Stcn than one* Amongft chcfe 
was the worthy Mr. ir^ for whom he 
h^ often don^ fiufinefs of the pimpfaig 
Vocation. He had been employed indeed 
in the Service o£ the great Peer himfelf* 
under the Dire&ion of the faid Trenl^ and 
was the very Perfon who had afllfted the 
faid Trent in doggtog Bcotb and his Wife 
to the Opera*Houte on Mafcpierade 
Night. 

This fubaltern Pimp was widi his Sur 
perior Trent Yefterday Morning, when be 
found a Bailiff with him in order to rer 
ceive his Inftruftions for the arrefting^fi^/i^i 
when the Bailiff faid it would be a very difr 
ficulc Matter to take him i for that to hi^ 
Knowledge he was as fhy a Cock as any i9 
Ef^land. The Sobaltern immediately acr 
quainted Trent with the Bufmefs in whicli 
he was employ'd by the Colonel. Upon 
which Trenl enjoined him the Moment he 
had fet him to give immediate Notice 
to the Bailiff^ which he agreed to» and 
performed accordingly. 

The Bailiff, on receiving tKe Notice, 
immediately fet out for m Stand at an 

.. Alehoufc 
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Alehdufe wiclmi thifc Doors of MUk Ma^ 
ibews^s Lodgings^ At which, unfoitu** 
luoely for poor A9»/l^; he arrived a very 
few Minutes before Btf$ib left Chat Lady 
in order to return to Amelia. 

The&werefererilMsttters^ of which we 
thought nectflary our Reader fhouki be 
informed \ for, befides that it conduces 

Seatly to a perfed Underftandbg of all 
iftory, there is no Exercife of tm Mind 
of a lenfible Reador n^ore pleafaat than 
the tracing the feveral fmall and almoffc 
imperceptible Links in t^ttxj Chain of 
Events by which all the great Aftions of 
the World arc produced. We will now in 
the next Chapter proceed with our Hiftory* 

CHAP. n. 

In wbicb Amelia vifits btr HujbanL 

AM EL lA^ after much anxious thinkv 
ing, in which flie fometimei flattered 
herfelf that her Hufoand was kfs guilty 
than file had at firft imagined him, and 
that he had Tome good Excufe to makfe 
for himfelf \ (for indeed (he was not jb 
able as willing to make one for him,) at 
length reiblved to fct out for the Bar- 

Jiff^ 
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liflTs Caftle. Having therefore ftri£tly 
recommended the Care of her Children to 
her good Landlady, flie fent for a Hade- 
ney Coach, and ordered the Coachman t€ 
drive to Grirf%'Inn-Lam. 

When flie came to th&Houfe, and aflc'd 
for the Captain, the Bailiff's Wife, who 
came to the Door, guefling by the Great* 
nefs of her Beauty, and the Diforder of 
her Drels, that ihe was a yoang Laiiy 
of Pleafure, anfwered furlily, * Captain f 

• I do not know of any Captain that is 

• here, not!/ For this good Woman was, 
as well as Dame Purganie in Priory 3 bitter 
Enemy to all Whores ; efpeciaUy to thoTe 
of diehandfome Kind ; for fome fuch flie 
fufpe&ed to go Shares with her in ii certain 
Property to which the Law gave her th£ 
fole Right. 

jfmelta xt^VitA^ (he was certain that Cap* 
tain Booth ^^ there. * Well, tf he » fo,* 
cries the BatKflf's Wife, •you may come 

• into the Kitchin if you wil l a nd he 

• fliall be called down to you if you hare 
^ any Bufinefs with him/ At the feme 
Time fhe mutter'd fomctbing to hedelf, and 
concluded a little more intelligibly, tho* 
ftill in a muttcfing Voice, that flic kept no 
fucb^Bpui^ Amlia^ 
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Amelia^ whofe Innocence gave her no 
Sufpicion of the true Caufc of this good 
"Woman's Sallenncfs, was frightened, and 
began to fear ftie knew not what. At laft 
file made a ihift to totter into the Kitchin, 
when the Miftrefs of the Houfe afked her, 
V Well, Madam, who (hall I tell the Cap- 

* tain wants to fpeak with him V 

* I aflc your Pardon, Madam,* cries 
jimelia^ * in my Confufion I really forgot 

* you did not know me- tell him> if 

* you pleafe, that I am his Wife/ 

* And are you indeed his Wife, Ma-^ 

* dam/ cries Mrs. BailiflF, a little foftened? 

^* Yes, indeed, and upon my Honour,* 
zvA'NQXs Amelia. f 

* If this be the Cafe,* cries the-other," 

* you may walk up Stairs if you pleafe. 
^ Heaven forbid I ihould part Man and 

* Wife. Indeed I think they can never 

* be too much together. But I never will 
^ fuffcr any bad Doings in my Houfe, nor 

* any of the Towaliddies to come to Gen* 
J tlemenhere;* 

4m^ 
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Amlia anfwered^ That*(he liked her the 
better ; for indeed, in her prtfent Difpofv 
tion, Amelia'm^ as muchexafperatedagainft 
wicked Women as the virtuous Midreis 
of the Houfe, or any other virtuous Wo- 
man could be. 

The Bailiflf's Wife then ufliered Amlm 
up Stairs, and having unk)cked the Pri* 
Ibners'Door, cried ^ Captain, here is your 
• Lady, Sir, come to fee you.* At which 
Words Booth ftarted up from his ChaiF, 
and caught AmeHa in his Arms, embracing 
her for a confid^able Time with fo much 
RaptuiT, that the Bailiff's Wife» who was 
an Eye-witnc6 of this violent Fondnefi, 
begah to fufpeft whether Amelia had really 
told her Truth. Howevtr Ihe had fame 
little Awe of the Captain,, and for fear of 
bemg in the wrong did not interfere, but 
Ihnt^e Door and^tcnrned*ther Key% 

When Booth found hknfelf ^one with 
his Wife, and had vmted the firft Violenoe 
of his Rapture in Ki0es and Eno^races, he 
looked tenderly at her^ and cried, ^ Is it 
/ poffible, jlmdia^ is it poflibl^ you can 
« have this Ooodnefs to follow fuch « 
I Wretch as me to fuch a Place as this- — 
; . • •or 
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^ or do you come to upbraid me itUh mf 
^ Guilty and to fink me down to thae Per^ 

* dition I fo juftly deferve ? 

' Am I to giren to uid)raiding then/ 
fays flic, in a gentle Voice, * have I ever 
^ given you Ocoifion to think I would fiiik 

* you to Po-dition ? 

* Far be it from me, my Love, to thinlt 

* fo,* anlWered he. * And yet you may 

* forgive the utmoft Fears of an ofeod- 
^ tng« penitent Sinner. I knbw indeed 

* the Extent of your Goddnefd^ and yet I 

* know my Guilt fo grciit-— • 

« Alas! Mr. Booth,' faid fhe^ « What 
f Guilt is this which you mention, and 

* which .you writ to me of laft Night— ^ 

* Sure by your mentioning to me fo much, 

* ]N>u tntiond' lb tell \ant mdre; day indeed 
^ to tell me all.*^ And not leave my MiilU 

* open to Sufpicions perh^s ten tixhes worfe 
•» than die Truth. 

< Will yo^ g^ve me a patient hcaHag V 
fiud he. 

* I wiU-iBdeed,' anfwerecl fhe, * nay I 
-^ am prepared to hear the wocft you can 

« unfolds 
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* unfold ; nay perhaps the worft is (hoit 

* of my Apprehcnfions. 

Booib then, after jsl litde further Apo- 
logy^ began and related to her the whole 
that had pafs'd between him and Mifs Ma^ 
ihews^ from their firft Meeting in the Prifon 
to their Separation the preceding Evening. 
All which, as the Reader knows it already, 
it would be tedious and unpardonable to 
tranfcribe from his Mouth. He told her 
likewife all that he had done and fuffered, 
to conceal his Tranfgreffion from her 
Knowledge. This -he affured her was the 
Bufinefs of his Vifit kft Night, the Confe- 
quence of which was, he declared in th€ 
moft folemn Manner, no other than an ab- 
iblute Quarrel with Mifs Mathewsr of 
whom he had taken a final Leave. 

When he had ended his Narration, Am-' 
lia^ after a Ihort Silence, wfwered, 

* Indeed, I firmly bdieve every Word 

* you have faid— but I cannot now for- 

* give you the Fault you have confeffcd— 

* and niy Reafon ts-r-beeaofe I have for- 

* given it long ago. Here, my Dear,* (aid 
ihe, ^ is an Inftance that I am likewife ca- 

* pabie of keeping a Storet'*— — She then 
.delivered her Hufband » Letter wfaicfa Oie 

had 
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had feme Time ago received from Mifs Ma* 
tbtaos^ and which wasthefamewhichthatLa* 
dy had mentioned, and fuppofed, Tn^BootbYad 
never heard of it, that it had mifcarried \ 
for fhe fent it by the Penny-Poft. In this 
Letter, which was fign'd by a feigned 
Name, (he had acquainted Amelia with 
the Infidelity of her Hufband, and had 
befides very greatly abufed him ; taxing 
him with many Falfhoods ; and, among 
the reft, with having fpoken very flight- 
ingly and difrefpeAfuUy of his Wife. 

Am^Ua never fhin*d forth to Booth in fo 
amiable and great a Light; nor did his 
own Unwortlunefs ever appear to him fo 
mean and contemptible, as at this Inftant. 
However when he had read the Letter, 
he uttered many' violent Proteftations to 
her« that all which related to herfelf was 
abfolmely falfe. 

* I am convinced it is,* faid (he. • I 

* would not have a Sufpidon of the con- 

* trary for the World. I aflTure you I had, 

* *till laft Night revived it in my Memo* 

* ry, almoft forgot the Letter *, for as I 

* wcU knew from whom ic rrame, by her 

* mentioning Obligations which (he had 
Vconferreisl «n you, and which you had 

* n%)r« 
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«' more than onec fpckcn to me of : I 
^ made large Allowances for the Situation 
^ you was then in $ and I was the mcnre 
^ fidisikd, as the Letter itfdf» as well as 
^ many other Circumftances, convinced me 
^ the Affair was at an find/ < 

Bcotb now utter'd the moft extravagant 
l&xpreffions of Admiration and Fondnefs 
that his Heart could di^aite, and ac- 
companied them with the warmeft Em- 
braces. All which WarQFith and Ten* 
dernefs fhe returned ; and Tears of Love 
and Joy gufh'd from both their Eyes. So 
ravifti'd indeed were their Hearts, that 
for fome Time they both forgot the dread** 
ful Situation of their Afiiairs* 

This however was but a ihort Reverie. 
It (bon recurrM to Amelia that tho* Ihe 
had the Liberty . of leaving that Houie 
when (he pleafed, Ihe could not take her 
beloved Hufband with her. This Thought 
flung her tender Bofom to the Quick, and 
fhc could not fo far command herfelf, as 
to refrain from n>any forrowful Exclama- 
tions againft the Hardlhip of their Deftiny % 
but when ihe fajvr the £ffe£k they had upon 
Booths ihe ftifled her riftng Grief, forced 
a little Cheerfubiels into h^ Countenance, 

and 
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and exerting all the Spirits (he could raife 
within herfclf, cxpfeffed her Hopes of 
feeing a fpeedy End to theff Sufifcrings. 
She then aik'd hjtr Hufband Mfhat me 
fliould do for him, and to whom Ihe ihould 
apply for his Deliverance. 

• You know, my Dear, cries Booib^ that 

* the Dodtor is to be in Town fome Time 

* to Day. My Hopes of immediate Re- 
^ demotion are only in him ; and if that 

* can be obtsun'd, I make no Doubt but 
' of theSuccefs of that Afiair which is in the 

* Hands of a Gentleman whp hath faithfully 

* promifed to fcrve me, and in whofe Power 
^ I am fo well alTured it is to fucceed. 

Thus did this poor Man fupport his 
Hopes by aDependance on that Ticket 
which he had fo dearly purchafed of one 
who pretended to manage the Wheels in 
the Great State lottery of Preferment. 
A Lottery indeed which hath this to re- 
commend it, that many poor Wretches 
feed their Ima^ations with the ProfpeA 
of a Prize during their whole Lives, and 
never difcover they have drawn a Blank. 

Amelia^ who was of a pretty fanguine 

Temper, and was entirely ignorant of 

3 thefc 
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thefe Matters, was fufl as cafy to be de- 
ceived into Hopes as her Hufband ; but 
in ReaGty at pielent Ihe tumVl her Ejes 
to no diilant Pix)lpeft i the Defire of re- 
gaining her Hufband's Liberty having en- 
grofled her whole Mind. 

While they were difcourfing on thefe 
Matters, they heard a violent Noife in the 
Hou£b, and immediately after feveial 
FerXons pa0ed by their Door up Stairs to 
the Apartment over their H^. This 
greatly terrified the gentle Spirit of Amelia^ 

and me ^ed * Goo(| Heavens, my 

^ Dear, mull I leave you in this horrid 

* Place ? I am terrified with a thousand 

• Fears concerning you.* 

Booih endeavoured to comfort her, iky- 
ing, that he was in no Manner of Danger, 
and that he doubted not hut that the Doc- . 
tor would foon be with him. — * And ftay, 

* my Dear,* cries he, * now I recoUeft, 

• fuppofe you Ihould apply to my old 

• Friend James ^ for I believe you are 
^ pretty well fetisfied, that your Appre-* 

• nenfions of him were groundlcfs. I nave 

* no Reafdn to think but that he would be 

* as ready to fcrve. mc as formerly.' 

* Jbnelia 
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/Amelia turned pale as Afhes at 'the 
Name of J^meSj and inftead of making a 
direft Anfwer to her Hufband, (he laid 
hold of him* and cried, * My Dear, I 
^ have one Favour to beg of you, and I 

* infift on your granting it me. 

Scab readily fwore he would deny her 
nothing. . , « 

It is only this, my Dear, faid flie, that 
if that detefted Colonel Comes, you Vill 
not fee him* Let the People of the Houfe 
tell him you are not here. 

He knows nothing of my being here, 
anfwcrM Boolb ; • but why Ihould I refufc 
^ to fee him, if he fhould be kind enough 

* to come hither to me? Iiideed, my 
' AfmUaj you have taken a Diflike to that 

* Man without fufficient Hcafon. 

^ I fpeak not upon that Account, cries 

* Amelia ; but 1 have had" Dreams laft 

* Night about you two. Perhaps you 

* will laugh at my Folly •, but pray in-' 

* dulgc it Nay I infift on your Promifc 
^ of not denying me. 

Vol. IV. L •Dreams! 
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^Dretm^I my dear Creatmie, ai^wcPd 
.^ ha. Wihat Drcfttn cap y^ou have bad 
? of w? 

^ Qnc lo^liorrfbfc to fee isentioo^d^ a^ 
« plyM fhc . » — I'l canmxt thiiik .of it 

* without Horror, and unlefe you will 
*^ pppf^ife 0)e not: tt> &c tlu: Colooel 'till 
^ I return, I pofitively will nevorleave 

* you. 

^ Indccdf my il«^4i» faid Boetb^ I ne- 
< y^r knew vou unreafon^e bcfsm. 

* How can a Woman of yow Sonib taiir 

* of Dreams ? 

* SyflSer me to fee oncp at Jeaft unrea- 

* ionable, &id ^metia i a$ you are ft> good* 
^ ;natur*d to fay I am not often £0. Om- 

* fidcr, what J have latdy fuffcr'd, and 
^ how we^ loy Spirits iQuft be .tt this 

* Time* 

As Bp0ib was going to fpeak, the Biyliff 
without any CereofK)n)r entcr'd the Roomt 
and cried, • Np Offence, I hope. Madam, 
^ my Wife, it XconWf did not know yew. 
^ She thought the C^min had a Mind 
« for a Bit of Flclh by the Bye. But 

I have 
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^ I have quieted all Matters : for I 
« know yott very .well ; I have feen that 

* handfome Face many a Time, when I 
^ have been waking upon the Captain for- 

* merly. No Offence, 1 hope. Madam ; 

* but Hf my Wife w^ as handfome as you 
^ are— I fhould not look for worfe Goods 
< abroad. 

Booth conceived ftrnie Difpieafure at this 
Speech ^ but he did not think proper to 
cxprefs mpre than a Pi(h.~— And then 
aik'd the Bailiff what was the Meaning of 
the Noife they heard juft now. 

« I know of no Noife, anfwer'd the 

* Bailiff. Spme of my Men have been 
« carrying a Piece of bad Luggage up 
« Stairs ; a poor Rafcal that refifted the 

* Law and Juftice ; fo I gave him a Cue 
•* or two with a Hanget. If they (hould 

* prove mortal, he muft thank himfelf 

* for it. If a Man will not behave like a 
^ Gentleman to an Officer, he muft take 
.* the Confequence ; but I muft fay that 
' for you. Captain, you behave yourfelf 
^ like a Gentleman ; and therefore I fhall 
^ always ufe you as fuch *, and I hope you 
^ will find Bail foQn with all my Heart. 

^ This is but a paultry Sum to \vhat the 
L 2 * laft 
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* laft was ; and I do aflure you, there is 
^ nothing elfe againft you in the Office.* 

\ The latter Part of the Bailiff's Speech 
fomewhat comforted ^etia^ who had been a 
little frightned by the former ; and ihe 
foon after took Leave of her Hufbaod* 
to go in Queft of the Do&or, who, as 
Amelia had heard that Morning, was ex- 
pected in Town that very Dav, which 
was fomewhat fooner than he had intended 
at his Departure. 

Before flic went, however, flie left a 
ftrift Charge with the Bailiffi who uJQier'd 
htx vtry civiily down Suii^ that if oifc Co- 
lonel James came there to enquire for her 
Huiband, he fliould deny that he was 
there. 

She then departed ; and the Bailiff im« 
mediately gave a very ftrifl: Charge to his 
,Wife, his Maidt^nd his Followers, that 
if one Colonel james^ or any one from 
him, flxould enquire after the Captab, 
that they fliould let him know he had 
the Captwi above Stairs : for he doubted 
not but that the Colonel was oneof BooiV% 
Creditors ; and he hoped for a fecond Bail 
Bond by his Means. 

2 CHAP. 
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CHAP, iii: 

€ontaining Matter per iinent to the Hijtlty^ 

A ME LI A in her Way to. the Doftor's 
•^ determined juft to ftop at her own 
Lodgings which lay a little out of the 
Road, and to pay a momentary Vifit to 
her Children. 

This was fortunate enough 5 for had (he 
caird at the Doftor's Houfe, fhe would 
have heard nothing of him, which wojid 
havecaufed in her fome Alarm and Dif: 
appointment; for theDoftof^ was fet down 
at Mrs. JtkinfojCsy where he was diredled 
to Jmelia*s Lodgings, to which he went 
before he called at his own ; and bcri 
/inelia now, found him playing with her 
two Children. 

The Doftor had been a little furprized 
at not finding Amelia at home, or any 
one that could give any Account of her. 
He was now more furprized to fee her 
come in in fuch a Drefs, and at the Diior- 
dcr which he very plainly perceived in her 
pale and melancholy Countenance. He 
iddreiied her firft (for indoed fhe was in 
L3 no 
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no great Hafte to fpeak) and cry'd, * My 

• dear Child, what is the Matter ? where 

• is your Hulband ? Some Mifchief I am 

• afraid hath happened to him in my Ab- 

• fence. 

* O, my dear Do6kor, anfwerM AmeUd^ 
■^ fure feme good Angel hath {^vx yoH 

• hither. My poor /i^/// is arretted again. 

• I left him in the moft raifer^Ie Con- 

• dition in the very Houfe whence your 

• Goodnefs formerly redeemed him. 



t 



* Arretted ! cries the Doftor. Then 
it mutt be for fome very inconliderabk 

• Trifle. 

^ I wifh it was, laid Amelia \ but it is 
^ for no lefs than 50 /• 

* Then, cries the Doftor, he hath been 

• dilingenuous with me. He told tne 
^ be did not owe ten Pounds in the World 
^ ^r which he was liable to be fued. 

* I know not what to fay> cries AmtiJk 
^ Indeed I am afraid to tell you the 

• Trudi. 
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« How, Child,* faid the Tk>€iot * X 

* hope you will never difguife it to any 
^ one, cfpecially to me. Any Prevarica- 

• tion, i promife you, will forfeit my 
*-.Frieodfhip for ever/ 

* I will tell you the whole,' cries ^me- 
Hay * and rely entirely on your Goodnefs/ 
She then related the gaming Story, not 
forgetting to fct in the iulleft Light, and 
to lay the ftrongeii Enyphafis on bis Pro- 
mife never to play again. 

The Doftor fetched a deep Sigh when 
lit had heard Jmeha*i RdaCion-, and cried, 
] ani forry. Child, for th^ Share yoii 
ire to partake in your Huflband'^ Suf- 
ferings i but as for hhhy I /^ly think he 
defefves no Compaffioru Yotx hj h^ 
hach prbmiied never ^ play again \ bu£ 
I muft teil you he hath broke his Pro- 
^mife to me already: for I had heard he 
was formerly addidled to this Vice, md 
had given him fufficieiit Caution againflf 
ir. You Will tonikkr, Ghild< I am al- 
ready pretty brgdy Engaged for him,' 
every Farthing of Virhkh I am fenfible' 
I muft pay. You ktiow I would go 
♦ to the utmofl Verge of Prudence to 
L 4 * fcrvc 
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* ferve you ; but I muft not exceed my 
*' Ability, which is not ^^ery great ; and I 
^ have feveral Families on my Hands,^ 

* who are by Misfortune alone brought to 

* Want. I do aflure you I cannot at pre^ 

* fent anfwer for fuch a Sum as this, with« 
^ out diftrefling my ownCircumftances.' 

* Then Heaven have Mercy upon us 

* all,' cries Amelias * for we have no other 

* Friend on Earth My Huiband is un- 

^ done ; apd thefe poor littleWretches muft 

* be ftarved.* • - 

The Do&or caft his Eyes on the Chil* 
dren, and then cried — ^ I hope not fo. 
^ Ltold you I muft diftrefs my Grcum* 
^ ftances, and I will diftrefs them this 

* once on your Account, and on the Ac« 
^ count of thefe poor little Babes— *But 

* Things muft not go on any longer in 

* this Way— You muft take an heroic 

* Refolution. I will hire a Coach for you 

* To-morrow Morning, which (hall carry 
^ you all down to my Parfonage-Houfe: 

* There you (hall have my PrOtcdtion, •rill 

* fomething can be done for your Hul^ 
^ band ^ ot which, to be plain with you» 
« I at prefent fee iio Likelihood/ 

Amelia 
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Amelia fell upon her Knees in an Ec- 
ftafy of Thankfgiving to the Doftor, who 
immediately railed her up and placed her 
in her Chair. She then recollected herfelf 
and (aid—* O my worthy Friend, I have 

• ftill another Matter to mention to you, 

• in which I muft have both your Advice 
« and Affiftance. My Soul blulhes to give 

• you all this Trouble ; but what other 

• Friend have I indeed what other 

• Friend could , I apply to fg properly on 

• fuch an Occafion ?* 

The Doftor, with a verv kind Voice 
and Countenance, defired ner to fpcak. 
She then faid — * O Sir, that wicked Co- 

• lonel, whom I have mentioned to you 

• formerly, hath picked fome Quarrel with 

• my Hulband, (for fhe did not think pro- 
per to mention the Caufe) * and hath Pent 

• him a Challenge. It came Co my Hand 

• laft Night after he was arretted ; 1 open - 

• cd and read it.' 

« Give it me. Child/ . faid the Doe 
tor. 

She anfwered (he had -burnt it \ as was 

indeed true. * But I remember it was an 

L 5 * Ap- 
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^ Appointment to meet at Sword and 

* Piftol this Morning at fl/if.Ptfril/ 

« Mak« yourfelf cafy, my dear Child,^ 
cries the Dodor, * I will take Care to pre- 

* vent any Mifchief/ 

* But confider, my dear Sir/ faid (he* 

* this is a tender Matter. My Hufband'a 
< Honour is to be preferred as weU as his 

* Life/ 

* And fo is his Soul, which ought to be 

* the dearcft of all Things,* cries the 
DoiSlor. * Honour! Nonfenfe. Can Ho- 

* nour diftate to him to dlfobey the ex- 
' prefs Commands oiP his Maker, in Com- 
^ pliance with a Cuilom eftabliflied by a 

* Set of Blockheads, founded on talfe 

* Principles of Virtue, in dire6t Oppofiti- 

* on to the plain and pofitive Precepts of 

* Religion, and tending manifeftly to give 

* a Sanftion to Ruffians, and to proteft 
^ them in all the Ways of Impudence and 

* ViHany ?' 

* All this, I believe, is very true,* cries 
Jmelia ; • but yet you know, Doctor, the 

* Opinion of the World.* 

f You 
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^ You talk fimply, Child/ cries the 
Dodor. * What is the Opinion of the 

* World oppofcd to Religion and Virtue? 

* But you arc in the wrong. It is not the 

* Opinion of the World •, it is the Opkiv- 
^ on of the Idle, Ignorant, and Profligate. 

* It is impoflible it Ihould be the (pinion 

* of one Man of Senfe, who is in Earneft 

* in his Belief of our Religion. Chiefly 

* indeed it hath been upheld by the Non- 

* (enfc of Women ; who either from then: 

* extreme Cowardice, and Defire of Pro- 

* tedion, or, as Mr. Btt/k thinks, from 

* their excelfire Vanity, have been always 

* forward to countenance a Set of Hedtors 

* and Braroes, and to defpife all Men of 

* Modefty and Sobriety ; tho* thcfe arc 

* often, at the Bottom, jiotonly the better 

* but the braver,Men/ 

* You know, Doftor/ cries Amelia^ *1^ 
,* have never prefumed to argue with you •> 

. * your Opinion is to me always Inftru^ti*' 

* on, and your Word a Law.* 

• Indeed, Child,* cries the Doft^r, * I 

* know you are a good Woman ; and yet 

* I muft obferve to you, that this very 

* Dciire of feeding the Faflion of female 

L 6 * Va- 
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* Vanity with the Hcroifm of her Man, 

* old Homer feems to make the Chara&e* 

* riitic of a bad and loofe Wbman. He 
^ introduces Hekn upbraiding her Gallant 
^ with having quitted the Fight, and left 

* the Viftory to MenelauSj and feeming t6 

* be forry that ihe had leJt her Hufband, 

* only bccaufe he was the better Duellift 

* of the two ; but in how different a Light 

* doth he rcprefent the tender and chaitt 

* Love o^A*:dromaCbe to her worthy HeScrl 

* She difiuades him from expofing himfeff 

* to Danger, even in a juft Caufc. Th?s 
^ is indeed a Weaknefs i but it is an ami- 

* able one, and becoming the true femi- 

* nine Charafter •, but a Woman, who oUt 

* of heroic Vanity (for fo it is) would ha- 
•* zard not only the Life, but the Soul too 

« oi her Hufband in a Duel, is a Monfter, 
« and ought to be painted in no other Cha- 

* rafter but that of a Fury/ 

* 1 affure you, Doftor,' cries Amelia^ 

* I never faw this Matter in the odious 

* Light, in which you have truly reprft- 

* fented it, before. I am afliamed to re- 

* coiledt what I have formerly faid on this 
« Subjcd. And yet wbilft the Opinion 

* of the World is as it is, one would wifli 
« to comply as • far as poflible — cfpecialiy 

* as 
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^ as my.Hufband is an Officer of the 
^ Army. If it can be done therefore with 
^ Safety to his Honour-— 

« Agun Honour P cries the Doftorj 
^ inde^ I will not fuflfer that noble Word 

* to be fo bafely and barbaroufly prdfti« 

* tu»fd. I h^ve known '^fome of thefe 
5 Men of Honour, as^they call then^fel ves, to 
' be tJ^CQVoft arrant Rdcals in die Univerfe/ 



* Well, laffcyour Pardon, feid (be,~Re- 
putation thenr if you- plcafc— -or any 
other Word you like better — you know 
niy Meaning very wellk* 



. * I do know your Meaning/ (fries the 
Doftor, * and yirgil knew it a great White 

* ago. The next Time you fee your Friend 

* Mrs. Atkinfon^ a(k her what it was made 

* Dido fall in Love with Mneau^ 

* Nay, dear Sir,* faid Amdia^ « do not 

* rally me To Unmercifully ; think where 
^ my poor Hufband is now/ 

* He is,* anfwcred the Doftor, * where 

• I will prefently be with him. In the 

• mean Time, do you pack up every Thing 

• in order for your: Journey To morrow, 

* for 
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f for# If you are wife, yott Will ooc truft 
^ your Huiband a Day lon^r in thift 
r * Town therefore to packing*««-^ - 

Am^a ^omiicd flie woUld-^^^thotteh 
Indeed ibe wanted not any Warning fyt 
her Journey 06 thii Account ; for when 
(he packed up herfclf in the Coach, flie 
packed up her AU. However fhe did not 
think proper to mention this to the Doc«» 
tor; for as lie was now in pretty good 
Jluoiour, Ihe did not care to' TCbture again 
difcompofing his Temper. 

The Dodor then fet out for Grafs InH 
Lane ; and, as foon as he was gone, Amelia 
began to confider of her IiKiapacity td 
take a Journey in her prefent Situation, 
without even a dean Shift. At lad ilie re- 
iblved, as flie was poflefled of feven Gui^ 
neas and a Half, to go to her Friend and 
redeem fome of her own and her Hufband's 
Lineft out oi Captivity; indeed juft fo 
much, as would render it barely poflibk 
for them to go out of Town with any kind 
of Decency.' AnS this Refolution Ihe im- 
ihodiattly executed. 

As foon as Ihe had finilhed her Bufinefs 
with the Pawnbroker^ (if a Man who lends 

under 
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undtr thkty per GeM. d^ftrv«s diat Name) 
he faid to l^ri < Pray, Madam, did you 

* know tKat Man who was here Yefterdav, 
^ wlaen ?ou brought che PiAvre V Amelia 
anfwered in the Kegpitive. ^ Iiideed« Ma^ 
^ daoi/ faid the Broker^ ^ he knows you^ 

* though he did Mot recoUe& you while 
^ you was here, as your Hood was drawn 
^ over your Face \ but the Momeht you 
< was gonir, he bcggsd to look at the 
^ PiAure, which I thinking no Harm 

* permitted^ Ha had fearce looked upon 

* it, when he cried out-^By Heaven and 

* Earth it is Jier Pifture. He then aflccd 

* oie iff I knew you-^Indeed, fays I, I 
^ Acver iaw the Lady befort;/ 

In this laft Particular, however, the 
Pawnbroker a little favoured of his Pro- 
feflion, and made a fmaU E)eviacion from 
theTruth) for when the Man had aOced him 
it he knew the Lady, he anfwered (he was 
feme poor undone Woman, who had 
pawned all her Cloaths to him the Day 
before; and I fuppofe, fays he» this Pifture 
is the laft of her Goods and Chattels. 
This Hint we thoucht proper to give tht 
Keader, as it may chance tp be material. 

jfyuUa anfwered coldly, that Ibe had 

taken 
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taken fo very little Notice of the Man, 
chat (he fcarce remembered he was there. 

* laflureyouy Madam/ fay* the Pawn- 
broker, ' he hath taken very great Notice 

* ot you ; fw? the Man changed Counte- 

* nance upon what I faid» and prefently 

* after begged me to give him a Dram. 

* Oho! thinks I to myielf, are you there- 

* abcmts? I would not be fo much in 

* Love with ibme FoUa, as fomc People 
^ are, for more Intereft th«i I fhall ever 

* make of a thoufand Pound/ 

jlmeUa bluflied, and Aid with fbme 
Peevifhnefs that (he knew nothing of the 
Man ; but fuppofed he was fome imperti- 
nent Fellow or other. 

* Nay, Madam,' anfwered the Pawn- 
broker, ' I aflure you he is not worthy 

* your regard. He is a poor Wretch, and 

* I believe I am poffeifed of moft of his 

* Moveables. However I hope you are not 
^ offended ; for indeed he faid no Harm ; 

* but he was very ftrangely difordered, 

* that is the Truth of it.* 

jfmelia was very defirous .of putting an 
End to this Converfadon^ and altog^er 

as 
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as eager to return to her Children; (he 
therefore bundled up her Things as faft as 
Ike could, and calling for a Hackncy- 
Coach direfted the Coachman to her 
Lodgingsi and bid him drive her Home 
with all.theHafte he could. 

CHAP. IV. 
In xvbicb Dr. Harrifon vififs Colonel James. 

THE Do&or, yfhcn he kfi AfneKa^ 
intended to go direftly to Boofb j 
but he preiently changed his Mind, and 
determined firft to call on the CokneU as 
he thought it was proper to put an End to 
that Matters before he gave BMblM li- 
berty. 

The Dodor found the two Colonels^ 
Jopges and Baiby tojg^ther. They both re- 
ceived him very civilly 5 for Jdmes was I1 
very well bred Man; and Ba^b always 
ihewed a paf ticular Refpcft to the Clci^y, 
he being indeed a pcrfcft good Chriftiarf, 
except in the Articles of Fighting and 
Swearing. 

Our Divine fat fome time without men- 
tioning the Subjedt of his Errand^ in Hopes 

that 
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that B0fh would go- awaf ; hmt wheo he 
lotind no LikeKhMd of tbat» (for kkdccd 
JSif/i' was of the two filudi the in6ft pkafed 
with his GomfHuiy) he told Jamis that h« 
had fometbing to taty to him rehidng t6 
Mr. iS£7^/i&, which he belkved he might 
fpeak before his Brother. 

* Undoudtedly, Sir/ foid James i * for 

* there can be no Secrdts between lid which 

* my Brother may not hear.* 

* I Gomc theft to YOU< Sir/ 6id the 
Peftor^ ' from the mdft ^tnh^fj WomaA 
« in the World, to ivhofe Afii^dns jou 
> have very greatly aM vefy.:cn(eUy add- 

* Cd^ by feeding a ^CbtltORgem bt' Huf^ 

* band, which bath very luckily fallet» tnt* 

* her Hands ; for bad the Man, for whom 
^' you dftHgned -it; iteeiVfcd it» I im iSt^id 
.« you tirould.not halve foen sit upon ihii 

* Occafiork.* 

. ' If I writ fttch d Letter to Mr4 Bmh 
^ Sir/ faid ymnefr ^ you majr be affoitd I 
f did not elc()e£i: this Yi£t Jnakifwer to it. 

* I do not think you did/ cries the 
Oo£i:or ; * but yott hive great ReafdA to 
f thaok HwftA kr ofderiog this Mictar 

< oo»- 
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^ contrary to your £xpefiAdons« I know 

* not what Trifle may have drawn this 
« Challenge from you; but irfioer what I 

* have^fomc Reafon to know of you, &, 

* I rauft plainly tell you, that if you had 
^ added td your Guile ahready committed 
< a^ainft this Man that of having his 

* BYood upon your Hands, your Soul 
^ would have become as black as Hell 

* itfelf. 

* Givft me leave to fay/ cries the Cdo» 
nel, ' this is a Language which 1 am not 
^ ufed to hear; and if your Cloth was noc 
^ ^our t^rdte^on, you ihould not give 

* It mt with Impunity. Alter what yoo 

* know of me. Sir! What do you ^efufiae 
I to know of me to my Diiadvamagp? 

* 

^ You fay my Cloth is my ProCe^OD,CoIo* 

f nel, anfweroitlieDodor, t hcref t c pfmy lay 

^ afideyourAnger;tdoiiOtcome with any 

t Defignoi^affroniingorotfendingyaa.-* 

* Vety well,* criei Ssib^ « that lbc€h^ 
^ ration is fu£cient from a Clergynwii 
t let hini fay what he pleafes. 

* Indeed, Sir,* fays the Do^tor^ vtry 
snUdly> ^ t confult equally the Go6d of 

* yoa 
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* you both, and) in a fpiritual Senie» morq 

• efpccially yours •, for you know you have 

* injured this poorMan. : 

* So far on the contrary, cries James ^ that 

* I have been his greateft Bencfador ; I fcorn 
^ to upbraid him ; but you force me to it 
^ Nor have I ever done him the Icaft 

* Injury. 

* Ptrliaps not,' faid the Doftor 5 « I will 
^ alter what I have faid.— —But for this 

♦ I apply to your Honour— —Have you 

• not intended him an Injury, the very 
^ Intention of which cancels every OUi* 

• gation? 



« 



« How, Sir,' anfwered the Colonel— 
What do you mean ? 

* My Meaning,* replied the Doftor, *% 

« almoft too tender to mention- Come, 

^ Colonel, examine your own Heart ; and 
^ then anfwer me on your (loRour, if yoq 
^ have not intended to do him the higheft 
f Wrong which one Man can do another. 

"• I do not know what you mean by the 
f Qucftion,* anfwered the ColoncL 

* D n 
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• D— — n mc, the Queftton is very 

* tranfparenc/ cries Bath. * From any 
< other Man it would be an Afiront witn 
^ the ilrongeft £mphafis» but from one 

* of the Dodor's Cloth it demands a cate* 
^ gorical Anfwer. 

* I am not a Papift, Sir,' anfwered Co- 
lonel James^ < nor am I obliged to confels 
^ to my Prieft. But if you have any thing 

* to fay, fpeak openly — ^for I do not under- 
^^ ftand your Meaning. 

< I have explained my Meaning to you 
^ already ,' faid the DoAor, ^ in a Letter I 

* wrote to you on the SubjeA— a Subjeft 
^ which I am forry I fliould have any 

* Occafion to write upon to a Chriftian. 



^ I do remember now,' crimes the Colonel, 

* that I received a very impertinent Letter 

* ibmething like a Sermon, ^ainft Aduir 
^ tery ; but I did not expedk to hear the 

* Author own it to'my Face. 

« That brave Man then. Sir,' anfwered 
the Doftor, * ftands before you who dards 

* own he wrote that Letter, and dares af- 

* firm too, that it was writ on a juft and. 

' ftrong 
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* ftrong FQund^tion. But if the H^nds 

* of your Heart could prevail on you to 
^ treat my good Inteption wkh Contempt 

* andScQm, yrfaat pr^y cojil^ induce you to 
« fticw it, nay to pive ij: NJr- J?^# ? What 

* Motive could you have for t^t, unlds 

* you meant to infult him, and to provdcc 
^ yopr Rival tp give you that Opporpjnity 

* of putting Iwm Q« ^ *^ World, wbic$ 

* you have Ik)ce wicjcedly foiigh? by your 
'^ Challenge? 

* I give him the Letter! * faid the Go: 
« loncl. 

^ Yes, Sir, anfijrercd thcDoftor, he fhew^ 

* cd me the Letter, and ^ffirmecj that you 
< gave it him at the Mafcjuerade; 

* He is a lyipg Rafcal then,' faid the 
<rok)Ocl very paffionatcly. * I fcarce took 

* the Trouble of reading the Letter, and 
** loft it Qut of my Pocket. 

Here B^/i^ interfered, and explained dus 
AflFair in t}ie Manner in which it happen'dj 
and with which the Reader is already ac- 
quainted* He concluded by great Eukh 
giums 6n the Performance, and declared 
it was one of the moft enthufiaftic (mean- 
ing 
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^g pefhapft tcckfiailic) Letters tiiat ever 
Mf^ wtixtCB. ^ And d yim a me,' %s he» 
* if I .do nfit refoed iiie Author wkh die 
.^ t2taiQfl:£mpliafis9f£hidiJQg. 

IV po(Sbttr jiov. MfioUe^ mhat had 
paflis^ with ^oiiiy and p6ccei4re4 he had 
roade a Miftake of one Colonel for another. 
This he prefendy acknowledged to Colonel 

2laws^ ^ r%id dut'rhe'Miftake had been 

Both now collected all hie Gravity, and 
X>ignky, as he called it, into his Counter 
siaoce^ arvi addnefjing himfelf to 74»^x» 
iaidfr^tfiv*' And was tlM: l^cfiter writ to you^ 
-^ finttheri-tr-trrl hcqp^ yo^ aenrer de&fvcd 
^ any Sufpicion £|^ljbds Kind. 

* Another/ cdos Jsm^, * f am acc^un- 
jLable so n>yfdf &r qeiy A6i:ionSt and AiaH 
not render an Account e^her to fou^ or 
iA} that iSfintlmiKip. 

* A$ jto gie, Bcodier/ anfw^red JBj/^, 
'^ you fay i^ghc *, liuit rtfaink this Gende- 
-* man may-c^U you to an Accpunt ; nay I* 
> ibiok it is iiis Duty fo to do. And let 
^ joe toll yop. Brother, there is Onje nuich 
* greater than he to i^hom you muft 

2 ♦ pve 
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f« give an Account. Mrs. Bcoib is really 
< a fine Woman, a Lady of moft impe- 
f rioua and majeftick Prefence. I have 
^ heard you often fay, that you liked her \ 
^ and if you have quarrelled with her 

* Hulband upon this Account, by all the 
^ Dignity or Man* I think you ought to 
f aflc his Pardon. 

: « Indeed, Brother,* cries Jamesj * I can 
^ bear this no longer— ^you will make me 

* angry prefently. 

* Angry ! Brother James^* cries Bafi — » 

* angry !— I love you, Brodier, and have 
^ Obligations to you* I will fav no more 

* — — but I hope you know I do not fear 

* making any Man angry* 

* James: znfwcred^ he^knew it well ; and 
then the Doftor apprehending that while 
he was flopping up one Breach, he fhould 
make anotner, prefently interfered and 
turned the Difcourfe back to Baofb. * You 

* tell 'me, Sir/'faid he to James^ * that 
^ my Gown is my ProteAion ; let it theli 
^ at leaft protect me where I have had nO 
^ Defign in offending ; where I have con- 
.* fulted your higheft Welfare, as in truth 

* I did in writing this Letter. And if you 

*did 
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* did not in the leaft dcfenre any fuch 
? Sufpicion, ftill y9U have no Gaufe 
^ for Rclenttnent. Caution againft Sin, 

* even to the Innocent, can never be un* 
« wholefome. But this I affure you, what- 

* ever Anger you have to me, you can 

* have none to poor Boofb^ who was en- 

* tircly ignorant qf. my writing, to you, 

* and who, I am certain, never entertained 

* the Icaft Sqfpicion of you ; on the con- 

* trary, reveres you with the higheft E- 

* fleem, and Love and Gratitude. Let 

* me therefore f econcile all Matters be- 

* tweeri you, and bring you together be- 

* fore he hath even heard of this Chal- 

* lenge. 



c 



Brother,* cries Baib^ * I hope I fhall 

* not make you tingry 1 lie when I 

* fay fo J for I am indifferent to any Man's 
' Anger ^Let me be an Acceflary to 

* what the Doftor hath faid. I think I 

* may be tryft^d. with Matters of this 
' Nature, and it is a little unkind that it 
' you intended to fend a Challenge you 

* did not make me the Bearer. But in- 

* deed, as to what appears to* ri)e, this 

* Matter may be very well made up ; and 

* as Mr. Booth doth not know of the 

* Challenge, I don*t fee why he ever 
Voii. IV. M * fhould. 
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* fliouU, znv more than your giving him 

* the lie juK now -, bat that he (hall never 

* have from me» nor I believe from this 

* Gentleman -, for indeed if he fhould, it 
^ would be incumbent upon him to cut 
f your Throat. 

* LfOokee;, DipAor,* feid James, ^ I do 
^^ not deferye the unkind Sulpicion you 

* juft now threw out againft me. I never 
^ thirfted after any Man's Bbod, and as 
' for what hath pafled, fince this Difco- 

* very hath happened, I may perhaps not 
^ think it worth rny while to trouble mj- 
f ielf any more about it,* 

The Dodor was ^not contented with 
perhaps, he infifted on a firm Promifc, 
to be bound with the Colonel's Honour. 
This at length he obtained, and then de- 
parted wpU fatis/icd. 

In Fadt, the Colpn^el was alhamcd to 
^vow the real Caufe of the Quarrel to 
jthis good Man, or indeed to his Brother 
fiaih, who would not only have con- 
iiemned him equally with the Dodor, but 
.would poflibly have quarrelled with )iim on 
jliis Sifter's Acco>:int, whom, as the Reader 
^pft have obfcrved, be Ipyed ^boveail 
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things ; and in plain Truth, though the 
Colonel was a brave Man, and dared to 
fight, yet he was altogether as willing to 
let it alone v ^d this made him now and 
then give a little Way to the Wronghead- 
cdnefs of Colonel Baib^ who, with all the 
other Principles of Honour and Humanity 
made no more of cutting the Throat of a 
Man upon any of his Pun£dlio's than a 
Butcher doth en kiUing Sheep* . 

CHAP. V. 

What faffed at the Bailiff's Houfe. 

THE Doftor now fet forwards to his 
Friend Booths and as he pad by the 
Door of his Attorney in the Way, he 
called upon him, and took him with him* 

The Meeting between him and Booth 
need not be expatiated on. The Dodor 
was really angry, and tho* he deferred his 
Ledure to a more proper Opportunity, 
yet as he was no Diffembler (indeed he 
was incapable of any Difguife) he could 
not put on a Show of that Heartinefst with 
which he had formerly ufed to receive his 
Friend. 

M 2 Booth 
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Booth at laft began himfelf in die foI« 
lowing Manner. « DoAor, I am rcaHj 
afhamed to fee jom ; and if you knew 
the Confufion df my Soul on thia Oc- 
caficn, I am lure you would t>ity radior 
than upbraid me-— -And yet I can fey 
with great Sincerity, I rgdce in tins 
laft Inftance of my Shame, fince I am 
like to reap the moft folid Advanta^ 
from it* The Doftor ftared at this, and 
Booth thus proceeded : • Sinqe I have been 
in this wretched Place, I have employed 
my Time almoft entirely in reading over 
a Series of Sermons, which are contained 
in that Book,* (meaning Dr. AsrrM^'t 
Works, which then Iw on the Table be- 
fore him,) * in Proof of the Chriftian Reli* 
gion, and fo gopd an Effeft have they 
had upon me, that I ihall, I believe, 
be the better Man for them as long as I 
live. I have not a Doubt, (for 1 own I 
have had fuch) which remains now un- 
fatisfied.— »— If ever an Angel might be 
thought to guide th^ Pen of a Writer, 
furely thq Pen of tbiit great and good 
Man had fuch an Aififtant/ The Doc- 
tor readily concurred in the Praifcs of 

Dr. BitrroWj and added r' You fay yo« 

* have had your Doubts, young Gentle- 
3 . '. -" * man. 
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^ man, indeed I did not ksu)w that 

* And pray, what were your Doubts ? 

* Whatever they were. Sir,* faid Booths 

* they are now fatisfied, as I believe thofe of 

* every impartial and fenfible Reader will be, 
' if he will, with due Attention, read over 

* thcfe excellent Sermons. Very well,' an- 
fwcr*d the Doftor, * tho* I have converfed, 
' I find, with a falfe Brother hitherto, I am 

* glad you are reconciled to Truth at laft, 

* and I hope your futile Faith wi^l have 

* feme Influence on your future Life. I 
' ntecd not tell you. Sir,* replied Boptb^ 

* that will always be the Cafe, where Faith 

* is fincere, as I aflitre you mine is. In- 

* deed I never was a rafli Difbeliever ; my 

* chief Doubt was founded on this* that 

* ^ Men appeared to me to aft entirely 
^ from tlietr Paflions, their Anions tould 

* have ncitjier Merit nor Demerit. Avery, 
« worthy Cohclufion truly,' cries the Doc- 
tor ^ / but if Men aft, as I believe they 

* do, from their Paffions, it would be 
^ fair to conclude that Religion to be true 
^ which applies iminediately to the ftrongeft 
^ of theie Paffions; Hope and Fear, chuflrig 

* rather to rely on its Rewards and Pu- 
^ nifliments, than on that native Beauty 

* of Virtue which fom« x>f the antient Phi- 

* lofophers thought proper to recommend 

M 3 * to 
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* to their Difcipks. -Bat we will defer 

* this Difcourie till another Opportunity ; 

* at prefent, as the Devil* hath thought 

* proper to fet you free, I will try if I can 

* prevail on the Bailiff to do the fame. 

The Do6lor had really not fa much 
Money in Town as Booth^s Debt amounted 
to, and therefore though he would o- 
thcrwife very willingly have paid it, he 
was forced to .give Bail to the AAion. 
For which Purpofe, as the Bailiff was a 
Man of great Form, he was obliged to 
get another Perfon to be bound with him. 
This Perfon, however, the Attorney un- 
dertook to procure, and immediately fct 
out in quelt of Mm* 

During his Abfence the Bailiff came in- 
to the Room, and addreffing himfelf to 
the Doftor, faid, ' I think, Sir, your Name 

* hDr.Harri/(mJ' The Doftor immddiateJy 
acknowledged his Name. Indeed the Bai- 
liff had feen it to a Bail-Bond before. 

* Why then. Sir, faid the Bailiff, there is a 
^ Man above in a dying Condition, that 

* defires the Favour of fpeaking to you ; 

* I believe he wants you to pray by 

* him.* 
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The Bailiff hirrifelf was not more read J 
to execute his Office on all Occafions for 
his Fee, than the Doftor was to execute 
his for nothing. Without making any fur- 
ther Enquiry therefore into the Conditiort 
of the Man, he immediately went up 
Stairs. 

As Ibort as the Bailiff returned dowrt 
Stairs, which was immediately after he 
had lodged the Doftor in the Room; 
Booth had the Curiofity to aflc him who 
this Man was. * Why I don*t know mucfi 

* of him,' faid the Bailiff,. * I had him once 

* in Cuftoiif before now, I remember it 
•• was when your Honour was here laft j 
*^ and now I remember too, he faid then 

he knew your Honour very well. In- 
deed I had fome Opinion of him at that 
.- Time ;. for ht fpent* his Money very 
' much like a Gentleman ; but I h^vc 

* difcovered fihce, that he i% a poor Fcl- 
' . low, and worth nothing; He is a mere 
f fhy Cock. I have had' the Stuff about 
^ me tliis Week, and could never get at 

* him till, this Morning ; nay, I don't 

* believe we (hould ever have found out 

* his Lodgings,, had it not been for the 

* Attorney that was here juft now, who 
f gave us Information. And fb we took 

M 4 • bim> 
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^him this Morning by a comical Way 

* enough. For we dreffed up one of my 
•Men in Wonieh's Cloaths, who told 

* the People of the Houfc, that he was hi^ 

* Sifter juft come to Town : for we were 
Mold by the Attorney, that he had Tuch 

* a Sifter, upon which he was let up Stairs ; 

* and fb kept the Door a-jar till I and an- 

* other ruih'd in. Let me tell ybu, Cap- 

* tain> there are as good Stratagems made 
^ Uie of in our Bufmefs as any in tfa^ 

* Army* 

* But pray. Sir, faid B(tolti^ did not 
you tdi me this Morning that the poet 
Fellow was defperately wounded ; na/9 

* I think you told the Doftor that he wai 

* a dying Man ? 

< I had like to have forgot that, cries 

* the Bailiff.— —Nothing Would ferve thp 

* Gentleman but tliat he muft make Re- 

* fiftance, and he gave my Man a Blow 

* with a Stick; but I foon quieted him, by 

* giving him a Wipe or two with a 
« Hanger. Not that I believe I have done 
c his Bufinefs neither ; but the Fellow is 
« faint-hearted, and the Surgeon I fancy 
< frightens him more, than he need. ■ 

' But however^ let the worfl: come to the 

^ worfl^ 
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"^ worft, the L^w is all on my Side, and 

* it is ov![y fefendendo. The Attorney that 

* was here juft now told me fo, and bid 

* me fear nothing: for that he wCuld 

* ftand my Friend, and uiKkrtake the 
^ Caufe ; and he is a dtvilifh good one at 

* a Defence at the Old Baily I promife you. 

* I hare known him bring off feveral that 

* every Body thought wO\2kl have been 
f hang'd. 

• Biit fuppofe you fhould bfe acquitted, 

* faid Booth % would not the Blood of this 

* poor Wretch lie a little heavy at yoiir 

* Heart? 

* Why fhould it, CapUin, /aid the 
< Bailiff. Is it not all done in a lawful 

* Way ? Why will Peopfe-jrefifl the Law 

* when they know the Confequence ? To 

* be fure, if a Man was to kill another in 
^ an unlawKil Manner as it were, and what 

* the Law calls Murder, that is quite and 
^ clear another Thing. I fhould not care 

* to be convifted of Murder any more 

* than another Man, Why now. Captain, 

* you have been abroad in the Wars they 

* tell me, and to be fure muft have killed 
^ Men m your Time. Pray was you 

M /: * ever 
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* ever afraid afterwards, of feeing their 

!: Ghofts ? 

^ That IS a different Affair, [cries Boofbv 

* but I would not kilia.Man in cold Blood. 
' foe aU. the World- 

^ There is no Difference at alf,. as I can 
/ fee, crips, the Bailiff. One is as much 

^ in the Way of Bufinefs as the other. 

' When Gentlemen behave themfelves like 
/ unto Gendemcn,^ I know how to treat 
, * them as fuch as well as any Officer the 
> King hath.-: — rAnd when they do not,, 

* why they muft take what follows, and. 
^ the Law doth, not call it Murder. 

BsotJS very plaihry faw- that the Bailiff 
had fquared his Confcience exaftly ac- 
cording to Law, and that he could ngt 
eafily ftibvei:t his Way of Thinking. He 
therefore gave up the Caufe;, and defir!d 
the Bailiff ta expedite the Bonds, which 
he promifcd to do>. faypg, he hoped he 
had ufed him with proper Qvility. this 
Time if he had not the laft,, and that he 
fliould be remember'd fox iL- 

But before we clofe this Chapter, we 
fiiall endeavour to facisfy an Enquiry 

which. 
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which may arife in our moft favourite 
Readers, (for fo arc~ the moft curious) 
Kow it came to pafs that fuch a Perfon as^ 
-Was Dr. Harrifon Ihould employ fuch- a 
Fellow as' this Murphy. 

The Cafe then was thus. This Murpby 
liad been Clerk to an Attorney in the 
the very fame Town in which the Dpdtor 
liv'd, and when he wa? out of his Time 
had let up with a Charafter fair enough, 
and had married a Maid Servant qi Mrs^ 
Harris j: by which Means he had all the 
Bufincft to which that Lady and her' 
Friends, in which Number was the Dodor,- 
could recommend him. 

Murphy went on with his BuGnefs,'. 
and thrived very well, 'till he happened 
to make an unf(»rtunate Slip, in which he 
was detecEted by a Brother- of the fame 
Calling. But tho' we call this by the 
gentle Name of a Slip, in Refpe£t to its*^ 
being fo extremely common, it was a 
Matter in whfch the Law» if it had ever 
- come to its Ears would have pafTed a 
. very fevcrc Cenfure, : being indeed no' 
kfs than Perjury, and Subornation of 
Perjury. 

M^- Tbis^ 
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This Brother Attorney being a very 
good-n^tur'd Man, and unwilling to be- 
fpatter his own Profeffion, and confider- 
ing perhaps that the Conftquence did in 
no wife affeft the PubKc, who. had no 
Manner of Interrfl in the AkematiVe, 
whether A in wiabm the Right was, <or 
S. to whom Mr* Murphy by the Means 
aforefaid, had transfcrr'd iti fucceeded in 
an A6lion. We mention this Particular, 
becatife as this Brother Attorney was a 
very violent Party Man, and a profeffed 
Stickler for the Public, to fuffer any In- 
jury to have been done to that, would 
have been highly inconfiftent with his 
Principles. ' 

This Gentleman therefore came to Mr. 
Mur^fy^ ^nd afcer Chewing him that he 
had it in ^t^ Power to convid him of the 
ftforclaid Crime, very generouHy told him 
that he liad not the teaft DeUght in bring- 
ing any Man to Deftraf^ioo, tior the lem 
Animoifity againft him. All that lie in- 
fifted upon was, that he would not live 
in Che feme Town or County with one 
who had been guilty of fuch anAftion. 
He then told Mr. Murphy that he 
Would keep the Secret on two Conditions ; 

the 
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the one was th^t he imme^iabeiy quitted 
that Country, the other was, that he 
fliould convince him he deferved this 
Kindhd^ by hi) Gratitude, auid that 
Murphy Ihould traxisfer to the other all the 
Bufinefs which he then had in thofe Parti, 
and to which he could poifibly rec<ddamend 
him. 

It is the Obfelvadon rf a v^ry wife 
Man, that it is a Very common JExercife 
of Wifdom in this World, oF two Evils 
to.chufc the leaft. The Reader there- 
fore cannot doubt- but that Mr. Mftrphy 
complied with the Alternative prdpofed 
by his kind Brother, and acteptea the 
Terms on which Secrecy was to be ob- 
tain'd. 

This happened while the Do6l6r was 
abroad, and with all this, except the 
Departure of Murphy^ not only the 
Dodbor, but the whole Town (fave his 
aforefaid Brother alone) were to this Day 
unacquainted. 

The Dodor^. at his Return hearing that 
Mr. Murphy was gone, applied to the 
other Attorney in his Affairs, who ftill 
cmployM this Mtrffy as his Agent in 

Town, 
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Town, partly perhaps out of Good-will 
to hiiii) and partly from the Recommen- 
dation of Mifs Harris ; for as he had 
married a Servant of the Family, and a 
particular Favourite of her's, there can 
be no wonder that fhe who was entirely 
ignorant of the Affair above related, as 
well as of his Conduft in Town, fhould 
continue her Favour to him. It will ap- 
pear therefore, I apprehend, no longer 
urange, that, the Do£):or who had feen 
this Man but three Times fince his Re- 
moval to Town, . and then converfed with 
him only on Bufmefs, fliould remain as 
Ignorant of his- Life and Chgradler, as a 
Mangcnerally is., of. the Charaftcr of the 
Hackney Coachman who* drives him . Nor 
doth it refleft more on the Honour or 
Underftanding of the Doctor under thefe 
-Gircumftances to employ Murpfy, than 
it would if he had been driven about the 
Town by a Thief or a Murderer. 

c HA p; vi:. 

PHnii paffed between the DoSir and the Jith 
, Man. 

WE left the Doftor in the laft Chap- 
ter with the wounded* Manr, to 
whom thcL Dodor in a very gcnrie VoiVe 
" fpake as follows : , ^I. 
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* I atn forry. Friend,, to fee you • in this. 
**^ Situation, and am very ready, to give 

* you any .jComfort. or Affiftancc within: 
. ^ my Power.. 

*' I thank you kindly, Doftor, faid* the 
. *• Man. Indeed I. Ihould not have pre- 
^ fumed to- have fent to yau had I not" 
*' known your. Charader : for tho*' I be- 

* lieve I am not at, all known to you, 

* I have lived many Years in that Town 
> where you yourfelf had a Houfe: my 

* Name is Robitifon. lufed to ride for 

* the Attornies in thofe Parts, and I have 

* been cniploy'd on your Bulinefs in my/ 
•- Time., 

*' Ido notrecolleft you, nor your Namc^*' 
Ikid the Doftor, * but confider. Friend,* your 
^ Moments are precious,, and your Bufinefs, . 
*' as I am informed, is to offer up yourr 
*- Pray-ers . to that. Great Bdng, before 

* whom you.are (hprtly to. appear. — 

•-But.firfl: let me exhort ypuearneftly to a. 
*nioft feriou5 Repentance of all your Sir». 

• ODodlbr, faid the Man— Pray, what 
« i$ your Opinion of a. Death bed. Rj- 
•^ p.entaQC«-f 
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* If Repcfttance is fincere, cries the 

* Dodor, I hope thorough the Mercies 
^ and Merits of our moft powerful and 

* benign Interceflbr it will never cooie too 

* But do not you thinkt Sir, cries the 

* Man, that In 6rder to obtain Forgive- 

* nefs df afiy great Sin we have commir- 

* ted by an Injury done to our Neigh- 

* hours, it is neceifary, as far as in us hes, 
^ to make all the Amends we can to the 

* Party injur'd, and to undo if poflible 
; the Injury we have done. 

•Moft undoubtedly, cries the Doftor, 
P our Pretence to Repentance would other- 
f wife be grofs Hypocrify, and an impu- 

* dent Attempt to deceive and impofc 
! upon our Creator himfeif. 

* Indeed I am of the fame Opinion, 
cries the Penitent; * and I think further, 

* that this is thrown in my Way, and 

* hinted to me by that great Being : for 

* an Accident happened to me Yeftcrday, 
J by which, as Things have fallen out 
{ fince, I think I plainly difcern the Hand 
f of Providence. I went Yefterday, -Sir, 

* vou 
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* you muft know, to a Pawnbroker's, to 

* pawn the laft Moveable, which, except 
^ the poor Cloaths you fee on my Back*.. 

* I am worth in the World; While I was 

* there, a young Lady came in to pawn 

* her Pkaure. She had dlfguifed herfelf 

* ft) much, and pulled her Hood to ovy 

* her Face, that I did got know her while 

* ihe ftaid, which was fcarce three Mi; 

* nutes. As foon as Ihe was gone, the 

* Pawnbroker taking the Pifture in his 

* Hand, cried ont-^p^ my (Vcrd this is 

* the bandfomefi Face I ever Jaw in nrf Ufe^ 

* I defired him to let me look on the Pic- 

* turc, which he readily did-r-and I np 

* fooner caflr my Eyes upon it, than thp 
' ftrong Refemblance UrMck me, iind I 

* knew it to be Mrs. Booth.* 

« Mr&.Booib! what Mrs.JSo^tbt cries 
thcDofton 

* Captain Bcotb^s Lady, the Captain Who 
f is now below,' faid the other. 

* How !• cries the Doctor with great 
Impetuofity, 3 

* H^ve Patience,* faid the Man, * and 
« TQ& ihall iiear all* I exprefied fome 

« Sur- 
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* Surprize to the Pawnbroker, and^ aflced 

* the Lady's Name. He anfwcred that he 

* knew not her Name, but that (he was 

* fome undone Wretch, who had the Day 

* before left all her Cloaths with him in 
f pawn. My Guilt immediately flew in 
jl my Face, and told me I had been Ac- 

* ceflary to this Lady's Undoing; The 

* fudden Shock fo affis^ed me, that had 
f it not been for a Dram which the Pawn- 
f broker gave me, I believe I fhould have 
f funk on the Spot.' 



* Acceflary to her Undoing ! How ac- 
ceflary ?' faid the Doftor. * Pray tell 
• me, for I am impatient to hear/ 



4 



* I will tell you all, as faft as I can,.* cries 
the fick Man. • You know, good Doc- 

• tor, that Mrs. Harris of our Town had 

• two Daughters, this Mrs. Booth and an- 

• other. Now, Sir, it feems the other 

• Daughter had, fome Way or other, dif- 

• obliged her Mother, a little before the 
/ old Lady died ^ therefore flie made a 

• Will, and left all her Fortune, except 
^ one thoufand Pound, to Mrs. Bcotb ; to 

• which Will Mr. Murphy^ myfelf, and 

• another, who is now dead, were the Wit- 

• acflcs. Mrs. Harris afterwards died fud- 

* denly^ 
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* denly ; upon which it was contrived, 

* by her other Daughter and Mn Mur- 

* pby to make a new Will, in which 

* Mrs. Booth had a Legacy of 10/. and 

* all the reft was given to the other. To 

* this Will Murphy^ myfelf, and the fame 

* third PerfoD, again fet our Hands..' 

* Good Heaven ! how wonderful is thy 

* Providence,' cries the Dodor — - * Afer- 
^ phy fay you?* 



r 



* He himfelf. Sir,' anfwered Robinfoti\ 
Murphy^ who is the greateft Rogue I 

J believe now in the World/ 

* Pray, Sir, proceed,' cries the Doftor. 

• For this Service, Sir,' faid Rohinjhn^ 

* myfelfand the third Perfon, one Carler^ 

* received aoo/. each. What Reward 
f Murphy himfelf had, I know not. 
^ Carier died foon afterwards \ and from 

* that Time, at fcveral Payments^ I have 

* by Threats extorted above loO/. more— 

* And this. Sir, is the whole Truth, which 

* I am ready to. teftify, if it would pleafe 

* Heaven to prolong my Lite*' 

i\ 
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* I hope it will,' cries the Doftor j « but 

* fomething muft be done for Fear of Ac- 

* cidents 1 will fend to Cotincil imme- 

* diately, to know how to feture your 

* Teftimony.— Whom can I get to fend ?— 

* Stay, ay he will do— —but I know 

* not where his Houfe or his Chambers are 

* I will go myfelf— — but I may be 

* wanted here.* 

While the Doftor was in this violent 
Agitation, the Surgeon made his Appear- 
ance. The Doftor ftood ftiH in a medi- 
tating Pofture, while the Surgeon exa- 
mined his Patient. After which the Doc- 
tor begged him to declare his Opinion, 
and whether he thought the wounded Man 
in any irtitnediatc Danger of Deaths * * I 

* do not know,* anfwered the SuiTgeori, 

* what you [Call-^imtnediftt6. He ttistf 

* live feveral Days- — - ^ nay he may 

* recover. It is impdflsble to give an^y 

* certain Opinion in thefc Cafes.' He th^ 
launched forth into a Set of Terms, whicfli 
the Doiftor, with all his Scholarfliip, could 
not underftand. To fay the Truth, many 
of them were not to be found in any DiC- 

,iiOrtary or Lexicon. 

One 
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• One Difcovery however the Doftor 
made, and that was, that the Surgeon was 
a very ignorant, conceited Fellow, and 
knew nothing of his Profeffion. He re- 
folved therefore to get better Advice for 
the Sick ; but this he poftooned at prefent, 
and applying bimfelf to the Surgeon, faid 
he ihould be very much obliged to hinii 
if he knew where to find fuch a Counfel- 
lor, and weuld fetch him thither. • I 

* Ihould not alk fuch a Favour of you, 

* Sir,' fays the Doctor, * if it was not on 

* Bufinefs of the laft Importance, or if J 

* could find any oth^r MefTenger/ 

« I fetch-^Sir ! * faid the] Surgeon very 
angrily. * Do you take me for a Foot- 

* 'manj or a Porter ? I don't know who 

* yoy are ; but I believe you are fyll a$ 

* proper to go on fuch an Errand as I 

* am -,* (for as the Dodor, who was juft 
come off his Journey, was very roughly 
dreffed, the Surgeon held him in no great 
.Refpedl.) The Surgeon then calleid ^oud 
from the Top of the Stairs, Let my Coach- 
man draw up, and ftruttqd off without 
any Ceremony, telling his Patient he would 
call again the next Day. 

At 
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At this very Inftant arrived Murphy 
with the other Bail, and ^n6\ngBootb alone, 
he alked the Bailiff at the Door, what 
was become of the Doftor, * Why the 

* Doftor,* anfwer'd he, * is above Stairs, 

* praying with ^ * How!* cries 

Murphy. * How came you not to carry 

* him direftly to Newgate^ as you promif- 
^ cd me ?• ' Why becaufe he was wound- 

* ed,* cries the Bailiff * I thought it 

* was Charity to, take Care of him ; and 

* befides, why fh'ould one make more 

* Noife about the Matter than is neceflary .* 

* And Dr. Harrifon with him?' faid 
M^rphy^ « Yes, he is,' faid the Bailiff ; 

* he defired to fpeak with the Doftor very 
^ much, and they have been praying to- 

* gether almoft this Hour/ — * All is tip, 

* and wndqne^*' cries Murfby. * Let mq 

* come/by^ I /have .thought of fomething 
f whicii I myft do immediately.* 

Now as by Means of the Surgeon's 
leaving the Door open, the Doftor heard 
Murphy*^ Voice [naming Rohinfon peev- 
ifhly, he drew foftly to the Top of the 
Stairs, where he heard the foregomg Dia- 
logue; and as foon as Murphy had ut- 
tered his laft Words, and was moving 

• down- 
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downwards, the Dotflor immediately Tal- 
lied from his Poll, running as faSt as he 
could, and crying ftop the Villain, flop 
the Thic£ 

The Attorney wanted no better Hint to 
accelerate his Pace *» and having the ^taxt 
of the Doftor, got down Stairs, and o.ut 
into the Street; but the Do£lor was fo 
clofe at his Heels, and being in Foot the 
nimbler of the two, he foon overtook him, 
and laid hold of him, as he would have 
done on either Brougbton or Slack in tbp 
ioEie Caufe. 

This A£bion in the Street, accompani- 
ed with the frequent Cry of flop Thief 
by the Doftor, during the Chace, pre- 
iently drew together a large Mob, who 
began, as is ufual^ to ^ntej immediatdy 
upon Bufinefs, and ^ o make flridl Enquiry 
into the Matter, in order to proceed tojdo 
Jufttce in thm (ummary Way. 

Murph)\ who knew well the Temper 
of the Mob, cried out, * If you are a 

♦ Bailiff, fbcW me ypur Writ. Gentle-. 

* men, he pretendjs to arreft n>c here with^"^ 
i put a Writ.* 

^' Upon 
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Upon dii$ one of the fturdkft and for* 
v^ardeft of the Mofe, an4 w|io by a fupern 
or Strength of Body, an3 of Lungs, pre-i 
fided ia this Affembly, declared he would 
fufFcr np fuch Thing. ^ D. ' ■■■ » a me,* £ays 
he, * away to the Pump with the Catch- 

« pole dire<My flicw me your Writ 

« or let the Gentlenian go-~-^ycMi fhall 

• not arreft a Man contrary to Law.* ' 

He then laid his -Hands on the I>odlor» 
who ftill feft griping the Attorney, cried 
out : * He is a Villain — I am noBJailiflP, hut 

♦ a Clergyman, and this Lawyer is guilty 

* of Forgery, and hath ruined a poor 

• Family/ 

* Howl' cries the Spokefroan— — a 

* Lawyer ! ^that alters the Cafe. ! »■ ■ 

* Yes, faith/ cries anbtber of the Mob, 

* it is Lawyer Mwrfby. I know him very 

^ well/ 

* And hath he ruined a poor Family > 
« Like enough, faith, if he's a Lawyer.— 
« Away with him to the Juftiice immcdi- 
?*tely/ - - 

The 
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The BailiflF now came up d^iring tm 
know what was the Matter ; to whom Doc* 
tw Hatrifin anfwered, that he had arretted 
that Villain for Forgery. * How can you 
^ arrefi: him/ cries the Bailiff, ' you are 

* no Officer, nor have any Warrant ? Mr. 
^ Murphy is a Gentleman, and he Ihall 

* be ufed as fuch.* 

* Nay to be fure,' cries the Spokcf- 

* man, there ought to be aWarrant ; that's 

* the Truth on*t/ 

* There needs no Warrant^* cries the 
Doftor. * I accufe him of Felony ; and I 

* know fo much of the Law of Eng-^ 

* landj that any Man may arrcft a 

* Felon without any Warrant whatever. 

* This Villain hath undone a poor Family ; 

* and I will die on the Spot before I part 

* with him.* 

* If the Law be fO: ' cries the Orator, 

* that is another Matter. And to' be 

* fure, to ruin a poor Man is the grcateft 

* of Sins. And being a Lawyer too, 

* makes it fo much the worfe — He fliall 
^ go before the Juftice, d— n me if he 

Vol. IV. N * Ihan't 
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• (han't go before the Juftice. I fays the 
\Word he fhaU/ 

* I fay he is a Gentleman, and fliall be 
^ ufed according to Law/ cries the Bailiffl 
^ And though you are a Clergyman,' faid 
he to Harrifon^ * you don't (hew yourfclf 
•^ as one by. your Adions/ 

« That's a Bailiff,' cries one of the 

• Mob-— —one Lawyer will always ftand 
< by another ; but I think the Clergyman 
' is a very good Man, and ads becom- 

• ing a Clergyman to ftand by the Poor.' 

At which Words the Mob all gave a 
great Shout, and feveral cried out : * Bring 
^ him along, away with him to the Juftice.' 

And now a Conftable appeared, and 
with an authoritative Vpice declared what 
he was, produced his Staff, and demanded 
the Peace. 

The Doctor then delivered his Prifoner 
over to the Officer, and charged him with 
Felony •, the Conftable received him % the 
Attorney fubmitted ; the Bailiff was hulh- 
ed; and the Waves of the Mob immedi- 
ately fubfided. 

The 
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The Doctor now balanced with himfclf 
how he fliould proceed ; at laft he deter- 
mined to lezvcBooib a, Kttle longer in Cap- 
tivity, and not to quit Sight of Murphy^ 
hdovt he had lodged him fafe with a Ma- 
giftrate. They then all moved forwards 
to the Juftice •, the Conftable and his Pri- 
foner marching firft, the Doctor and the 
BailiflF following next, and about five 
Thoufand Mob, (for no left Number 
were affembled in a very few Minutes) 
following in the Froceffion. 

They found the Magiftrate juft fitting 
down to his Dinner ; however, when he 
was acquainted with the Doftor's Profeflj- 
on, he immediately admitted him, and 
heard his Bufinefs. Which he no fooner 
perfeftly underftood, with all its Circum- 
ftances, than he refolved, tho* it was then 
very late, and he had been fatigued all the 
Morning with public Bufinefs, to poftpone 
all Relrefliment 'till he had difcharged his 
Duty. He accordingly adjourned the Pri- 
foner and his Caufe to the Bailifi^s Houfe, 
whither he himfelf with the Doftor imme- 
diately repaired, and whither the Attorney 
was followed by a much larger Number 
Nz of 
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of Attendants than he had been honoured 
wkh ix£on. 

CHAP. vn. 

In which the H0ory draws tnmds a Cm- 
dufiam. 

NOTHING could exceed the Aflo- 
nilhment of Booth at the Behanriouf 
of the Do£bfr, att the Time when he ial- 
lied forth tn Purfuit of the Attorney; for 
which it was fo impoflibie for him to ac- 
count in any Manner whatever. He re- 
mained a lof^ Time in the utmoft Tbr- 
ture of Mind, till at laft the BailifPa Wife 
came to him, and afked him if the Doc* 
tor was not a Mad-man ; and in Truth he 
could hardly defend him from that Impu- 
tation. 

While he was in this Perplexity, die 
Maid of the Houfe brought him a Mef- 
fs^e from Rohinfon^ ^^nxk% the Favour 
of feeir^ htm above Stairs. With this he 
immediately complied. 

When thefe two were alone together^ 
and the Key turned on* them (for the Bai- 
liff's Wife was a moft careful Perfon, 

and 
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and never omitted that Ceremony in thtf 
Ab&nce of her Hu(band^ having always 
at her Tongue's End that excellent Pro- 
verb of Safe bind, (aft find.) Robinfin 
looking ftedfaftly upon Booths faid, * I 

* believe, Sir, yoq fcarce remember me** 

Booth anfwcred, that he thought he had 
feen his 'Face fomewhere before; but could 
not th,en recoiled when or where. 

. • Indeed, Sir/ anfwered the Man, ^ it 

* was a Place which no Man can remem- 

* ber with Pleafure. But do you not re- 

* member^ a few Weeks ago^ that youhad 

^ the Misfortune to be in a certain Prifon in . 
^ this TowHi where you loft a trifling Sum 
f «t Cards to a Fcltew prifoner?* 

This Hint fufficiently awakened J^^^^'s 

Memory, and he now recollcfted the 

. Features of Ws old Friend Robinfin. He 

anfwered him a little (urlily, ^ I know you 

^ now very well % but I did not imagine 

* you would ever have reminded me of 

* chat Tranfection.' 

* Alas, Sir!' anfwered Roiinfon^ • what- 

* ever happaied then was very trifling, 
f compared to the Injuries I have done you \ 

N 3 •but 
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* but if my Life be fpared long enough, 

* I will now undo it all ; and as I have 

* been one of your worft Enemies, I will 

* now be one of your beft Friends.* 

He was juft entering upon his Story, 
when a Noife was heard below, which 
might be almoft compared to what hath 
been heard in Hallaftd^ when the Dykes 
have given Way, and the Ocear^ in an 
Inundation breaks in upon the Land. It 
feemed indeed as if the whole World was 
burfting into the Houfe at once. 

Boofb was a Man of great Firmnefs of 
Mind, and he had need of it all at this 
Inftant. As for poor Robinfon^ the ufual 
Concomitants of Guilt attended him, and 
he began to tremble in a violent Man- 
ner. 

The firft Perfon who afcended the Stairs 
was the Doftor, who no fooner faw Booth 
than he ran to him and embraced him, 
crying* ' My Child, I wifli you Joy with 

* all my Heart. Your Sufferings arc all 

* at an End ; and Providence hath done 
^ you the Juftice at laft, which it will one 

* Day or other render to all Men.— You 
^ will hear all prefently ; but I can now 

« only 
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* only tell you, that your Sifter is dif- 
^ covered, and the Eftatc is your own,* 

Booth was in fuch Confufion, that he 
fcarce made any Anfwer •, and now ap- 
peared the Juftice and his Clerk, and im- 
Hiediately afterwards the Conftable with 
his Prifoner, the Bailiff, and as many 
more as could poffibly crowd up Stairs. 

The Dodor now addreffed himfelf to 
the fick Man, and defired him to repeat 
the fame Information before the Juftice 
which he had made already ; to which Ro- 
binfon readily confented. 

* While the Clerk was taking down the 
- Infornj^ation, the Attorney exprcfled a very 
impatient Defire to fend inftantly for his 
Clerk; and exprefled fo much Uncafinefs 
at the Confufion in which he had left his 
Papers at home, that a Thought fuggefted 
itfclf to the Doftor, that if his Houle was 
fearched, fome Lights, and Evidence, re- 
lating to this Affair, would certainly be 
found ; he therefore defired the Juftice 
to grant a Search- Warrant immediately, 
^ to fearch his Houfe. 

N4 The 



d by Google 



^ AMELIA. BookXIL 

The Juftice anfwered UiaC he had no 
fuch Power. That if there was any Suf- 
picion of ftolen Goods^ he could grant a 
vVarrant to fcarch for them. 

* H^w» Sir !* faid the DoAor, * can 

* you erant a Warrant to fearch a Man's 

* Houfe for a filver Tea-fpoon, and not 

* in a Cafe like this, where aMan is robbed 
' of his whole Eftate ?* 

* Hold, Sir,* fays the fick Man, • I 
^ believe I can anfwer that Point ; for I can 

* (wear he hath feveral Title Deeds of the 

* Eftate now in his Poffeflion, which I am 

* fure were ftolen from the right Owner.* 

The Juftice ftill hefiuted. He faid 
Title Deeds favoured of the Realty* and 
it was not Felony to fteal them. If indeed 
they were taken awav in a Box, then k 
would be Felony to fteal the Box. 

* Savour of the Realty ! favour of the 
« Fartaliy^* faid the Doctor, * I never heard 

* fuch incompreheafible Nonfenfe. This k 
< impudent, as well as childifh trifling with 

* the Lives and Properties of Men.* 

« Well, 
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• Well, Sir/ faid Robinfin, M now am 
^ fure I can do his Bufinefs ; for I know 
' he hath a fdver Cup in his Pq^Teffion, 

* which is the Property of this Gentleman, 
(meaning Bwtb) ^ and how he got it but 
^ by Stealth, let him account if Ik cux* 

• That will do,' cries the Juttice with 
great Pleafure. * That will do ; and if 
^ you will charge him on Oath with that, 

* 1 willinftantly grant my Warrant tofearch 

* his Houfe for it.* * And I will go and fee 
^ it executed,* cries the Doctor: For it was a 
Maxim of his, that no Man could defcend 
below himfclf in doing any A6t which may 
contribute to proteA an innocent Perfbn, 
or to bring a Rogue to the Gallows. 

The Oath was inftantly taken, the War*- 
rant figned, and the DoAor attended the 
Conftable in the Execution of it.* 

The Clerk then proceeded in taking 
the Information of Robinlon^ and had 
juft finiOied it, when the Dodor returned 
with the utmoft Joy in his Countenance, 
and declared that he had fufficient Evi- 
dence of the Faft in his PoffcfTion. He 
had indeed two or three Letters from Mifs 
Harris^ in anfwer to the Attorney's frc- 
N 5 c[ucnt 
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quent Demands of Money for Secrecy, 
that fully explained the whole Villainy. 

The Juftice now aficed the Prifoner 
what he had to fay for himfelf, or whe- 
ther he chofc to fay any Thing in his own 
Defence. 

* Sir/ faid the Attorney with great 

* Confidence, I am not to defend myfetf 

* here. It will be of no Service to me ; 

* for r know you neither can, nor will dif- 

* charge me. But I am extremely inno- 
*' cent of all this Matter^ as I doubt not 

* but to make appear to the Satisfadioo 

* of a Court of Juftice.* 

The legal previous Ceremonies were 
then gone through of binding over the 
Profecutor, (ffc. and then the Attorney 
was committed to Newgate ; whither h^ 
was efcorted amidft the Acclamation^ of 
the Populace. 

When Murphy was departed, and a 
Jittle Calm rcftorcd in the Houfe, the 
Juftice made his Compliments of Congrar 
tulation to Booth ; who, as well as he could 
in his prefent Tumult of Joy, returned his 
Thanks to both the Magiftrate and the 

Doc- 
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Doftor. They Were now all preparing to 
<lcpart, when Mr. Bomkm ftept up to 
Bffoibj and faid: ' Hold, Sir, you have 

• forgot one Thing you have not given 

* Bail yet.* 

This occafioned fome Diftrefs at this 
TTime -, for the Attorney's Friend was de- 
parted ; but when the JuftiCe heard this, 
he immediately oflFered himfelf as the other 
£ondfman ; and thus ended the ASaAt. 

It was now pad Six o'CIock, and 
none of the Gentlemen had yet dined. 
Xhey very readily therefore accepted the 
Magiftrate's Invitation, and went all to- 
gether to his Houie. 

And now the very firft Thing that was 
done, even before they fct down to Din- 
ner, was to difpatch a Meflenger to one 
of the befi: Sui^eons in Town, to take Care 
of RobiBfm^ and another Meflenger to 
Bcotb^% Lxkigings, to prevent Jmelia'% Con* 
cem at their flaying io long. 

The latter however was to little IHir- 

pofe ; for Ameli(f% Patience had been worn 

out before, and fbe had taken a Hackney- 

Coach, and driven to the BaiUff's, where 

N 6 fhc 
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(he arrived a little after the X>eparture of 
herHuiband) aodwasthfnce directed to 
the Jufkice's* 

Though there was no kind* of Reafon 
for Ametia^s PVight at hearing that her 
Hufband and Tioma H^rrifin were gpnc 
before the Juftice \ and though ihe indeed 
imagined that they ware there in the ligbt 
of Complainants, not of Offenders \ yet 
fo tender were her Fears for her Hufband, 
and fo much had her gentle Spirits been 
lately agitated^ that w had a thoufand 
Apprehenfion^ of ihe knew not whtf. 
'When fhe arrived therefore at the Houfc, 
ihe ran directly into the Room, where all 
the Company were at Dinner, fcarce know* 
ing what Ihe did, or whither (he was go- 
ing. 

She found her Hufbimd in fuch a Sv 
tuation, and difcovered fuch Chearful- 
Aefs i{^.his Countcnaoce» that fo violent 
a Turn was given to her Spirits, that (he 
was jufl: able, with the Aflifiance of a Gla(s 
of Water, to fupport herfelf. She foon 
however recovered her Calmnefs, and in 
a little Time began to eat what might in- 
deed be-almoft called her Breakfkft. 

The 
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The Juftice now wiflied her Joy of 
i^rhat had happened that Day ; for which 
ibe kindly thanked him, apprehending he 
meant the Liberty of her Hufband. His 
Worfliip might perhaps have explained 
himfdf more largely, had not the Doftor 
given him a timely Wink ; for this wife 
and good Man was fearful of making fuch 
n Difcovery all at once to Amelia^ left 
it Ihouki overpower her •, and luckily the 
Juftice's Wite was not well enough ac- 
quainted with the Matter to fay any thing 
more on it than Barely to ai&re the Lady 
that (he joined in her Hulband*s Con- 
gratulation. 

Amelia was then in a clean white Gown, 
which (he had that Day redeemed, and was 
indeed dreflfed all over with great Ncat- 
nefs and Exadtnefs \ with the Glow there- 
fore which arofe in her Features from finding 
her Hu(band releafed from his Captivity, 
(he made fo charming a Figure, that (he at- 
trafted the Eyes of the Magiftrate and of his 
Wife, and they both agreed when they 
were alone, that they had never feen fo 
charming a Creature •, nay Booth himfelf 
afterwards told her that he fcarcecverYe- 
membercd her to look fq extremely beau- 
tiful as (he did that Evening. Whe- 
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Whether Amelia^% Beauty, or the Re- 
flexion on the remarkable AGt of Juftice 
he had performed,, or whatever Motive 
filled the Magiilrate with extraordinary 
goodHumour, and opened his Heart and 
Cellars, I will not determine ; but he gave 
them fo hearty a Welcome, and they were 
all fo pleafed with each other, that Jimelia^ 
for that' one Night, trufted the Care of 
her Children to the Woman where they 
lodged, nor did the Company rife from 
Table till the Clock ftruck eleven. 

They then feparated. Jmelia and Booib 
having been fee down at their Lodgings 
retired into each other*s Arms ; nor did 
Booih that Evening, by the Doftor's Ad- 
vice, mention one Word of the grand Af- 
fair to his Wife. 

CHAP. VIII. 
Thus this Hiftory draws nearer to a Conclufion. 

IN the Morning early Amelia received 
the following Letter from Mrs. At^ 
kijjfon. 

« The Surgeon of the Regiment, to 
f which the Captain my Huft)and late- 

i ly 
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* ly belonged, and who came this £- 
^ yening to fee the Captain, hath aimoft 

* frightened me out of my Wits by a 

* ftrange Story of your Hulband being 

* committed to Prifon by a Juilice of 

* Peace for Forgery. For Heaven's Sake 

* fend me theTruth. If my Huiband can be 

* of any Service, weak as he is, he will be 

* carried in a Chair to ferve a Brother Officer 

* for whom he hath a Regard, which I 
' need not mention. Or it the Sunv of 

* 20/. will be of any Service to you, I wiM 
^ wait upon you with it the Moment I 
^ can get my Cloaths on, the Mormng 
^ you receive this ; for it is too late t6 

* fend to Night. The Captain begs 

* his hearty Service and Refpefts, and l^- 

* lieve me, 

Dear Madam^ 

Tour ever affectionate Friend^ 

and bumble Servant^ 
* F. Atkinfon.* 

When Amelia read this Letter to Booth 
they were both equally furprifed, fhe at 
the Commitment tor Forgery, and he at 
feeing fuch a Letter from Mrs. Atkin/on^ 
Jbr he was a Stranger yet to the Reconci- 
liation that had happened. 

Bootb'% 
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Bo0tV% Doubts were- firft fatisfied by 
Jtmelut^ from which he received great 
Plcafurc ; for he really had a very great 
Affeftion and Fondneis for Mr. Atkinfon^ 
who indeed fo well deferved it. * Well, 

* my Dear,* faid he to Ametia fmiiing, 

* fhall we accept this generous CMTer ? 

* O fy ! no certainly,' anfwered flie. 

* Why not, cries Boetb^ it is but a Trifle \ 

* and yet it will be of great Service to us? 

* But confider, my Dear,' faid (he, * how 
f ill thcfe poor People can fpare it. 

* They can fpare it for a little while, 'faicj 
Booth J * and. we (hall foonpay it them again? 

* When, my Dear ? ' faid AmeUa. * Do, 

* my dear WtUf confider our wretched Cir- 

* cum (lances. I beg you let us go into 

* the Country immediately, and live upon 

* Bread and Water, till Fortune pleafes to 

* fmile upon us. 

* I am convinced that Day is not far 

* off,' faid Booth. • However, give me 

* Leave to fend an Anfwer to Mrs. Atkif0 

* hnj^n^ that we (ball be glad of her Com- 
« pany immediately toBrcakfaft, ' You 
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* You know I never contradift you,' faid 
ihe, * but I aflure you it is contrary to my 

* Inclinations to take this Money. 

* Well, fuflfer me,* cries he, * to aft this 

* once contrary to yoUr Inclinations.* He 
then writ a Ihort Note to Mrs. Atkinjon^ 
and difpatched it away immediately ; which 
when he had done, AmeUaizvdLy ' I' (hall 

* be glad of Mrs. Atkinfon^% Company to 

* Breakfaft ; but yet I wifli you would 

* oblige me in refufing this Money. Take 

* fiv^ Guineas only. That is indeed fuch 
^ a Sum, as, if we never ihould pay ic, 

* would fit light on my Mind. The 

* laft Perfons in the World from whom I 

* wouU receive Favours of that Sort, are 
^ the poor and generous. 

* You can receive Favours only from the 
« the Generous,* ^cries Btiotb \ * and, to be 

* plain with you, there ve very few who 

* arc generous tha^ are not poor. 

« What think you,* faid fhe, « of Dr. 

* Harrifon? 

« I do affure you,* faid B(wtb^ * he is 
9t far from being rich. The Doftor hath 
^ an Income ot little more than 600/. ^ 

* Yearj 
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* Year; and I am convinced he gives away 

* four of it. Indeed he is one of the beft 

* Oeconomifts in the World ; but yet I 
^ am pofitive he never was at any Time 

* potktted of 500 /. fince he hath been a 

* Man. Confider, dear Emefyj the late 

* Obligations wc have to this Gentleman, 

* it would be unreafonable to expecS more, 

* at leaft at prefent ; my Half-pay is mort- 
' gaged for a Year to come.-— How then 
' Ihall wc live? 

* By our Labour,* anfwered fhe, ' I am 
^ able to labour, and I am fure I am not 
' afhamed of it. 

* And do you really think you can fup- 
^ port fuch a Life ? 

* I am fure I could be happy in it,* an- 
fwered Amelia. * And why not I as wdl 

* as a thoufand others, who have not the 

* Happinefs of fuch a Hufband to mate 

* Life delicious ? Why fliould I complain 

* of my hard Fate, while fo many, who 

* are much poorer than I, enjoy theirs; 

* Am I of a fuperior Rank of Being to 

* the Wife of the honeft Labourer ? Am 

* I not Partaker of one common Nature 
t widiher? 

« My 
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* My Angel,* cries Bootb^ * it delights 

* me to hear you talk thus, and for aReafon 

* you little guefs ; for I am aflured that 

* one who can fo heroically endure Ad - 
' verfity, will bear Profperity with equal 

* Greatnefs of Soul ; for the Mind that 
' cannot be dejcfted by the former, is not 
' likely to be tranfported with the latter/ 

* If it had pleafed Heaven*, cried (he, 

* to have tried me,- 1 think, at leaft I hope 

* I fhould have preferved my Humility. 

* Then, my Dear,' faid he, * I will re- 

* late you a Dream I had laft Night. You 

* know you lately mentioned a Dream of 

* yours. 

^ Do fO) faid (he, I am attentive/ 

* I dreamt, faid he, this Night that we 

* were in the moft miferable Situation 

* imaginable. Indeed in the Situation we 

* were Yefterday Morning, or rather 

* worfe, that I was laid in a Prifon for 

* Debt, and that you wanted a Morfel of 

* Bread to feed tne Mouths of your hun- 

* gry Children. At length (for nothing 

* you know is quicker thaii the Tranfition 

* in Dreams) Dr. Harrifon methought 

* came 
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^ came to me* with Cheatfulnefs and Joy 

* in his Countenance. The Prifon Doors 

* immediately flew open 5 and Dr. Harri- 

* fm introduced you, gayly tho* not richly 

* drefied. That you gently chid me for 
^ ftaying fo long ; all on a fudden appear'd 

* a Coach with four Horfes to it, in which 

* was a Maid Servant with our two Chil- 

* dren. We both immediately went into 

* the Coach, and taking our Leave of the 

* DoAor, fet out towards your Country 

* Houfe : for yours I dreamt it was. 

* I only aflc you now if this was real, and 

* the Traniition aimoft as fudden, could 

* you fupport it ? 

Amelia was going to anfwer when Mrs. 
jtiktM/on came into the Room, and after 
very little previous Ceremony prefented 
B^ib with a Bank Note, whkh he received 
of her, faying, he would very fopn repay 
it I a Promife that a little ofitnded jtmHa^ 
as (he thought he had no Chance of keep* 
ing it. 

The Do&or prefently arrived ♦ and the 
Company fast down to Breakfaft, during 
which Mrs. Alkinfon entertained them with 
the Hiftory of the Dodors that had attend* 
cd her Hufband, and with many vaft £u- 

logiums 
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logiums on him who came laft, by 
whofe Ajdvice j^kinfon was recovered 
from every thing but the Weaknefs which 
his Diftemper had occafioned. 

When the Tea -Table was removed, 
Boofb told the Do£i:or that he had acquaint* 
fd his Wife with a Dream he had lad 
Night. ^ I dreamt, Dodor, faid he, that 
^ Ihe was reftored to her Eftate. 

* Very well, faid the Dodlor ; and if I 

• am to be the Oniropoks^ I believe the 

• Dream will come to pafs. To fay the 

• Truth, I have rather a better Opinion of 

• Dreams than Horace had. Old Homer 

• fays they came from Jupiter -, and as to 
^ your Dream, I have often had it in my 

• waking Thoughts, that fome time or 

• other that Roguery (for fo I was always 

• convinced it was) woul^ be brought to 

• Light: For the fame Homer hys^ as 

• you. Madam, (meaning Mrs. Alkinfon) 
. * very well know. 




I have 



• J^ ]^'pxtx iloth mt immediatefy execute his FengC"* 
once I ie fwsU however execute it at loft ; and their 

Tranf^ 
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I have no Grdek Ears, Sir, faid Mrs. 
Atkinfon. ' I believe I could underftand 

* it in the Dclphin HomeK 

I wifli, cries he, my dear Child, (to 

* Jmelia) you would read a little in the 

* Dclphin Ariftoile J orelfe in fomeChriftian 

* Divine, to learn a Doftrine which you 

* will one Day have a Ufe for, I mean to 
' • bear the hardeft of all human Conflifls, 

* and fupport with an even Temper and 

* without any violent Tranfports of Mind, 

* a fudden Guft of Profperity. 

Indeed, cries Amelia^ * I (hould almoft 

* think my Huiband and you, DoAor, had 
' fome very good News to tell me, by 

* your ufing, both of you, the fame Intro- 

* duftion. As far as I know myfelf, I 

* think I can anfwer, I can fupport any 

* Degree of Profperity, and I think f 
' yefterday fhew'd I could : For I do 
' affure you, it is not in the Power of 

* Fortune to try me with fuch another 

* Tranfition from Grief to Joy, as I con- 
' *ceived from feeing my Hufband in Prifon 

* and at Liberty. 

^ranfgrtffioft$ Jhall fall heawily on their oiva Heads^ 
and on thtir PFives and Cbildnn^ 

3 * Well, 
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• Well, you are a good Girl/ cries the 
Dbdori * and after I have put on my 

* Spectacles 1 will try you. 

The Doftor then took out a News Paper, 
and read as follows. 

* Ycfterday one Murphy^ an eminent 

* Attorney at Law, was committed to 

* Newgate^ for the Forgery of a Will 
^ under which anEftate hath been for many 

* Years detained from the right Owner.' 



Now in this Paragraph there is fomc- 
thing very remarkable, and that is— — 
that it is true : but opus eft explanatum. In 
the Delphin Edition of this News Paper, 
there is the following Note upon the 
Words Right Owner. ' The Right Owner 

* of this Eftate is a young Lady of the 
« hrgheft Merit, whofe Maiden Name was 

* Harris^ and who feme Time fincc was 

* married to an idle Fellow, one Lieute- 

* nant Booth. And the beft Hiftorians 

* affure us, that Letters from the elder 
' Sifter of this Lady, which manifeftly 

* prove the Forgery, and clear up the 
^ whole Affair, are in the Hands of an 

* old Parfon, caird Dr, Harrifon. 

* And 
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* And is this really true, cries Amelia ? 

* Yes, really, and finccrely» cries the 

* Do&or. The whole Eftate : for your 
« Mother left it you all, and is as furcly 

* yours, as if you was already in Pofleffion. 

^ Gracious Heaven, cries fhe, falling 

* on her Knees, I thank you.* And 

then darting up, fhe ran to her Hufband, 
and embracing him, cried, * My dear 

* Lore, I wilh you Joy : and I ought 

* in Gratitude to wi(h it you : for you are 

* the Caufe of mine. It is upon yours, 

* and my Children's Account, that I prin- 

* cipally rejoice. 

Mrs. Atkinfon rofe from her Chair, and 
jumped about the Room for Joy, re- 
peating, 

Tume quod optanti Divum promitlere Nemo 
Auderet^ volvenda Diesj e», aUulil ultra *. 

Amelia now threw herfelf into a Chair, 
complain'd fhe was a little faint, and 

• IVbat none of all the GoJs could grant thy Fcwi, 
That, Tumus, thie oM/fia^s Dty hejicws, 

3 begg'd 
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beggM a Glafs of Water. The Ddftor 
advis*d her to be bloeded ; but fhe re- 
fufed, faying fhe requir*d a Vent of an- 
other Kind.- She t,hen defir*d her 
Children to be brought to her, whom 
Ihe immediately caught in her Arms, and 
having profufcly cried over them for fe- 
veral Minutes, dcclar'd Ihe was eafy. 
After which (he foon regained her ufual 
Temper and Complexion. 

That Day they din'd together, and in 
the Afternoon they all, except the Doc- 
tor, vifited Captain ^/)t/»/&» ; he repaired 
to the BailiflPs Houfe to vifit the fick Man, 
whom he found very chearful, the Surgeon 
having alTur'd him that he was in no 
Danger. 

The Doftor had a long Spiritual Dif- 
courfe with Robinfon^ who afllir'd him 
that he finccrely repented of his pad Life, 
that he was refolv'd to lead his future Days 
in a different Manner, and to make what 
Amends he could for his Sins to the So- 
ciety by bringing one of the greateft 
Rogues in it to Juftice. There was a Cir- 
cumftance which much pleafed the Doftor, 
and made him conclude that, however Ro- 
binfon liad been corrupted by his old M af- 
ter, he had naturally a good Difpofition. 
This wa5, that Robinfon declared he was 
chiefly induced to the Difcovery by what 
Vol. IV. O had 
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had happened at the Pawnbroker's, and 
by the Mifcries which he there perceived 
he had been inftrumental in bringing on 
Booth and his Family. 

The next Day Bcotb and his Wife, at 
the Doctor's Inftance, din*d with Colonel 
James and his Lady, where they were 
received with great Civility, and all Mat- 
ters were accommodated, without Booth 
ever knowing a Syllable of the Challenge 
even to this Day. 

The Doiflor infifted very ftrongly on 
having Mifs Harris taken into Cuftody, 
and laid, if (he was his Sifter, he would 
deliver her to Juftice. He added befides, 
that it was impoffible to Ikreen her, and 
carry on the rrofecution, or indeed re- 
cover the Eftate. Jmelia at Jaft begg*d 
the Delay of one Day only, in which 
Time Ihe wrote a Letter to her Sifter in- 
forming her of the Difcovery and the 
Danger in which fhe ftood, and begg'4 
her carneftly .to make her Efcape, with 
many Aflurances that fhe would never 
fuffer her to know any Diftrefs. This 
Letter fbc fent away Exprefs, and it had 
the defir'd EfFeft : for Mifs Harris having 
received fufficient Information from the 
Attorney to the fame Purpofe, immediate- 
ly fct out for Pool^ and from thence to 
irrajh e, carrying with her all her Money, 
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moft of her Cloaths, and fome few Jewels. 
She had indeed pack'd up Plate and Jewels 
to the Value of 2000/. and upwards. 
But Booth to whom Amelia communicated 
the Letter, prevented her, by ordering 
the Man that went with the Exprefs, (who 
had been a Serjeant of the Foot Girards 
recommended to him by /Itkinfon) to fuffcr 
the Lady to go whither fhepleafed^butnotto 
take any Thing w\th her txcept her Cloaths, 
which he was carefully to fcarch. Thefc 
Orders were obey'd punftually, and with 
thefe (he was obliged to comply. 

Two Days after the Bird was flown, a 
Warrant from the Lord Chief Juftice ar- 
rived to take her up, the Mefltnger of 
whrch returned with the News of her 
Flight, highly to the Satisfaftion of Amelia^ 
and confequently of Booths and indeed 
not greatly to the Grief of the Doftor. 

About a Week afterwards Booth and 
Amelia^ with their Children, and Captain 
Atkififon and his Lady, all fct forwards 
together for Amelia's Houfe, where they 
arrived amidft the Acclamations of all the 
Neighbours, and every public Demonftra- 
tion of Joy. 

They found the Houfe ready prepared 

to receive them by Atkinforfs I*ric;nd, the. 

old Serjeant, and a good Dinner prepared 

for them by Amelia's old Nurfe, who was 

O 2 addrefled 
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addreffed with the utmoft Duty by her Sob 
and Daughter, moft afFedionately carcfs*d 
by Booth and his Wife, and by Ametia^s^ 
abfolute Command feated next to heffelf 
at the Table, At which perhaps were 
aflcmbled fome of the bed and happieft 
People then in the World. 

CHAP. IX. 

In which the Hifiory is concluded, 

HAVING brought our Hiftory to a 
Conclufion, as to thofe Points in 
which we prefumc our Reader was chiefly 
interefted, in the foregoing Chapter ; • wc 
Ihall in this, by way of Epilogue, endea- 
vour to* fatisfy his Curiofity, as to what 
^ hath fmce happened to the principal Pcr- 
fonages of whom we have treated in- the 
foregoing Pages. 

Colonel James and his Lady, after liv- 
ing in a polite Manner for many Years 
together, at lad agreed to live in as polite 
a Manner afunder. The.Colpnel hath kept 
Mifs Mathews ever fmce, and is at length 
grown to doat on her (though now very 
difagreeable in her Perfon, and immenfcly 
fat) to fuch a Degree, that he fubmits to 
be treated by her in the moft tyrannical 
Manner, He 
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He allows his Lady 800/. a Year, with 
which (he divides her Time between Tun* 
bridgiy Bath and London^ and paffes about 
nine Hours in the twenty-four at Cards. 
Her Income is lately increafed by 3000/. 
left her by her Brother Colonel Bath, who 
was killed in a Duel about fix Years ago, 
by a Gentleman who told the Colonel be 
dififered from him in Opinion. 
# ^ 

The noble Peer and Mrs. ElUfon have 
been both dead feveral Years, and both 
of the Confequences of their favouriteVices ; 
Mrs. Ellifon having fallen a Martyr to her 
Liquor, and the other to his Amours, by 
which he was at laft become fo rotten, that 
he flunk above Ground. 

The Attdrncy, Murphy^ was brought to 
his Trial at the Old-Bailey^ where, after 
much quibbling about the Meaning of a 
very pliin Aft of Parliament, he was at 
length convifted of Forgery,* and was 
foon afterwards hanged at Tylmrn. 

The Witnefs for fome Time fecmed to 
reform his Life, and received a fmall Pen- 
fion from Booth ; after which he returned 
to vicious Courfcs', took a Purfe on the 
Highway, was detefted and taken, and 
3 fol- 
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followed the laft Steps of his old Mafter. 
So apt are Men, whofe Manners have been 
once thoroughly corrupted, to return, 
from any Dawn of an Amendment, imo 
the dark Paths of Vice. 

As to Mifs Harris^ fhe lived three Ycxn 
with a broken Heart, at Boulogne^ where 
fhe received annually fifty Pounds from 
her Sifter, who was hardly prevailed oo 
by Dr. Harrifon not to fend her a Hun- 
dred, and then died in a moft miferable 
Manner. 

Mr. Atkinfon upon the whole hath led 
a very happy Life with his Wife, though 
he hath been fometimes obliged to pay 
proper Homage to her fuperior Undcr- 
tanding and Knowledge. This, however, 
le chearfuUy fubmits to, and fhe makes 
lim proper Returns of Fondnefs. They 
lave two fine Boys, of whoip they arc 
equally fond. He is lately advanced to 
the Rank of Captain, and laft Sunamer 
both he and his Wife paid a Vifit of three 
Months to Booth and his Wife, 

Dr. Harrifon is grown old in Years, and 
in Honour ; beloved and refpected by all 
his Parifhioners, and by all his Neigh- 
bours. He divides his Time between his 

Parifh, his old Town, and Booth's at 

which laft Place he had, two Years ago, a 
gentle Fit of the Gout, being the firft At- 
tack 
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tack of that Diftemper. During this Fit 
Amelia was his Nurfe, and her two oldeft 
Daughters fat up alternately with him for 
a whole Week. The Eldeft of thofc 
Girls, whole Name is Amelia^ is his Fa- 
vourite ;. (he is the Picture of her Mother, 
and it is thought the Doctor hath diftin- 
guiflied her in his Will -, for he hath de- 
clared that he will leave his whole Fortune, 
except fome few Charities, among Anelia's 
Children. 

As to Boctb and Amelia^ Fortune feems 
to have made them large Amends for the 
Tricks fhc played them in their Youths 
Theyhave^ever fince the above Period of this 
Hiftory, enjoyed an uninterrupted Courfe 
of Health and Happinefs. In about fix 
Weeks after Booth^s firft coming into the 
Country, he went to Lond&n^ and paid all 
hi-s Debts of Honour ; after which, and a 
Stay of two Days only, he returned into 
th^ Country; and hath never fince been 
thirty Miles from home* He hath two 
Boys and four Girls ; the eldeft of the 
Boys ; be, whb hath made his Appearance 
in this Hiftory, is juft come from the Uni- 
verfity, and is one of the fineft Gentle- 
men, and beft Scholars of his Age. The 
fecond is juft going from School, and is 
intended fur the Church, chat being his 

own 
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own Choice. . His eldeft- Daughter is a 
Woman grown, but we n^uft not mention 
her Age. A Marriage was propofed to 
her the other Day with a young Fellow 
of a good Eftate, but fhe never would fee 
him more than once ; ' for Dr. Harrifon^ 
fays (he, ' told me he was illiterate, and 
' I am fure he is ill natured.* The fecond 
Girl is three Years younger than her 
Sifter, and the others are yet Children. 

If Booth\i2X\i lately had any Misfortune, it 
was that one of thefe younger Children had, 
for two Years, a violent Humour, which fhe 
contracted from her Nurfe ; but fhe was 
laft Summer perfectly cured by the G/a- 
fionbury Waters. 

Amelia is ftill the fineft Woman in 
England oi her Age. Beotk himfelf often 
avers fhe is as handfome as ever. No- 
thing can equal the Serenity of their Lives. 
Amelia declared to me the other Day, tli^t 
fhe did not remember to have feen her 
Hufband out of Humour thefe ten Years ; 
and upon my infinuating to her, that he 
had the beft of Wives, fhe anfwered with 
a Smile, that fhe ought to be fo, for that 
he had made her the happieft of Women, 

F I N I & 
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